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WELCOME TO THE FALL 2019
PROGRAM NEWSLETTER!
This Fall, just over 900 high school and middle school students
signed up for 1,300 courses! 146 of our online courses made,
which is a huge offering! 6 full-time online teachers and 24 part-
time addenda teachers provided courses for our DVUSD
students from 22 campuses.

Students from all 5 high schools took advantage of our new
blended 6-week fast track courses and fully took advantage of
the weekly online learning labs open Tuesday-Thursday from
3:00 PM to 7:00 PM.

We welcomed our new program school counselor, Ms. LaVecchia. She worked closely with
our 58 full-time online students, our online middle school students, our students online for
medical reasons, and our night school students.

This fully accredited (AdvancED and NCAA) Arizona Online Instruction (AOI) program is so
successful because we provide fun, �exible, and interactive online courses for our learners led
by #extraordinary DVUSD teachers. 

The purpose of this Inside Online newsletter is to keep you up-to-date on some of the exciting
things that are happening in the Deer Valley Online Learning Program. If you missed the last
newsletter, click here.

Check out the full course catalog! Registration for Spring 2020 is now open thru 1/10. You can
register online from your computer or phone.

A huge thank you to our fantastic online department chair, Mrs. Katie Parrott, for gathering
content from our staff and students to make this newsletter possible. 

Kindest Regards,
Kristy L. Hirschberg, Ph.D.
Director of Instructional Technology & Innovative Programs
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Deer Valley Uni�ed School District
@DrK_Hirschberg @DVOnlineProgram @DVUSD

Questions? Email online@dvusd.org or go to https://www.dvusd.org/online

WHAT OUR ONLINE STUDENTS SAY...

AVERIE, SDOHS SENIOR
Avree, a senior, writes to her online Art teacher "Thank you for
such a great class and working with my time schedules! I loved
taking this course online. The �rst semester I took in school
and it was just terrible I was always comparing my drawings to
others feeling like mine was terrible always erasing and starting
over. But by taking it online I got to draw comfortably as well as getting to learn all these new
techniques and ways to better my drawings. As well as getting to �nish my work in a timely
manner that worked with my schedule so I was never rushed."

KALIE, BGHS AND WESTMEC
SENIOR

What does online mean to me? For starters, I'm enrolled into
two schools as it is, West-MEC and Barry Goldwater. Being
able to take an online class helps relieve some stress off my
plate by giving me extra time for my other classes during the
school day. Having the option to take a Fast Track class in 6
weeks is so helpful because I don't have to go into the
classroom the whole semester. I get one-on-one help if I have
a problem, unlike having 20 kids in a class and having to wait. I
like that Fast Track has a lab to go to if I need a quiet place to
study. I will de�nitely be doing a Fast Track class again!

KYLE, FULL-TIME ONLINE
JUNIOR
My name is Kyle and I'm a full time online student in my junior
year and this is my second year in the online program. Being an
online student allows for so much freedom in the way that you
can work ahead or even around events like sports or extra
activities. I play tennis during the second semester and
because I have online classes, it allows me to get the days
work done and then I can relax and do the things I love like
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QUINN, DEER
VALLEY
NURSING
PROGRAM
I take an online course so I can
complete my �ne arts
requirement for graduation.
This allows me to be a student
at the Deer Valley Nursing
Program.

TARA, SDOHS
Having an online course allows
me to have a half day at my
campus. I am able to go to
work and school. I currently
work as a DVUSD employee at
Las Brisas as part of the after-
care program.

NICHOLE,
SDOHS
This semester I took ELA 5
online. It is di�cult for me to
focus in person, and I enjoyed
the �exibility of the due dates. I
was able to set goals for
myself to complete my work.

sports or just hanging out with my family. One of the most
important things for entering online school is just to be able to
time manage and get your work done by due dates. It really is a
wonderful experience and it has brought me a lot of joy.
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BARRY, BCHS
This semester I was enrolled in
Business Management,
Marketing and Law in Society.
The elective opportunities in the
online program are unique and
not offered on my home
campus. I was able to take
courses that interested me and
were aligned with my future
career goals.

CADEN, FULL-
TIME ONLINE
I enjoyed the variety in
assignments- from discussion
boards, to essays, to videos
and presentations. I also was
able to utilize the online
learning lab frequently for
additional support.

KAYLA, BCHS
In my online Physics course I
was able to explain my work to
other students in the
discussion boards. It was really
interesting to hear and see a
problem worked out by another
student. It was a great
opportunity for collaboration.

VANESSA,
MRHS
I was able to work through the
topics in Spanish 3 at my own
pace. I liked the opportunity for
oral presentations throughout
the class.

DEVIN, SDOHS
The electives I took are going
to mean something. There are
way more options online and
there is real-life application. I
want to be a lawyer when I
grow up and I feel these
courses provided me with a
strong foundation.

