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The mission of Deer Valley Unified School District’s
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment Department is
to provide support to instructional staff that will result
in increased proficiency in core subjects and technical
subjects to encompass 21st Century skills fostered
through leadership and coordinated partnership.
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DVUSD Strategic Plan Focus

Key Strategic Priority
Key Strategic Component
1
Excellence
in Student
Learning

1.1
College and
Career
Ready
Program of
Study

Key Strategic Objective
1.1.1
Deploy a guaranteed and viable curriculum in
every classroom.

DVUSD Mission
Our mission is to provide extraordinary educational opportunities to every learner.
DVUSD Vision
Graduating lifelong learners who will successfully compete, lead, and positively impact the world.
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Arizona College and Career Ready Standards (AZCCRS)
The Deer Valley Unified School District holds excellence in student learning as a key strategic priority
with a guaranteed and viable curriculum in every classroom. To pursue this priority, DVUSD is
implementing the Arizona College and Career Ready Standards (AZCCRS) which provide a clear and
consistent framework to prepare our children for college and the workforce.
College and career readiness is a part of a larger initiative, led by a coalition of states to raise the bar to
ensure students are prepared for college and a career. States worked together to develop the Standards
and to date, 46 states and the District of Columbia are working to implement them and develop
assessments that will be consistent across states. A diverse group of teachers, subject matter experts,
parents, and school administrators - including some of Arizona's best and brightest leaders worked
together to create the Standards that reflect both our aspirations for our children and the realities of the
classroom. The Standards were also bench-marked against countries with top-notch education
programs, to ensure our future generations are ready to compete in the global marketplace.
Standards and Curriculum – a Definition
Standards
Standards are expectations. For instance, we
expect students to know that 2+2=4, and why.
Standards are statements.

Standards define what is to be learned by the end
of a school year.
Decisions about standards are made at the state
level, defining for teachers, school leaders and
parents what students are expected to know by
the end of the year.
Standards are the end.

Curriculum
Curriculum is the program created by local school
districts to teach students to learn that 2+2 =4,
and why.
Curriculum provides a set of daily and weekly
activities, lessons, units, assessments, supporting
resources, and can include publisher textbooks.
Curriculum is the detailed plan for day to day
teaching.
Curriculum decisions, including which resources,
textbook and programs to use, are made by local
districts. Instructional decisions regarding student
progress throughout the year are made in the
classroom.
Curriculum is the means.

Curricular Scope and Sequence
A Scope and Sequence provides a brief outline of the standards and a recommended teaching order for
a particular course/grade-level. A course/grade-level Scope and Sequence document outlines for each
grading cycle three crucial learning criteria:
 student standards that make up one or more learning unit/part of instruction in a grading cycle
 the suggested order for teaching the content, objectives, and skills
 the recommended number of lessons and amount of time for instruction
Each Scope and Sequence document is designed for a specific school year and reflects the number of
available instructional days for that year and grading period. Information in a Scope and Sequence
document mirrors selected information in the corresponding curriculum document used by teachers for
a particular course/grade-level.
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DVUSD Assessment
DVUSD Assessment Philosophy
Assessment is the systematic collection of data about student learning based on standards and the use
of that data to create a continuous cycle of improved teaching and learning. The DVUSD learning
community believes that assessment is for student learning, is student-centered and involves a
commitment by all stakeholders.
DVUSD Assessment Intent
District assessments are a part of an effective assessment system intended to determine both a current
student performance level and measure of the guaranteed and viable, standards-based curriculum
implemented across the district. In order to inform instruction, measure student learning, and close
achievement gaps, DVUSD endorses the use of diverse classroom assessment data, such as formative,
summative, performance-based, portfolio, and student observation. Results are used in conjunction
with district, state, and national assessment data to form a picture of student learning. DVUSD
celebrates data indicators that provide opportunity for growth in the goal of providing an extraordinary
educational experience for all students.
DVUSD Approach to Assessment
DVUSD’s approach to assessment includes appropriate periodicity within each content area and a focus
on five measurement purposes:
 baseline (beginning level of knowledge prior to instruction)
 inform instruction (level of understanding throughout instruction)
 show content mastery (summative)
 gauge student growth (summary of learning attained over a period of time)
 predict success (expectation of future performance)

Access DVUSD’s Curriculum Documents Online
1. Open a web browser and navigate to: https://portal.dvusd.org/
2. Select: “I’m a Guest”
3. Select: “More…” (bottom left)
4. Select “Curriculum Documents” under “Portal Tools”

5. Apply search filters to focus results.
6. Click folder icon beside desired file name to open.
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Standards for
Career and Technical
Education (CTE)
Workplace Employability Skills Standards from the Arizona Department of Education (ADE)
http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-education/workplace-employability-skills/
Workplace employability skills are critical to getting and keeping a job, as well as advancing in a career.
1.0 Complex Communication
6.0 Intergenerational and Cross-Cultural
2.0 Collaboration
Competence
3.0 Thinking and Innovation
7.0 Organizational Culture
4.0 Professionalism
8.0 Legal and Ethical Practices
5.0 Initiative and Self-Direction
9.0 Financial Practices
Integrated Academic Standards for Literacy (Reading & Writing), Mathematics, Science & Economics
Technical Standards from the Arizona Department of Education (ADE)
http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-education/tech-standards/
Technical standards represent entry-level performance of work in an occupation and may include:
 Terms, definitions, or symbols;
 Scientific methods, such as the steps in problem-solving;
 Characteristics, performances, and safety requirement; and
 State of the art in development, application, and operation.
ADE’s CTE Technical Standards Development Process
A Standards Validation Committee includes incumbent workers and/or their supervisors, secondary
instructors, community college instructors, and the CTE Program Specialist. The committee meets to
identify and validate the technical knowledge and skills necessary to perform the work. After the
Standards Validation Committee meets, a Review Committee examines the document for verbiage,
consistency of tone, and technical accuracy.

