
Mr. Caccavale’s 7th/8th Grade Math Syllabus 
 

Welcome to 7th/8th grade math at Norterra Canyon.  I am excited to have you in my class; we will 
accomplish great things together!  The best way for you to contact me is through email at 
rocky.caccavale@dvusd.org.  I can also be reached by phone at 623-738-6824. 
 
Expectations: 

 My number one expectation is that all students treat one another with kindness and respect.  
Learning will always be easier in an environment in which the participants feel at ease, are 
open to ask questions, and not afraid to make mistakes (I might even make one or two this 
year). 

 Be prepared for class with the necessary materials. 

 Do your best; your best is always enough. 

 Use the time given to you appropriately.  You will learn more and take home less work. 

 Listen carefully, ask questions, collaborate, and smile. 
 
Materials: 
Each day you will need your binder (which will live in the classroom), spiral notebook, pencil(s), and 
possibly colored pencils or highlighters if you like to color code your notes. 
 
Grading: 
Your final grade for each quarter will be determined by your current level of performance in four IB 
Criterion: Knowledge and Understanding, Investigating Patterns, Communicating, and Applying 
Mathematics in Real-Life Contexts.  Not all criterion will be assessed every quarter. 
 
Final grades being determined by your current level of performance means you have a chance to 
improve your grades as the quarter progresses.  To do this, you can retake assessments to show 
improvement.  However, before an assessment is retaken, all work for that unit must be complete.  
See me any time you’d like to schedule a retake. 
 
Practice: 
Classwork and homework are all vital in order to succeed on the tests and quizzes.  Homework will be 
assigned most days.  Usually class time will be provided to begin your homework. This is a great time to 
seek help if there is something you didn’t understand.  In addition to providing an opportunity to 
reinforce the concepts presented in class, homework helps to develop essential life skills: 
responsibility, time management, organization, strong work ethic, and more.  My students that always 
get their homework done, typically show the greatest growth. 
 
Extra Practice/Help: 
I expect every one of my students to show tremendous growth and leave my class as confident 
mathematicians.  I realize that sometimes students need more than the lesson and time provided in 
class to master concepts.  Therefore, I make myself available as much as possible for students to 
receive additional support.  I am typically here by 7:30.  If you’d like to come in, just email so I know to 
expect you.  If mornings don’t work, email me to set up another time. 
 
*Changes and revisions may be made to this syllabus throughout the year. 
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