GRAHAM,
BCHS
The assignments in American
History 2 were spaced out and I
was able to use the calendar to
stay on track. My teacher was
super �exible and allowed for
in-person study sessions.
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BRENSON,
DVHS
I didn't have to wake up early for
my online courses. I was able
to meet with my teachers each
week in the online learning lab. I
had more time to learn the
material.

MAKALYNN,
FULL-TIME
ONLINE
Taking my courses online full-
time provides more freedom for
my day-to-day life. I really
enjoyed my Earth Science
course this semester. The Rock
Cycle video that we created
really stood out to me!

ANNA, MRHS
I was able to take my class
with me anywhere I went- a
coffee shop, the lab, on
vacation.... I liked being able to
see what was coming up and
using the calendar to set
myself up for success.

MY FAVORITE PART OF TAKING AN ONLINE
COURSE WAS...
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WORLD HISTORY 1 HONORS

Here are more student responses to the question, "What was the best part about taking an
online course?"

CHECK OUT THESE STUDENT PROJECTS

Students in World History 1 create a collage to represent the social, political, economic and
cultural changes due to the Renaissance and a second collage that represents their interests
and lives. They then write about how their collages show the changes the Renaissance
brought to Europe and how their personal collage relates to the new idea of humanism from
the Renaissance. After completing their collages, students have the opportunity to share with
another classmate, virtually or by meeting up in person. It is a great way to share knowledge
and continue to build a positive online course environment. - Mrs. Lindenmeier (Check out her
staff page here!)

https://padlet.com/katieparrott/gx3gg8xpij5j
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/7389


GEOMETRY

PSYCHOLOGY

Students create a �gure of their choice using different household items. They then �nd the
volume and surface area of each piece they used to calculate the total volume and surface
area of the composite �gure. Students practice calculating volume and surface area of
different 3-D �gures depending on what they create. This student’s critter was exceptionally
well made, and the work for calculating volume and surface area was neat and precise. She
demonstrated knowledge of how to �nd volume and surface area using appropriate formulas
of both individual �gures and the composite �gure that she created. -Ms. Craft (Check out her
staff page here!)

https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/8457


Autism and Phobia Magazine The Ugly Duckling with Body
Dysmorphic Disorder

Personality Booklet

BIOLOGY

For their online �nal, students get to choose their project and topic that we covered and
research it more in-depth and apply it. -Ms. Daniel (Check out her staff page here!)

We were looking at different types of cells under the microscope to compare the structures of
plant and animal cells. We prepared slides of our own cheek cells to look at and students
were able to take pictures of their cells with their iPads. We then looked at some onion cells
and pointed out similarities and differences. We had some extra time at the end so just for fun
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

we started looking at some prepared slides of different tissues to see how those compare to
the slides we made. - Mrs. Jewett (Check out her staff page here!)

In ELA 7, students completed a thematic unit on risk answering multiple essential questions
including: what is risk, what are the consequences of taking risks, and what is acceptable risk
taking. Students were asked to research a modern leader that stood up for a speci�c social
injustice. They had to give biographical information about the philanthropist, information
about the injustice, and talk about the risks they took and what, if any, change has happened. -
Mrs. Harding (Check out her staff page here!)

DVOLP Slam Poem
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PRE AND POST TESTING FOR FITNESS CENTER

ACCOUNTING

One project my students are completing this semester is a Slam Poem. In our poetry unit, we
discuss student's strengthens and weaknesses regarding reading and writing poetry. We also
discuss the importance of messages and how author's use poetry as a creative outlet to share
their ideas/message. Then, students are introduced to an alternative method, called Slam
Poetry. Students view and analyze a few slam poems, and then have the option of writing their
own! -Mrs. Laningham (check out her staff page here!)

DVOLP and Glendale Community College teamed up to offer pre/post �tness testing at the
GCC main campus. GCC instructors and students administered �tness tests for those enrolled
in Online Fitness Center. - Coach Riegle and Coach Potts (check out Coach Riegle's page here
and Coach Pott's page here!)
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CPR CERTIFICATION IN ONLINE HEALTH

Hello there Ms. Kereny,
I would just like to say how much I enjoy taking accounting online! I got to learn many new
things that take part in a business, but on a smaller scale. The new information will be helpful
in my future career! Thank you very much!
Regards,
Tiffany

Our Accounting course is amazing! Learn more about Ms. Kereny here, as well as our CTE
options.

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/56148
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/54748


MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH

Students who chose to attend the optional CPR class on November 14th received a CPR
certi�cation good for 2 years. This opportunity is offered to all Health students each
semester. Coach Riegle (check out Coach Riegle's page here)

ONLINE COURSE PREVIEWS
Select here for all of our course offerings! We offer courses in CTE, Electives, English
Language Arts, Fine Arts, Mathematics, Physical Education/Health, Science, Social Studies
and more!

https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/7950
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/51775


HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ONLINE LEARNING LAB!