Research jobs and occupations; Gather information from trade
groups, professional associations, unions, and certifying
agencies; Review existing standards and program
implementation guidelines from other states

Recruit industry
participants; Develop
working materials

Conduct meeting;
Prepare final
document

Submit for review
and acceptance;
Disseminate
standards to
teachers

Course Competencies from Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD)
https://asa.maricopa.edu/departments/center-for-curriculum-transfer-articulation
DVUSD works with MCCCD partners to determine alignments of courses and programs.
Through this partnership students have the opportunity to earn college credit through dual enrollment
and credit by evaluation (availability can vary by campus & instructor).
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Standards for CTE Programs in DVUSD
CTE programs are sequences of courses that deliver a set of industry-validated technical standards
leading to an industry-recognized credential, postsecondary education and/or employment.
CTE Programs in DVUSD
ADE Standards
MCCCD Courses
Review Date
Accounting
02/2014
AAC109 / AAC115
Architectural Drafting
12/2014
CAD100 / CAD167
Biomedical Sciences
02/2015
Business Operations
07/2009
BPC110 / MGT175 / GBS110
Culinary Arts
02/2012
CUL105
Digital Communication
04/2013
Early Childhood Education
05/2016
ECH176 / EED212 / EED215
Education Professions
05/2016
EDU221
Engineering Sciences
03/2016
Film & TV (Media Production)
05/2012
CIS140 / CIS120DK/ CIS220DK / CIS120DL
Graphic Design
05/2012
CIS120DB / CIS120DF / CIS138DA / CIS220DF
Hospitality Management
05/2016
Interior Architectural Design
10/2008
INT105
Law Enforcement
10/2014
Nursing Services
04/2013
Professional Sales (Marketing)
05/2016
MKT271 / MGT253 / GBS151
Software Development
03/2015
CIS159 / CIS163AA
Sports Medicine
02/2014
HES154 / HES271 / HES275
Technical Theatre
06/2009
Web Page Development
03/2015
CIS133DA / CIS105 / CIS233DC
Arizona Skill Standards Assessment System
The Arizona Career and Technical Education
Skill Standards Assessment System was
created in response to HB2700 and similar
federal legislation that requires students to
pass industry-validated technical skill
assessments leading to an industry-recognized
credential, postsecondary education, and/or
employment. The Arizona Skills Standards
Commission is the validating entity for the
assessment system and the technical skill
assessments, certificates and transcripts. The
commission includes major business and
education representatives who meet on a
regular basis and work diligently in their role
as advocates for accountability and excellence
in Career and Technical Education in Arizona.

Technical Skill Assessments
Technical Skill Assessments are designed for
CTE students who are in their final Carnegie
Unit of the state-identified sequence of
courses for a program. Each assessment is 100
multiple-choice items that are aligned with
program technical standards and
measurement criteria. Assessment items range
in cognitive difficulty from knowledge and
comprehension to application, analysis, and
evaluation. The Technical Skill Assessment
provides student transcripts and certificates to
students meeting the pass score requirement.

90.00%
80.00%

DVUSD Pass Rates
Technical Skill Assessments
79.39%

78.80%

79.80%

2014

2015

2016

70.00%
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Curriculum for
Career and Technical
Education (CTE)
Mission
The mission of DVUSD’s CTE programs is to empower students to develop leadership, academic, and
technical skills needed in the global economy for continuous learning and workforce success.
Career and Technical Education
 offers opportunities to develop specialized skills while in high school and apply academic
knowledge in real world settings
 provides all students with cutting edge training in their chosen program of study, leading to
diverse post-secondary options
Total Program Delivery Model
Career and Technical Education embraces a total program delivery model that combines
1
classroom instruction, 2hands-on learning, 3leadership development, and 4career-based experience.
Components of this delivery model in practice that extend beyond the classroom include the following:
 Career and Technical Student Organizations (CTSOs)
CTSOs provide career and leadership development, motivation, and recognition for students.
Through CTSOs, career-oriented activities help students gain skills that maximize employment
potential and ability to become productive citizens in the workforce, home and community.
 School Based Enterprises (SBEs)
SBEs are an extension of CTE classrooms and contribute to the realization of the mission of
DVUSD & CTE. SBEs provide a real-world work experience for students in a CTE program and
foster the development of students’ technical and workplace employability skills.
 CTE Internships
Internship opportunities are a supervised work-based learning experience in a paid or unpaid
position within the CTE program of study. The CTE internship provides on-the-job experience and
valuable industry networking.
High School Graduation
Requirements include successful completion of 22 units of credit. One (1) credit of Career and Technical
Education (CTE) or Fine Arts is mandatory.
Curriculum Process and Products
Teams of CTE program teachers work in partnership with the DVUSD Curriculum, Instruction and
Assessment Specialist for CTE. These teams convene to review standards and assessment data for the
development and revision of DVUSD’s curriculum, including the following products for CTE programs:
 Scope & Sequence documents which identify the units of instruction within each semester along
with anticipated durations of each unit for pacing
 Standards Map spreadsheets that are used to identify coverage of CTE Technical Standards
within full CTE programs and across individual units of instruction
 Curriculum Guides that provide details for units of instruction including standards, enduring
understandings, essential questions, key concepts, student friendly objectives, vocabulary,
student examples illustrating depth of knowledge, and resources
DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Schedule of Curriculum Updates
CTE Programs in DVUSD
Accounting
@ SDOHS & Online

Architectural Drafting
@ BGHS

Biomedical Sciences
@ MRHS

Business Operations
@ BGHS & Online

Culinary Arts
@ BGHS

Digital Communication
@ DVHS, MRHS & SDOHS

Early Childhood Education
@ BCHS, MRHS & SDOHS

Education Professions
@ MRHS

Engineering Sciences

Scope & Sequence

Standards Map

Curriculum Guide

Fall 2016

Fall 2016

Summer 2016

Spring 2017

Spring 2017

Spring 2017

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

(Project Lead the Way – PLTW)

(Project Lead the Way – PLTW)

(Project Lead the Way – PLTW)

Spring 2017

Spring 2017

In Development

Summer 2014

Summer 2014

Summer 2014

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

In Development

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Spring 2017

Spring 2017

Spring 2017

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

(Project Lead the Way – PLTW)

(Project Lead the Way – PLTW)

(Project Lead the Way – PLTW)

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

@ DVHS

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Information Technology
(Web Page Development)

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2015

Fall 2016

Fall 2016

In Development

Summer 2015

Summer 2015

Summer 2015

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2015

@ BCHS & MRHS

Film & TV (Media Production)
@ BCHS, BGHS, DVHS, MRHS, SDOHS & Online

Graphic Design
@ BCHS, BGHS, DVHS, MRHS & SDOHS

Hospitality Management

Summer 2016
(National Academies Foundation NAF)

@ BCHS, BGHS, MRHS, SDOHS, VP & Online

Interior Architectural Design
@ SDOHS

Law Enforcement
@ BGHS

Nursing Services
@ DVHS

Professional Sales (Marketing)
@ BCHS, BGHS, DVHS, MRHS, SDOHS & Online

Software (Computer Science)
@ DVHS

Software Development
@ BCHS

Sports Medicine
@ DVHS & SDOHS

Technical Theatre
@ DVHS & SDOHS

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

(Project Lead the Way – PLTW)

