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 Gifted Services Provided 
  

Kindergarten 
 Kindergarten Talent Pool Cluster 
 Differentiated Literature/Socratic Seminar 

Grades 1, 2 

 Gifted Cluster Placement 
 Flex Grouping 
 Differentiated Literature/Socratic Seminar 
 Math Enrichment 

Grade 3 

 Gifted Cluster Placement 
 Flex Grouping 
 Differentiated Literature/Socratic Seminar  
 Math acceleration, combined 3rd- 4th grade content standards for qualifying 

students 

Grades 4, 5, 6 

 Departmentalized Schedule (ELA, Math, Social Studies, Science) 
 Gifted Cluster Placement 
 Differentiated Literature/Socratic Seminar  
 Accelerated  Math Placement for qualifying students 
 Differentiated/enriched math 

Grades 7, 8 

 Departmentalized Middle School Schedule  
 Gifted Cluster Placement 
 Differentiated Literature/Socratic Seminar  
 Advanced Content in Language Arts and Math 
 Advanced Math Placement  
 High School Algebra and Geometry available for students qualifying on placement 

exams 

 
Mission Statement:   In partnership with students, families, and community members, Sonoran Foothills School seeks to create a challenging 
and diverse learning environment through engaging instruction allowing for individual differences in an atmosphere of cooperation and respect. 



Sonoran Foothills 
Gifted Services 

2018-2019   Description of Services 
 

 Gifted Placement -  

Gifted Testing and Scores: Students are assessed in three areas (Verbal, Quantitative, & Nonverbal) using the Cognitive Abilities Test 
(CogAT) assessment. Sonoran Foothills offers gifted services for students who score at or above 95% in one or more areas. 
Placement testing is conducted three times a year based on teacher and parent recommendations. Students may also qualify based 
on other state approved gifted identification assessments. Students may only be tested once per calendar year. 

 Gifted Programs -  

Kindergarten Program: Kindergarten students that show a potential for gifted services are placed together, in a “talent pool,” based 
on a Kindergarten screening testing. In the spring, Kindergarten students are recommended for testing by teachers and parents. 
They will be given the CogAT assessment for qualification in 1st grade.  

Gifted Cluster: All gifted students (those scoring at or above 95% in one or more areas) are clustered together with a gifted trained 
teacher for the majority of the school day. 

Math Enrichment: Students work on rich math tasks, projects, puzzles, and advanced content to extend their learning. 

Accelerated Math Placement: Students in 3rd grade will be pulled out and taught by the gifted specialist. 3rd and 4th grade math 
curriculum will be compacted thus accelerating those students.  In grades 4 - 8 will walk up to the next grade level for their math 
instruction.  The students are clustered together and placed in the above grade level’s gifted cluster math class. The gifted cluster 
teacher and gifted specialist work together to provide services for students in these classes.  

 In the Classrooms –  

Departmentalization: Teachers teach a narrow range of subjects and the students rotate between the classrooms. This allows 
teachers to specialize and focus on a few subject areas and the students to become familiar with different teaching styles and 
expectations.  

Differentiation: The teacher, after getting to know his/her students, groups them for activities based on each individual student’s 
academic needs and/or areas of interest. A tiered/differentiated lesson has all students focusing on the same required concept or 
skill but the students are working (usually in groups) on different levels and applications of the skill or concept based on their 
learning needs. 

Socratic Seminar: is a formal discussion, based on a text, in which the leader asks open-ended questions.  Within the context of the 
discussion, students listen closely to the comments of others, thinking critically for themselves, and articulate their own thoughts 
and their responses to the thoughts of others.  They learn to work cooperatively and to question intelligently and civilly. 

Flexible/Ability Grouping: The process of continually assessing students and grouping them according to their academic needs.  

 Extra-Curricular Clubs, Sports, and activities offered –  

Clubs:  Math Club (grades 4-6), Chess, Robotics Club (grades 7-8), Art 
Sports:  Volleyball, Basketball, Baseball/Softball (grades 7-8) 
Activities:  Band (grades 5-8), Chorus (grades 4-6), JA Biz-town (5th grade), Battle of the Books (grades 5-6th), STEM Chief Science 
Officers (grades 7-8), Student Council (grades 6-8),  EQ Ambassadors (7th grade), Chorus Exploratory (grades 7-8), NJHS (grades 7-8) 
 

Please check the school website for an up to date list of extra-curricular activities. 
http://www.dvusd.org/sonoranfoothills 