Students who "Walk up to Math" on our K-6 campuses celebrate National Donut Day with Mrs.
Parrott. These courses are designed to support students who are in 5th and 6th grade and
need a 7th or 8th grade (even Algebra or Geometry!) course at their elementary campus. With a
direct partnership with each Gifted Specialist, our online team provides engaging curriculum,
and highly-quali�ed Math instruction. -Mrs. Parrott (check out her page here!)

https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/7394


Mr. Dugan presents everything
you need to know for the Fall
�nal exams! He even provides
students with a gift, a pocket-
size Constitution. Learn more
about Mr. Dugan here!

Students in Algebra 3 work
together on a Polynomial House
Project. They decide how to
solve the dimensions of a
home and calculate how much
it will cost to lay �ooring in each
room.

Mrs. Lindenmeier meets with
students in the library at
Boulder Creek during the day to
answer questions, discuss key
concepts and collaborate.
Learn more about Mrs.
Lindenmeier here!

Students work in the Online
Learning Lab at Barry Goldwater
High School. The lab is open on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from
3pm-7pm every week! Any
online student is welcome to
attend for a quiet work space,
help navigating Canvas or to
meet with an online teacher.

Mrs. Jewett reviews key
concepts in Biology with her
students in a fun, engaging
way! They play Kahoot to quiz
each other and then discuss
their responses. Learn more
about Mrs. Jewett here!

The Online Learning Lab at
Boulder Creek is open on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 3-7pm. You can �nd us in
the JAG Center right by the
front o�ce. Select here for
more information on the labs!

FALL 2019 FINALS!
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Our DV Online Clerk and Data
Specialist make sure that
students have completed their
MyHours logs for the semester.
Select here for more
information on attendance!

Teachers across all �ve high
school campuses, full-time
online and one K-8 campus
proctor �nals all three days.

Spanish 1, 2, 3, and 4 students
present their oral �nal to Senora
Chavez. Visit her staff page
here!

WHAT OUR STUDENTS SAY ABOUT THEIR ONLINE
TEACHERS!
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MRS. PARROTT ON TEACHING
FULL-TIME ONLINE!
This is my 6th year teaching online, and my third year as a full-
time online teacher. When I ask my students why they take an
online course, they always say �exibility, or opportunity to work,
or even to free up their schedule. And each of those responses
resonate with me, the teacher. But, it is so much more. I am
able to provide my students with current curriculum that is
engaging- not just something that I photocopied the night
before. I am able to dig deeper, and have conversations greater
than just our community or our campus.

I meet with students regularly in the online learning lab, at their campus, and build these
relationships where students know that I am there for them- to explain a di�cult concept or
provide examples of different types of problems. It is like a lightbulb lighting up each time they
say they got it, or that they have never seen it explained that way before. It also sparks joy in
my heart- each connection I am able to make is so meaningful, and I am able to continue to
nurture that throughout the semester, or even the year.

From Algebra 3, to Financial Math, to 7th grade Walk up to Math, I am able to provide many
more opportunities than I ever imagined while I was in a traditional classroom. Students can
recover a credit, or take a class not offered on their home campus. They are able to
participate in the West-Mec or Nursing programs, or pursue a band or sports passion on

Select here to read about our amazing online teachers!
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campus. Each story is unique and I am blessed to be able to be a part of it. I cannot wait for
the next semester and meeting each of my students and welcoming back those returning. -
Mrs. Katie Parrott, Department Chair

We moved to Cave Creek the last half of my daughter's junior
year. When we moved, Averie then had to also change schools.
As a family, we made the tough decision to have Averie stay
with a friend while �nishing out her junior year. Senior year, we
discovered the Deer Valley Online Learning Program. Having the
�exibility to take her courses online allowed her to come home
and still complete her required coursework for graduation.

There was de�nitely an adjustment period to go from in school
to online. However, online school is preparing Averie for the online classes in college. We
also appreciate that she can go to the online learning lab multiple times a week and meet with
most of her teachers in person. The online courses are challenging, but provide a quality
education for my daughter. - April McKay, mother of Averie (Full-time online senior)

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER FOR SPRING
AND SUMMER!

PARENT TESTIMONIAL

REGISTER BEFORE 1/10/20
Register for DVUSD online courses here.
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FOLLOW @DVONLINEPROGRAM ON TWITTER!FOLLOW @DVONLINEPROGRAM ON TWITTER!

FOLLOW @DRK_HIRSCHBERG ON TWITTER!FOLLOW @DRK_HIRSCHBERG ON TWITTER!

https://twitter.com/DVOnlineProgram
https://twitter.com/DrK_Hirschberg











