(Project Lead the Way – PLTW)

(Project Lead the Way – PLTW)

Fall 2016

Fall 2016

In Development

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2015

Summer 2015

Summer 2015

West-MEC Central Programs
A variety of additional CTE programs are offered at off-site locations through West-MEC:









Aesthetician
Automotive Collision
Automotive Technology
Aviation Technology
Avionics/Electronics
Climate Control Technician
Coding
Cosmetology
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Emergency Medical Technician
Energy & Industrial Technology
Fire Science
General Construction Technology
IT Security
Law, Public Safety & Security
Massage Therapy
Medical Assisting

2016-2017








Medium/Heavy Diesel Technology
Pharmacy Technician
Physical Therapy Technician
Precision Manufacturing
Veterinary Sciences
Welding Technology
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Standards for
Early Childhood
Arizona Early Learning Standards from the Arizona Department of Education (ADE)
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2011/10/arizona-early-learning-standards-3rd-edition.pdf
The development process of the Arizona Early Childhood Education Standards began in February of
2001, through an Even Start Family Literacy Statewide Initiative Grant, which was housed in the
Department of Education’s Adult Education Section. The Arizona State Board of Education approved the
original standards document in May 2003.The Arizona Early Learning Standards have been developed to
provide a framework for the planning of quality learning experiences for all children three to five years
of age. The standards cover a broad range of skill development and provide a useful instructional
foundation for children from diverse backgrounds and with diverse abilities. The standards are intended
for use by all those who work with young children in any early care and education setting in urban, rural
and tribal communities.
The Early Learning
Standards document is
separated into specific
domains of learning, the
intent is not to suggest that
children’s skills develop
separately or apart from
each other. Nor is it the
intent that isolated skill
instruction be used as an
appropriate way to support
learning during the
preschool years. The
standards document is
based on the premises that
learning occurs on a
continuum and that
developmental domains are
highly interrelated.
Children succeed to their
highest potential in
nurturing environments
that support their learning
across domains.
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The Early Learning Standards domains are each organized into strands and related concepts.
•Self
•Relationships

•Initiative and Curiosity
•Attentiveness and
Persistence
•Confidence
•Creativity
•Reasoning and ProblemSolving

•Language
•Emergent Literacy
•Emergent Writing

Approaches to
Learning

Language and
Literacy

Mathematics

•Inquiry and Application

•Family
•Community
•Historical Thinking

•Physical and Motor
Development
•Health
•Safety

•Visual Arts
•Music and Creative
Movement
•Drama

Science

Social Studies

Physical
Development,
Health and Safety

Fine Arts

Social Emotional

•Counting and Cardinality
•Operations and Algebraic
Thinking
•Measurement and Data
•Geometry

Each child is a unique person with an individual personality, learning style, and experiential background.
These Early Learning Standards have been designed for use with all young children. Although children
develop through a generally predictable sequence of milestones, they may not proceed through them in
the same way and in the same amount of time. Development also proceeds at varying rates within the
different areas of a particular child’s functioning. Some children will exhibit skills far above their age
group in some areas of development, while other children may take longer to achieve certain indicators.
Some children may skip certain indicators altogether and this is normal for them. Variability among all
children, not just those with disabilities, is normal. Uniqueness is to be valued. Therefore, it is important
for early care and education professionals to individualize experiences, activities, the environment, and
materials to meet the child’s developmental needs, including those with developmental delays or
specific disabilities.
Assessment
The primary goal of the assessment in Early Childhood is to monitor and improve student development
and learning. Teaching Strategies Gold is the tool used to assess Early Childhood students. This
assessment tool aligns the standards, strands, and concepts in the Arizona Early Learning Standards with
the objectives, dimensions, and indicators.
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Curriculum for
Early Childhood
Preschool Philosophy and Goals
The Deer Valley Unified School District’s Preschool programs are based on the belief that all children can
learn and that each program provides quality child development services designed to meet and exceed
the individual needs of the children through an effective partnership with the staff, parents/guardians,
and community.
A child is a unique individual. Our preschools provide a literacy rich, play-based learning environment,
which promotes the physical, social, emotional, and creative development of each child. We encourage
children to express their individuality by offering developmentally appropriate experiences that:
Encourage self-esteem and self-reliance
Develop an interest and joy in learning
Enhance communication skills
Support concept development
Develop fine and gross motor skills
Develop self-control and responsibility
Encourage appropriate interactions with fellow preschoolers and adults
Teach problem solving and decision making skills
Encourage the child to have concern for others
Emphasize the cultural values and individual backgrounds of the home and family

We believe that young children are our most valuable resource for the future. We encourage active
learning with opportunities for self-esteem, enhancement, discovery, and decision-making.
We want our children to be aware of the world in which he/she lives, as well as the SPECIAL
UNIQUENESS that is theirs.
Our program is also designed to enrich and enhance preschool development by providing a variety of
multi-sensory opportunities in the areas of motor skill development, language, music, and creative arts.

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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DVUSD Adopted Curriculum Resources for Early Childhood
Creative Curriculum

The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool, is a comprehensive collection of knowledgebuilding resources and daily practice resources. The resource provides educators with
a strong knowledge base and a fundamental understanding of best practices in the
field.
The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool:
 Is based on 38 objectives for development and learning, which are fully
aligned with the Arizona Early Learning and Developmental Standards for
three and four-year-olds as well as the Head Start Child Development and
Early Learning Framework
 Offers daily opportunities to individualize instruction, that addresses all the
important areas of learning, from social-emotional and math to technology
and the arts, and incorporates them throughout every part of every day
 Provides built-in opportunities for observation, helping teachers and
administrators clearly see the strong relationship between curriculum and
assessment

Curiosity Corner 2

Curiosity Corner uses themes, cooperative learning, center-based activities, reading
circles, and video at home and school to engage, excite, and educate young children
in school and beyond.
Curiosity Corner 2 is a comprehensive program for three- and four-year- old
preschoolers designed to provide a strong foundation in language and literacy,
mathematics, science, listening and social skills, creative expression, and positive selfesteem through a holistic, thematic approach to instruction.
Curiosity Corner 2:
 Provides teachers with well-structured thematic units aligned with state and
national early learning guidelines
 Focuses on language and literacy is based on research that supports the
promotion of oral language and emergent literacy as key factors in later
academic achievement
 Provides a key link between home and school as parents learn how to
support the themes and skills being taught in school that same day

Both of these resources offer complete support for working with English- and dual-language learners.
DVUSD Adopted Curriculum Resource for Developmental Preschool
Big Day for PreK

