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Welcome to the IB MYP Newsletter!
Greetings to all our IB MYP parents, guardians, and students! This newsletter aims to improve the
understanding of the IB Middle Years Programme and support the continued implementation of the IB
programmes between Norterra Canyon and Barry Goldwater High School. This newsletter will include
information, articles, and tips on how to best help your child be successful at school and to develop a
dedication to a lifetime of learning, both independently and in collaboration with others. We strive to
prepare a community of learners to engage with complex global challenges through a dynamic
educational experience framed by inquiry, action, and reﬂection. Thank you for being a part of our
team!
Cheers,
Jen Hermanson M.S.Ed.
Assistant Principal, Norterra Canyon School, DVUSD
Learner Proﬁles for December

Approaches to learning in the MYP (ATL skills)
The focus of approaches to learning in the MYP is on helping students to develop the self-knowledge
and skills they need to enjoy a lifetime of learning. ATL skills empower students to succeed in meeting
the challenging objectives of MYP subject groups as well as prepare them for further success if they
choose to pursue a rigorous academic programme like the IB Diploma Programme. Ultimately, ATL
skills help to prepare students for responsible participation in local and global communities.
In the MYP, ATL encompasses both general and discipline-speciﬁc skills. Many ATL skills are
applicable to all MYP subject groups; these general ‘tools for learning’ are then tailored to meet the

speciﬁc needs of students and subjects. In order to develop ATL skills that facilitate e ective and
e cient learning, students need models, clear expectations, developmental benchmarks (or targets),
and multiple opportunities to practice. While ATL are not formally assessed in the MYP, they
contribute to students’ achievement in all subject groups. Teachers provide students with regular,
speciﬁc feedback on the development of ATL skills through learning engagements and that provide
formative assessment.
Every MYP unit identiﬁes approaches to learning skills that students will develop through their
inquiry and demonstrate in the unit’s summative assessment.
The most e ective way to develop approaches to learning is through ongoing, process-focused
disciplinary and interdisciplinary teaching and learning. Teachers can use key and related concepts
along with global contexts as vehicles for teaching e ective learning strategies. Likewise, approaches
to learning can be powerful tools for exploring signiﬁcant content. This dual focus (content and
process) promotes student engagement, deep understanding, transfer of skills and academic success.
Over time, students should develop clear and sophisticated understandings of how they learn best and
how they can evaluate the e ectiveness of their learning. This kind of self-regulated (independent and
autonomous) learning helps students:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

reﬂect purposefully on their learning (metacognition)
understand the diversity of human learning needs
evaluate and provide evidence of their learning
meet MYP subject group aims and objectives
share responsibility for creating productive, cooperative and safe learning environments
develop the conﬁdence to try new strategies and explore new concepts and contexts for
learning
prepare for further study and responsible participation in local and global communities.
(ibo.org)

Note for PowerSchool entries for quarter 2 and beyond:
In an e ort to streamline reporting and help alleviate confusion, IBMYP teachers will be entering in
summative assessments out of a total of 4 points and will be giving students back the IB rubric with both
the IB MYP 8 point score and its corresponding 4 point score. Parents should only see 2 sets of numbers
in PowerSchool. If a score is out of 3 total points that indicates it is homework or other practice that is
being done to help prepare the students for the ﬁnal assessment. If the score is out of 4, this would
indicate that this is the ﬁnal test/project/paper/etc for this set of standards being assessed. As always, if
there are any questions please reach out directly to the teacher for clariﬁcation.
Upcoming News
Community Project: As a requirement for all IB MYP schools, all 8th grade students will participate in
the IB MYP Community Project. The community project provides an important opportunity for students
to collaborate and pursue service learning. MYP projects are student-centred and age-appropriate, and
they enable students to engage in practical explorations through a cycle of inquiry, action and reﬂection.
This project is required for promotion. Students and parents have received the information necessary
to begin the ﬁrst phase of the Community Project. The initial meeting with your student’s supervisor
is due by November 19, 2021.
Students’ Role in Learning
Learning is a journey that is often not linear. Some students learn content and skills quickly while others
may require more time or feedback in order to learn. The primary objective of grades is to report where
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a student is in the learning process, regardless of how much time or e ort the student needs to get
there. Your student’s agenda is a wonderful resource for helping them manage their time, set goals, and
plan their work for the week(s) ahead.
As students grow and become self-directed in learning about themselves as a learner, they have to
analyze their own study habits. They will need to ﬁgure out what actually works for them to retain the
new knowledge they are gaining and use those strategies to support their learning. Citizenship grades
on the report cards and the PRIDE Card in grades 6-8 reﬂect student e ort and behavior and are
completely separate from their academic grades. Please ask to see your child’s PRIDE Card and
Student Agenda each night as this gives valuable information about things they are doing well and
what they need to work on while at school.

From all of us at Norterra Canyon, we wish you all a peaceful
and blessed holiday season.
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