
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 - 6:00 P.M. – WORK SESSION 
District Office Executive Conference Room      20402 N. 15th Avenue     Phoenix, Arizona 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
Mrs. Fisher, President, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 
Mrs. Fisher, Ms. Frank, Mrs. O‘Brien, Mrs. Ordway and Ms. Tweedy were present. Others in 
attendance:  Superintendent Dr. Veitenheimer, and Board Secretary Ms. Redding. 

3. Adoption of the Agenda 

Mrs. O’Brien motioned to adopt the Agenda.  Mrs. Ordway seconded the motion. The 
motion carried (5-0). 

4. Work Session 
A. National School Boards Association (NSBA) Annual Conference Discussion 

Mrs. Fisher, Mrs. O’Brien and Mrs. Ordway attended the NSBA Annual Conference in 
Denver, Colorado on March 24-27, 2017. They shared key learnings from sessions in 
which they participated. 

Mrs. Fisher attended the Crawl, Walk or Run: Becoming a Highly Effective School Board 
pre-conference workshop. She highlighted Board ethics in developing a high-
performing governance culture and the importance of performance evaluations, Board 
and Superintendent relations, stating the two should work together as a team. 
Becoming a PLC Board was another session attended. She reported that PLC is an 
actual class that Board Members attend then report their learnings at the following 
Board Meeting. Mrs. Fisher reported that the Reeboks BOKS Kids Program is a free of 

charge activity program that partners parents and volunteers at the school before, 
during lunch, and after school to motivate students and get them moving. It was 
suggested to notify Community Education of this program. 
Mrs. O’Brien reported on Students on School Boards, a practice Colorado School District 
#49 has implemented, along with other districts. The concept is that a group is formed 
consisting of two students from each high school. From that group, two students are 

selected, on a rotating basis, to participate in the Regular Board Meetings and Study 
Sessions to discuss topics of student interest. The information obtained by the students 
at those meetings is shared with the entire group, who then share with the students at 
the individual campuses. The student group has Bylaws, however do not have a vote 
on the Board. Participation in the group could potentially result in obtaining credit. 
During a Stakeholder Communication session, Mrs. O’Brien learned of an organization 
that has created a budget tool that allows citizens to look at a state budget, in a 

simplified format. The tool also allows opportunity for the public to provide input on 
how dollars should be spent. At that session she also learned that data shows text 
messages are opened and viewed much more extensively than email. At the Digital 
Learning and Mobile Devices session, Mrs. O’Brien was interested to learn about the 
teaching challenges being faced regarding today’s technology. Teachers are finding 
they need to learn new methods of teaching problem-solving skills when it comes to 
the use of technology. 

Mrs. Ordway presented information on District Ombudsman. An Ombudsman position 
would provide a safe avenue for a person to voice what they perceive as a problem and 

receive assistance in finding a solution, thus building trust and improving culture. The 
position would not be used for grievances, which has its own process. Mrs. Ordway 
noted that school districts, of all sizes, are increasingly beginning to utilize 
Ombudsman.  

5. Adjournment 
Mrs. Ordway motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 p.m. Ms. Frank seconded the 
motion. The motion carried (5-0). 

 

 

To listen to the Board Meeting in its entirety, go to 
www.dvusd.org/boardaudio 

 

 

 

 

 

 