Big Day for PreK’s approach to learning is grounded in cognitive research and builds
on young children’s knowledge of and curiosity about the world around them. The
comprehensive curriculum is designed to ensure that children acquire new
knowledge, skills, and understanding each day through hands-on experience,
purposeful play, and teacher-led instruction.
Big Day for PreK’s 5 BIG elements of success:
1. Big experiences launch learning in every lesson
2. Meaningful conversations build oral language and vocabulary
3. A wide variety of the best children’s literature and information texts gives
children access to books at school and home
4. Innovative technology engages children, teachers, and families
5. A new comprehensive curriculum that offers Daily Writing, Daily Math, and
Extended Play activities

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Standards for
English Language Arts &
Reading
Arizona College and Career Readiness Standards (AZCCRS) from the Arizona Department of Education
(ADE) http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/englishlanguageartsstandards/
Arizona’s English Language Arts and Literacy standards were adopted in 2010 and address the reading,
writing, language, and speaking and listening skills that each student will work to master as he/she
progresses through school and towards college and a career. These standards included six major shifts
to increase rigor from the previous standards.
The 6 Shifts in English Language Arts
Balancing Informational & Literary Text
Balancing Knowledge in the Disciplines
Staircase of Complexity
Text-Based Answers
Writing from Sources
Academic Vocabulary
The ELA AZCCRS use individual grade levels in kindergarten through grade 8 to provide useful
specificity and two‐year bands in grades 9–12 to allow schools, districts, and states flexibility in high
school course design.
Foundational
Skills
(K-5)

Literature and
Informational
Text
(K-12)

Writing
(K-12)

Speaking and
Listening
(K-12)

Language
(K-12)



Print Concepts





Text Types and
Purposes





Key Ideas and
Details

Comprehension

and Collaboration

Phonological
Awareness



Craft and
Structure





Phonics and
Word



Production and
Distribution of
Writing

Presentation of
Knowledge and
Ideas

Integration of
Knowledge and
Ideas



Research to
Build and
Present
Knowledge



Range of Writing




Recognition



Fluency



Range of Reading
and Level of Text
Complexity
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An Integrated Model of Literacy
Although the standards are divided into reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language strands
for conceptual clarity; the processes of communication are closely connected.
Range of Texts
Text
Grades K-5
Types
Includes children’s adventure stories,
Stories
Dramas
Poetry
Literary
NonFiction

Grades 6-12

folklores, legends, fables, fantasy, realistic
fiction, myths
Includes staged dialogue and brief familiar
scenes
Includes nursery rhymes and the subgenres
of the narrative poems, limerick, and free
verse poem
Includes bibliographies, books about
history, social studies, science, and the arts;
technical texts, including directions, forms,
and information displayed in graphs,
charts, or maps; and digital sources on a
range of topics

Includes subgenres of adventure stories, historical
fiction, realistic fiction, allegories, parodies, satire,
and graphic novels
Includes one-act and multi-act plays; both in written
form and on film
Includes subgenres of narrative poems, lyrical
poems, free verse poems, sonnets, odes, ballads,
and epics
Includes subgenres of exposition, argument, and
functional text in the form of personal essays,
speeches, opinion pieces, essays about art or
literature, biographies, memoirs, journalism,
and historical, scientific , technical, or economic
accounts (including digital sources) written for a
broad audience

Assessment
DVUSD
The primary goal of the assessment is to monitor and improve student performance and achievement in
English Language Arts. A second equally important role of assessment is to provide the necessary
information to improve curriculum and instructional practices. These two goals are inextricably linked
and cannot be considered apart from each other. In grades K-12, students take ELA assessments
consisting of foundational, language, reading, and writing skills.
In November 2014, the Arizona
State Board of Education
adopted a new statewide
achievement test: AzMERIT. This
assessment is administered to
students in grades 3-11.

2016 AzMERIT Passing Rates
English Language Arts
70

% Passing

60

57

61

60

58

56
45

50

50
44
36

40

33

30

The link below provides a series
of helpful resources to guide all
stakeholders.
http://azmeritportal.org/

20
Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
Arizona

Maricopa County
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Curriculum for
English Language Arts &
Reading
Mission
The mission of the English Language Arts Curriculum is to ensure that all students develop the language
and literacy skills that they need to pursue lifelong goals including finding personal enrichment and
participating as informed members of society.
English Language Arts Delivery Model
English Language Arts includes reading, writing, listening, speaking, and language. Deer Valley Unified
School District implements the Arizona College and Career Ready Standards, which ask students to read
stories and literature, as well as more complex texts that provide facts and background
knowledge. Students are challenged and asked questions that push them to refer back to what they
have read. This emphasizes critical-thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills that are required for
success in college, career, and life.
Curriculum Process and Products
Teams of teachers work with the English Language Arts Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
Specialist every year. The teams meet to analyze the standards and current assessment data to make
decisions about the development and revision of DVUSD’s curriculum documents.

Adoption of AZCCRS

Adoption of New
Curriculum
Resources

Creation of ELA
Scope, Sequence &
Pacing Guides

Revision of ELA
Assessments

High School Graduation Requirements
Requirements include successful completion of 22 units of credit. Four (4) credits of English Language
arts are mandatory.
High School ELA Course Offerings
Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Senior

ELA 1-2
ELA 1-2 Honors

ELA 3-4
ELA 3-4 Honors

ELA 5-6
AP Language &
Composition
Dual Enrollment*
IB Language Arts**

ELA 7-8
AP Literature &
Composition
Dual Enrollment*
IB Language Arts**
*Offerings vary by high school
**Barry Goldwater High School Only

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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DVUSD Adopted Curriculum Resources for English Language Arts (ELA)
Title
K-5: Reading Street

6-12: Collections

K-5: Write From the
Beginning and Beyond

K-5: Words Their Way

Resource Description
Reading Street nurtures a love of reading with authentic award-winning
literature. Students are exposed to a grade appropriate balance of fiction
and nonfiction literature that includes many different genres. Students
interact with text in multiple ways including interactive digital
resources. The Reading Street program builds early literacy skills for
decoding text and provides a structure for students to understand more
complex text.
(Adopted 2012-2013)
The Collections resource aligns to the district curriculum by helping
students develop abilities to analyze complex texts, determine evidence,
reason critically, and communicate thoughtfully. Components include
blended digital and print approach, complex texts including fiction,
nonfiction, and informational texts, and interactive writing lessons.
(Adopted 2014-2015)
Write from the Beginning and Beyond is a developmental program that
teaches students to use Thinking Maps® to create structured, meaningful
pieces of writing. Thinking Maps® allow students to visualize and organize
their thinking based on the fundamental thought process needed to
complete writing tasks.

