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Course Descriptions   

Band and Choir are both full performance ensemble classes that strive to help students achieve the 

highest level of music growth. 

Music History broadens student understanding and appreciation for all types of music.  Through 

interactive learning and hands-on activities, we will explore music’s connections to various cultures, 

time frames, other arts, and inventions/technological advancements. 

Course Objectives 

Band Course Objectives:  Develop and expand on basic musicianship skills in preparation for the 

advanced levels of high school.  In addition to more keys/scales/arpeggios, articulations, rhythm/meter 

vocabulary, and dynamic expression, ensemble skills will become more developed as students 

participate in a full ensemble setting.  Students will identify and describe concepts of music and other 

disciplines, and will be involved in discussing various, cultures, styles, and historical eras. 

Choir Course Objectives:  Develop and expand on basic musicianship skills in preparation for the 

advanced levels of high school.  In addition to individual skills of music reading, vocal production, and 

diction, ensemble skills will become more developed as students participate in a full ensemble setting. 

Students will identify and describe concepts of music and other disciplines, and will be involved in 

discussing various, cultures, styles, and historical eras. 

Band and Choir Performance Attendance:  Attendance is required at ALL performances and scheduled 

festivals. Once a concert calendar is given to the student, students and parents will have 2 weeks to 

notify Ms. Lewis of any possible conflicts.  If no notification is given, students will be expected to be in 

attendance for the performance, the final project grade for the quarter.  Students missing a 

performance with an excused absence will complete a teacher approved project to make up for missing 

the experience. 

Music History Course Objectives:  Identify, describe, analyze, compare/contrast, and/or demonstrate 

music of different cultures and historical eras using musically relevant terminology or activities. 

Course Grades and Assignments   

Preparation & Participation (20%):  Students must adhere to Desert Sky & DVUSD behavioral and 

attendance rules at ALL music department school functions, including concerts, field trips, and 



performances.  Students are expected to know classroom conduct and procedures, and have all 

necessary materials in class each day. 

Assignments, Assessments & Exams (50%):  Students earn points through classwork, homework, and 

evaluations.  Band and Choir will have both written and performed assessments.  A student unhappy 

with their grade on any assessment may retake it by making arrangements outside of class with Ms. 

Lewis 

Performances/Projects (30%):  Music History- Students will create a self-designed project selected from 

teacher approved criteria.  Band and Choir- Concert performances are both extensions of the classroom 

and summative assessments of the learning process, and are weighted as 15% attendance, including 

proper performance dress code, and 15% performance (see the above performance attendance for 

more details). 

Teacher Contact 

I am here for you!  It is best to contact me via email at rose.lewis@dvusd.org.  I will do my best return 

emails sometime the same day.  Phone messages may be left at 602-467-6535.  Office hours by 

appointment are from 2:10-3:00 M-Th on regular schedule days.  Meetings may also be scheduled 

before school.  I will make every attempt to meet with parents in a timely manner. 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson plans will be updated weekly on my teacher website.   https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/10043 
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