
Mrs. Kvaale’s 8th Grade Science Syllabus 
Room 410 ∎ katherine.kvaale@dvusd.org ∎ 602-467-6544 

 

Topics Covered 
➔ Life Science/Biology 

- Cell division and heredity 
- Diversity, adaptation, and behavior of animals 

➔ Chemistry 
- Periodic table 
- Physical/chemical changes and properties of matter 

➔ Physics 
- Velocity 
- Newton’s 3 Laws of Motion 

 

Policies 
Gradebook/Assignments 

➔ 70% Tests and Quizzes 
➔ 15% Classwork 
➔ 15% Projects 

 
Preparedness 

➔ Students must come to class every day with a pencil and two composition notebooks: one 
for daily ThINK questions and one for notes and labs (called an ISN). ThINK questions will 
be checked in their notebook every Friday, and there will be periodic graded notebook 
checks that will cover material in their ISNs. 
 

Homework 
➔ I do not typically assign homework. There are two exceptions to this: 

- Classwork is not finished during the period. 
- We are working on a long term project. Certain portions of projects may require 

homework.  

 



 

Classwork 
➔ There will be daily bellwork called ThINK questions. 

- They are worth 3 points each day totalling 15 points each week (during regular 5 
day weeks). 

- The ThINK questions are due every Friday. They are expected to be done in class in 
the first 5-10 minutes of the period. However, if a student is absent, they will be 
available on my Desert Sky website and can be completed at home. Absent students 
are still expected to complete ThINK questions. See excused and unexcused absences 
section below for details regarding turning in late work due to absences. 

➔ Other classwork will be assigned on a day to day basis 
 

Projects 
➔ There will typically be one major project per unit. Other minor projects may be assigned as 

well. 
➔ Each project will have clear requirements and a timeline for due dates. These will be 

outlined on a paper that each student will receive. Due dates may be changed due to any 
extenuating circumstances, but students will be made aware of these changes. 

 
Tests/Quizzes 

➔ There will be one summative test per unit.  
➔ Notebook checks will be given in the form of quizzes periodically throughout the unit. 

Students will be informed the week of a notebook check. Students will only do well on these 
notebook checks if they are taking notes in their notebook and keeping them organized.  

➔ Quizzes will be given throughout units. Pop quizzes can (and most likely will) happen! This is 
why I expect 100% effort from my students every day! 

➔ Students may retake unit exams after doing additional review/practice or receiving 
individual assistance rather than completing test corrections.  The retesting must be done on 
the students’ own time and completed within ten school days from the original exam date. 
The new exam grade will be the higher score. 

 
Excused/Unexcused Absences and Late Work 

➔ Any assignment turned in late must be turned in with a late slip into the late work bin. 
Assignments will lose 10% every week they are late. Late assignments will not be accepted 
after 2 weeks.  

➔ If a student one day, they have one day to complete the missed assignment. If there are 
multiple days missed, please see me so we can discuss a plan for completing work. 

 
 



 

 
Online Access: 

➔ Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your PowerSchool 
access code.  Access codes are available in the Administration Office Monday – Friday 
7:00 – 3:30. You must provide picture ID to be issued a code. 

➔ We use an online textbook from Discovery Ed, which can be accessed through the DVUSD 
portal on any device. 

➔ Canvas is an online platform for instruction where students will regularly complete 
assignments and quizzes. It is important to check my Canvas page if you are absent to see if 
there is an assignment or quiz you need to make up. 

➔ My Desert Sky website has helpful information as well and can be found in the “Staff 
Websites” page of the Desert Sky website. 

 
Behavior 

➔ I strive to create a classroom environment where my students feel comfortable, respected, 
and valued. I encourage communication from my students on how they are feeling about 
the culture of our classroom. 

➔ My expectations boil down to two major ideas: Respect and Effort. 
- Respect me, your peers, our classroom, and yourself every day 
- Give 100% effort. This means you are on task, actively listening, and participating in 

the lesson 
➔ Students that are not following my expectations will be given a warning. If a student 

chooses not to correct their behavior after receiving a warning there will be consequences 
assigned. Consequences could include being removed from class, lunch detention, or 
after-school detention. If a consequence is assigned, you will be notified. 

➔ In addition, all Desert Sky and DVUSD policies will be followed (gum, hats, phones, etc.). 
Consequences for not following expectations will be in alignment with Desert Sky policies. 
See page 28 in your Student Handbook for more details regarding consequences.  



 

Mrs. Kvaale’s Syllabus Signature Page → Due Friday August 9th 
 
Student and Parent Acknowledgement 
I understand… 

1. It is my duty to come to class prepared with necessary materials 
1. Pen or pencil to complete assignments 
2. ISN and ThINK question notebook 

*If I cannot afford above materials, I will notify Mrs. Kvaale. 
1. I am to be respectful of myself, my classmates, school property, district policies and Mrs. 

Kvaale at all times. 
2. Grades will be based on tests, quizzes, classwork, lab notebooks, and projects. 
3. Finishing all assigned work is MY responsibility—if I engage in “off task” behavior and my 

work does not get completed, then it must be completed at home or it will be graded as 
unfinished. 

4. Multiple acts of defiance, disruption, disrespect will result in disciplinary action by Mrs. 
Kvaale and/or administration according to the school and district discipline policies in the 
handbook. 

 
Parent/Guardian 
I am the parent/guardian of the aforementioned student and have read and understand the 
syllabus and policies regarding grading and behavior. I understand that I may contact Mrs. 
Kvaale via email or telephone questions, comments or concerns about my child. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________________________ Date _______________ 
Parent email: ___________________________________________  
Phone: ________________________ 
  
Student 
I, ________________________________ (student name), have read and understand the syllabus and agree to 
follow the policies and procedures set forth by Mrs. Kvaale. 
  
Student Signature ________________________________________________  
Date ______________ 
 