(Adopted 2012-2013)
Words Their Way uses a developmental approach to support students in
the development of knowledge of English spelling and learning how to
examine words through active exploration using a hands-on manipulative
approach. During word study, students discover generalizations about
spelling, instead memorizing spelling rules. Students also learn the
regularities, patterns, and conventions of English orthography needed to
read and spell. The program is designed to increase knowledge about
words while studying not only the spelling but meanings of words based on
their spellings.
(Adopted 2012-2013)

3-12: Read 180

Read 180 is a multimedia program that blends teacher instruction with
innovative technology to help students become better readers. The
program is composed of small group instruction of skills from a teacher,
independent practice of skills through the use of computerized lessons, and
includes application through daily reading of texts.

(Adopted 2010-2011)
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Standards for
English Language Proficiency
English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards from the Arizona Department of Education (ADE)
http://www.azed.gov/english-language-learners/elps/
The ELP Standards were revised in 2010 and provide prerequisite language skills for English language
learners to access academic content. The standards provide the foundational linguistic knowledge for
students who are not proficient in English. A strong grammatical foundation is essential in the language
acquisition process for English language learners. There is a purposeful overlap of the ELP and the
Arizona College and Career Ready Standards language skills. The K-12 ELP Standards guide learning
instruction in reading, writing, listening, speaking, vocabulary and grammar for English language learners
in Sheltered English Immersion (SEI) classrooms or in mainstream classrooms for students on Individual
Language Learner Plan (ILLP).
English Language Proficiency Standards are organized by Stages (Grade-Bands), Domains or Language
Strand, Standards, Performance Indicators, and English proficiency levels. These stages are organized in
a developmental progression.

Stage I

Stage II

Stage III

Stage IV

Stage V

•Kindergarten

•Grades 1-2

•Grades 3-5

•Grades 6-8

•Grades 9-12

Performance Indicators
The performance indicators are designed to include the language demands and complexity necessary for
students to acquire the academic language essential to meet the needs of content area instruction.
Specific performance indicators include a content reference (math, science, social studies) where the
language of the content is most applicable in the instruction.
English Language
Proficiency (ELP)
Standards

Stage I
(Kindergarten)

Stage II-V
(Grades 1-12)

Listening and
Speaking Domain

1. Comprehension of Oral
Communications
2. Delivery of Oral Communications

1. Comprehension of Oral
Communications
2. Delivery of Oral Communications

Reading Domain

1. Print Concepts
2. Phonemic Awareness
3. Comprehending Text

1.
2.
3.
4.

Print Concepts
Phonemic Awareness
Fluency
Comprehending Text

Writing Domain

1. Standard English Conventions
2. Writing Applications
3. Writing Process/Writing Elements

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Standard English Conventions
Writing Applications
Writing Process
Writing Elements
Research

Language Strand

1. Standard English Conventions
2. Vocabulary

1. Standard English Conventions
2. Vocabulary

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum

2016-2017
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Proficiency Level
Classroom teachers use the proficiency levels to instruct
English language learners in reading, writing, listening and
speaking. Arizona English Language Leaner Assessment
(AZELLA) is used to determine proficiency levels ranging from
Pre-emergent, Emergent, Basic, Intermediate and Proficient.
Additionally, the variety of proficiency levels represent the
knowledge, skills and abilities students possess in order to
structure and craft verbal and written language in English.

Proficient
Intermediate
Basic
Emergent

PreEmergent

Required State Assessments
The Arizona English Language Learner Assessment (AZELLA) is a standards-based assessment that meets
both state and federal requirements to measure students’ English language proficiency for both
placement and reassessment purposes. Students identified as second language learners on the Home
Language Survey take the AZELLA placement test, and the students’ proficiency scores determine
appropriate placement for instruction. Students placed into an English language learner program will
also take the AZELLA reassessment annually until they achieve proficiency. Once proficiency is attained
on the AZELLA reassessment, students receive two years of academic monitoring to help ensure success.
Arizona Department of Education offers AZELLA Sample Tests to prepare students to engage with test
items: http://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella/

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

AZELLA Growth Data K-12
% Growth

% Exit

AZELLA Exit Data K-12

2015
State Average

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

2015

2016

State Average

DVUSD Average

2016
DVUSD Average

*The 2015 State Average on making progress is based on Federal Accountability AMA01 expectations.
2016 State Averages are not available at this time.
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Curriculum for
English Language Proficiency
Mission
The Deer Valley Unified School District is dedicated to providing all students who are English language
learners with the opportunity for English Language Development (ELD) through four hours of daily
instruction in English. Our focus is on ELD strategies while respecting cultural diversity. Students in the
(ELD) program will receive effective and appropriate instruction at his or her individual academic level.
We strive to give each student the tools necessary to communicate effectively with peers, teachers, and
community members, to develop listening, speaking, reading, grammar and writing skills, while
expanding their social skills for success in the classroom and community. Our program provides an
environment that is non-threatening and conducive to learning.
English Language Development Delivery Model
ELD delivery model includes reading, writing, listening, speaking, vocabulary and grammar.
Deer Valley Unified School District implements two program models: Structured English Immersion (SEI)
and mainstream placement using an Individual Language Learner Plan (ILLP). SEI and mainstream
classrooms must provide four hours of English language development (ARS 15-751 through ARS 15-756).

60 minutes of
reading

60 minutes of
writing

60 minutes of
grammar

60 minutes of
oral English
conversation/
vocabulary

Curriculum content and instruction are delivered in English applying SEI Strategies. SEI and mainstream
classrooms utilizing ILLPs deliver instruction using district adopted curriculum.

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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SEI

ILLP



English Language Development focuses on
four hours of intense English language
acquisition skills using ELD methods and SEI
strategies



ELD methods encompass phonology,
morphology, lexicon, syntax and semantics



SEI Strategies are tools teachers use with
curriculum to provide an English language

learner access to the curriculum. SEI
Strategies include, but are not limited to
realia, pictures, total physical response (TPR),
complete sentences, linguistic push (gradually
push students outside their linguistic comfort

zone), 50/50 (teacher talk/student talk)
graphic organizers





Teachers accommodate the curriculum and
curriculum assessments to the student’s
proficiency level
Schools who offer SEI classrooms:
o

Constitution Elementary

o

Park Meadows Elementary

o

Paseo Hills School

o

Village Meadows Elementary

o

Barry Goldwater High School



Schools with twenty or fewer English
language learners within a three grade span
utilize ILLPs



The ILLP specifically documents how four
hours of English language development will
be incorporated into the mainstream
classroom
The ILLP team shares the responsibility of
the learning outcomes of a student learning
English. The team includes the teacher,
parents/guardian, Teacher of ELL Specialist
and the principal
Three essential parts of the ILLP include:
o

Cover letter

o

Attachment A

o

Attachment B

 Attachment A specifies the language
learning goals the student will attain. The
language learning goals are derived from
English Language Proficiency Standards


Attachment B documents the student’s
progress towards the learning goals on
Attachment A



ILLP Attachment A and Attachment B are
updated quarterly

 Teachers accommodate the curriculum and
curriculum assessments to the student’s
proficiency level
Curriculum Process and Products
Teams of teachers work with the ELL Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment Specialist every year. The
teams meet to analyze the standards and current assessment data to make decisions about the
development and revision of DVUSD’s curriculum documents and assessments.

Adoption of ELP
Standards

AZELLA Revision

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum

Crosswalk of ELP
Standards and AZCCRS

2016-2017

Creation of ELD
Benchmark
Assessments
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Standards for
Fine Arts
Arts Standards from the Arizona Department of Education (ADE)
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/k-12standards/arts-standards/
The Arts Standards (approved May 2015) are now in full implementation starting during the 2016-17
school year. The Arts Standards include the areas of Visual Arts, Dance, Theatre, Media Arts, and Music
(General Music, Performing Ensemble, Harmonizing Instrument, Music Theory and Composition, and
Music Technology).
Philosophy and Rationale for the Arts
The arts are essential in education for they provide students with the means to think, feel, and
understand the world around them in ways unique and distinct from other academic disciplines. These
skills have been recognized as essential to lifelong success both in and out of school by a variety of
education and civic leaders, including the National Association of State Boards of Education, the
Education Commission of the States, and The Conference Board. These revised Arizona Academic
Standards in the Arts embrace the idea of Artistic Literacy – the ability of students to create art, perform
and present art, respond or critique art, and connect art to their lives and the world around them.
Creating –
Conceiving and
developing new artistic
ideas and work.

Performing –
Realizing artistic ideas
and work through
interpretation and
presentation

Responding –
Understanding and
evaluating how the arts
convey meaning

Connecting –
Relating artistic ideas
and work with personal
meaning and external
context.

Anchor Standard #1.
Generate and
conceptualize artistic
ideas and work.

Anchor Standard #4.
Analyze, interpret, and
select artistic work for
presentation.

Anchor Standard #7.
Perceive and analyze
artistic work.

Anchor Standard #10.
Synthesize and relate
knowledge and
personal experiences
to make art.

Anchor Standard #2.
Organize and develop
artistic ideas and work.

Anchor Standard #5.
Develop and refine
artistic work for
presentation.

Anchor Standard #8.
Interpret intent and
meaning in artistic
work.

Anchor Standard #11.
Relate artistic ideas and
works with societal,
cultural and historical
context to deepen
understanding.

Anchor Standard #3.
Refine and complete
artistic work.

Anchor Standard #6.
Convey meaning
through the
presentation of artistic
work.

Anchor Standard #9.
Apply criteria to
evaluate artistic work.

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Arts Standards
The Arizona Academic Standards in the Arts provide guidance on what a student should know and be
able to do in the arts disciplines: dance, music, theatre and visual arts. Every student should receive an
introduction to all five art forms in Arizona schools such that Arizona students develop an awareness of
the ways that the four Artistic Processes play out in the arts, and develop sufficient foundational skills to
solidify that awareness. In addition, every student should reach a high school proficient level in at least
one art form prior to graduation from high school. We believe these standards will help schools develop
quality arts education programs for their students. Eliot Eisner, a former professor at the Stanford
Graduate School of Education, defined 10 lessons that the arts teach:
Arizona Academic Standards in the Arts
The arts teach children to make good judgments
about qualitative relationships.
Unlike much of the curriculum in which correct
answers and rules prevail, in the arts, it is
judgment rather than rules that prevail.

The arts teach students that small differences can
have large effects. The arts traffic in subtleties.

The arts teach children that problems can have
more than one solution and that questions can
have more than one answer.

The arts teach students to think through and
within a material. All art forms employ some
means through which images become real.

The arts celebrate multiple perspectives.
One of their large lessons is that there are many
ways to see and interpret the world.

The arts help children learn to say what cannot
be said. When children are invited to disclose
what a work of art helps them feel, they must
reach into their poetic capacities to find the
words that will do the job.

The arts teach children that in complex forms of
problem solving purposes are seldom fixed, but
change with circumstance and opportunity.
Learning in the arts requires the ability and a
willingness to surrender to the unanticipated
possibilities of the work as it unfolds.

The arts enable us to have experience we can
have from no other source and through such
experience to discover the range and variety of
what we are capable of feeling.

The arts make vivid the fact that neither words in
their literal form nor numbers exhaust what we
can know. The limits of our language do not
define the limits of our cognition.

The arts' position in the school curriculum
symbolizes to the young what adults believe is
important.

Eisner, E. (2002). The Arts and the Creation of Mind, In Chapter 4, What the Arts Teach and How It Shows. (pp. 70-92). Yale University Press,
available from National Art Education Association Publications. NAEA grants reprint permission for this excerpt from Ten Lessons.
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Curriculum for
Fine Arts
Mission
The mission of the Fine and Performing Arts curriculum is to enrich the lives of young people through
exposure to the arts across multiple disciplines in an environment that emphasizes arts literacy,
stimulates creativity, and builds self-confidence.
Curricular Delivery Model
The DVUSD fine arts list of available courses is considered a full comprehensive curriculum for students.
District curriculum opportunities include student participation in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts.
While these courses involve the majority of students, enrichment courses include music & classical
theater productions, numerous music ensembles, dance ensembles, and a variety of medium- specific
courses in visual arts. Advanced Placement is available in Visual arts and Music Theory.
Assessment
DVUSD Fine Arts is unique in its assessment approach. All students must take courses in art and music
with content knowledge assessments given in grades 3 and 8 for Art. Grade 3 for Music, and when
students elect to take beginning band (Grades 5 or 6).
In the Performing Arts, authentic assessments in the content area are given for student ensembles.
Professional evaluators adjudicate rubric-based performances in the content area.
Content Knowledge Assessment

Performance Arts Assessment

Grade 3 Music
Grade 3 Art
Grade 8 Art
Beginning Band

Middle School Band
Middle School Choir
High School Band
High School Choir
High School Theatre (One-Act Play)
High School Dance

Middle School Arts Participation - DVUSD
40.00%
35.00%
30.00%
25.00%
20.00%
15.00%
10.00%
5.00%
0.00%
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Curriculum Process and Products
Teams of teachers work with the Arts Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment Specialist every year.
The teams meet to analyze the standards and current assessment data to make decisions about the
development and revision of DVUSD’s curriculum documents and assessments.

Adoption of
Standards

Revisions and
creation of
assessment

Crosswalk of current
curriculum

Creation of new
curriculum

High School Graduation Requirements
Requirements include successful completion of 22 units of credit. 1 credit of Fine Arts (or CTE) are
mandatory to graduate.
High School Fine Arts Course Offerings
Dance

Music

Theatre

Visual Arts

Dance Fundamentals

Band – Color Guard

Theatre 1-2

Art Humanities

Intermediate Dance

Concert Band

Theater 3-4

Introduction to Art

Advanced Dance

Symphonic Band

Advanced Theatre

Ceramics 1-2

Dance Ensemble

Wind Ensemble

Advanced Perf. Theatre

Ceramics 3-4

Performance Dance
Ensemble

Jazz Ensemble

Stage Production

3 Dimensional Design

Perf. Jazz Ensemble

Drawing 1-2

Percussion Ensemble

Drawing 3-4

Orchestra

Painting 1-2

Guitar 1-2

Painting-3-4

Advanced Perf. Guitar

Studio Art I

Music Theory

Studio Art II

AP Music Theory
Piano

2 Dimensional Design
Digital Photography

Advanced Perf. Piano

2-D Portfolio Prep.

Chorus

3-D Portfolio Prep.

Concert Choir

AP Studio Art: Drawing

Advanced Perf. Choir

AP Studio Art: 2D Design

Music Humanities

AP Studio Art: 3D Design
Ceramics

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Standards for
Mathematics
Arizona College and Career Ready Standards (AZCCRS) for Mathematics
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/mathematics-standards-2/
The AZCCRS for mathematics were developed and adopted by the Arizona Department of Education
(ADE) in 2010.
3 Key Shifts in Mathematics

FOCUS

COHERENCE

RIGOR

Greater focus with fewer
topics

Think across grades and
links to major topics

Pursue conceptual
understanding and
procedural fluency

MP.1 Make sense of problems
and persevere in solving them.
MP.6 Attend to precision.

Overarching Habits of Mind
of a Productive Mathematical
Thinker

Mathematical Practices
The 8 standards of Mathematical Practice are an essential component for all K-12 mathematics. These
practices describe the characteristics and traits that mathematics educators at all levels should seek to
develop in their students.
Reasoning and Explaining
MP.2 Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
MP.3 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.
Modeling and Using Tools
MP.4 Model with Mathematics
MP.5 Use appropriate tools strategically.
Seeing Structure and Generalizing
MP.7 Look for and make use of structure.
MP.8 Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

In K-8, each grade contains work on several math domains. In high school, the math standards are
arranged in conceptual categories.
Grade

K

1

2

3

4

5

Domains

Counting &
Cardinality
Operations & Algebraic Thinking
Number & Operations in Base Ten
Fractions

6

7

8

Ratios &
Proportional
Functions
Relationships
Expression & Equations
The Number System

Measurement & Data

Statistics & Probability

Geometry

Geometry

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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HS Conceptual
Categories
Functions
Algebra
Number &
Quantity
Statistics &
Probability
Geometry
Contemporary
Mathematics
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Each conceptual category in the high school mathematics standards has domains. The high school
standards specify the mathematics that all students should study in order to be college and career
ready.

Domains

Conceptual
Category

Number &
Quantity

Algebra

Functions

The Real
Number
System

Seeing
Structure in
Expressions

Interpreting
Functions

Quantities

Arithmetic
with
Polynomials
& Rational
Expressions

Geometry

Statistics &
Probability

Circles

Interpreting
Categorical &
Quantitative
Data

Building
Functions

Similarity,
Right
Triangles, &
Trigonometry

Making
Inferences &
Justifying
Conclusions

Conditional
Probability &
the Rules of
Probability

Using
Probability
to Make
Decisions

Congruence

The
Complex
Number
System

Creating
Equations

Linear,
Quadratic, &
Exponential
Models

Expressing
Geometric
Properties
with
Equations
Geometric
Measurement
& Dimension

Vector &
Matrix
Quantities

Reasoning
with
Equations &
Inequalities

Trigonometric
Functions

Modeling
with
Geometry

Contemporary
Mathematics
(AZ addition)

Discrete
Mathematics

Assessment
DVUSD
Grade K-8 math includes unit and benchmark assessments. Each unit consists of pre/mid/post-tests that
are administered via paper/pencil. Benchmark math assessments for K-8 consist of multiple
choice/multiple select exams administered 2-3 times throughout the school year.
High school math course assessments consist of multiple choice and free-response (written) semester
exams that are administered via paper/pencil or online.

2016 AzMERIT Passing Rates - Math
% Passing

70
60

62

58

60

58

50

37

40

48

44

43

39
33

30
20

Arizona

Maricopa County
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STATE
In November 2014, the Arizona
State Board of Education adopted
a new statewide achievement
test, AzMERIT, for Arizona
students. This assessment is
administered to grades 3-11.
Additional AzMERIT assessment
information is available on the
DVUSD website. A series of
helpful resources to guide all
stakeholders are available online:
http://azmeritportal.org/studentsand-families/

Deer Valley Unified District

2016-2017
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Curriculum for
Mathematics
Mission
The mission of the Mathematics curriculum is to ensure that all students develop a balance of
conceptual understanding of key ideas as well as procedural knowledge necessary for efficient problem
solving that they need to be successful members of society.
Mathematics Delivery Model
In order to achieve a balance of conceptual understanding and procedural knowledge, students receive
both direct instruction and opportunities to engage in thought-provoking mathematical tasks. Deer
Valley Unified School District implements the Arizona College and Career Ready Standards, which ask
students to learn mathematics content as well as become math practitioners using the Standards for
Mathematical Practices.
Curriculum Process and Products
Teams of teachers work with the Mathematics Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment Specialists every
year. The teams meet to analyze the standards and current assessment data to make decisions about
the development and revision of DVUSD’s curriculum documents and assessments.
 Scope and Sequence Documents identify the units of instruction within each semester, along with
anticipated durations of each unit and guidelines for assessments.
 Curriculum Documents include the scope and sequence as well as the standards, enduring
understandings, essential questions, key concepts, student friendly objectives, vocabulary,
student examples illustrating depth of knowledge, and resources.
 Condensed Curriculum Guides were abbreviated versions of curriculum documents created for
each individual unit in Algebra 1-2, Geometry, and Algebra 3-4.

Adoption of AZCCRS

Adoption of New
Curriculum Resources

Creation of Math
Scope, Sequence &
Pacing Guides

Revision of Math
Assessments

High School Graduation Requirements
Requirements include successful completion of 22 units of credit. Four (4) credits of Mathematics are
mandatory.
High School Math Course Offerings
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior

Algebra 1-2
Algebra 1-2 H
Geometry 1-2
Geometry 1-2 H
Algebra 3-4
Algebra 3-4 H
Algebra Applications*

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum

Senior Level, AP, and Dual Enrollment Courses
Senior
Pre-Calculus H
College Math
College Algebra
Probability and
Statistics*
Financial Math

AP
Statistics*
Calculus AB*
Calculus BC*

2016-2017

Dual Enrollment
Calculus w/Analytic Geometry I
(MAT221)
Calculus w/Analytic Geometry II
(MAT231)
College Algebra (MAT151)
College Math (MAT142)
Elements of Statistics (MAT206)
Plane Trigonometry (MAT182)
Pre-Calculus (MAT187)
*Offerings vary by high school

[Page 27]

DVUSD Adopted Curriculum Resources for Mathematics
Title
Engage NY (Eureka Math)

Grades K-8
Glencoe HS Math Series

Resource Description
Engage NY (Eureka Math) connects math to the real world in ways
that take fear out of math and build student confidence – while
helping students achieve true understanding lesson by lesson and
year after year. Teacher and student modules can be accessed
digitally or printed through our Digital Print Shop. In addition,
Eureka Math offers Parent Tips for each grade level.
(Adopted Spring 2014)
The Glencoe High School Math Series empowers teachers to prepare
every student for success in math inside and outside the classroom.
Lessons, resources, and assessments work together for a complete
and rigorous program. Due to the age of the text, the publisher
added free supplemental common core PDFs.

High School
Algebra 1-2,
Geometry,
Algebra 3-4
Pearson (various)

High School
Algebra Applications,
Algebra 3-4 H,
Statistics,
College Algebra,
College Math
Cengage
(formerly Houghton Mifflin)

(Adopted 2009-2010)
Upper level courses utilize several different texts from Pearson
including Mathematics in Action (Algebra Applications), College
Algebra and Trigonometry (Algebra 3-4 H), Statistics: The Art and
Science of Learning from Data (Statistics courses), Algebra for
College Students (College Algebra), and Mathematical Ideas (College
Math).

(Mathematics in Action Adopted 2010-2011)
(All Others Adopted 2009-2010)
Additional upper level and AP courses utilize texts from Cengage
Learning including Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus with Limits, and
Calculus.

High School
Trigonometry,
Pre-Calculus H,
Calculus

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Standards for
Physical Education &
Health
Physical Education
Physical education is a school-based instructional opportunity for students to gain the necessary skills
and knowledge for lifelong participation in physical activity. Physical education is characterized by a
planned, sequential K-12 curriculum (course of study) that provides cognitive content and learning
experiences in a variety of activity areas. Quality physical education programs assist students in
achieving the national standards for K-12 physical education. The outcome of a quality physical
education program is a physically educated person who has the knowledge, skills, and confidence to
enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity. Highly Qualified, trained teachers teach physical education.
Highly Qualified Physical Education Specialists base their teaching on the national standards for K-12
Physical Education (NASPE, 2004) in order to provide students a foundation of skills and knowledge that
can apply to many activities so that students are willing, able, and interested in seeking a lifetime of
physical activity.
Health
The Arizona Health Education and Physical Education Standards Articulated by Grade Level provide a
foundation for all students. These standards are well articulated across the grade spans. Concepts and
skills that are critical to the understanding of important processes and relationships are emphasized.
The need to understand and use a variety of Health Education and Physical Education strategies in
multiple contextual situations has never been greater. The need for physical activity and healthy
behaviors continues to increase in all aspects of everyday life. Educators can help students adopt and
maintain healthy behaviors by using a standards-based approach to health education and physical
education. The educator’s role includes teaching skills and functional information (essential concepts),
helping students determine personal values that support healthy behaviors, helping students develop
group norms that value a healthy lifestyle, and helping students develop the essential skills necessary to
adopt, practice, and maintain health-enhancing behaviors. The National Health Education and Physical
Education Standards provide a framework for designing or selecting curricula. Specific content can be
infused into the Standards and is determined by local education agencies.
Philosophy and Rationale for Physical Education
The overarching goal of school physical education in Arizona is to ensure that school-aged youth become
physically literate individuals who possess the skills, knowledge and dispositions to lead physically active
lives. The revised physical education content standards presented here provide the expectations that
school programs and services will set for all Arizona students.
There are several key points that deserve to be highlighted to set the context for the new physical
education content standards and related grade level-specific performance outcomes. They include:
a) the need for effective physical education programs for all Arizona children and youth,
b) the importance of health-enhancing physical activity,
c) differentiating physical education from physical activity, and
d) current trends and issues in school physical education.

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Arizona Standards for K-12 Physical Education
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/physical-education-standards/
The goal of physical education is to develop physically literate individuals who have the knowledge, skills
and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity.
To pursue a lifetime of healthful physical activity, a physically literate individual:
 Has learned the skills necessary to participate in a variety of physical activities
 Knows the implications and the benefits of involvement in various types of physical activities
 Participates regularly in physical activity
 Is physically fit
 Values physical activity and its contributions to a healthful lifestyle.

Standard 1

The physically literate individual demonstrates competency in a variety of motor skills
and movement patterns.

Standard 2

The physically literate individual applies knowledge of concepts, principles, strategies
and tactics related to movement and performance.

Standard 3

The physically literate individual demonstrates the knowledge and skills to achieve
and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical activity and fitness.

Standard 4

The physically literate individual exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that
respects self and others.

Standard 5

The physically literate individual recognizes the value of physical activity for health,
enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and/or social interaction.

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Curriculum for
Physical Education &
Health
Mission
The mission of Deer Valley Unified School District Physical Educators is to educate minds, develop
healthy bodies, and promote positive attitudes towards lifetime physical activity, fitness, and sport skills.
With a quality Physical Education Program in place that is aligned to National and State standards for
Physical Education, each student will be empowered with the knowledge and skills necessary to make
responsible lifestyle choices that directly impact his/her health and well-being.
Curricular Delivery Model
Curriculum — one of the four essential components of physical education — is the written, clearly
articulated plan for how standards and education outcomes will be attained. DVUSD PE curriculum for
grades K-12 is sequential and comprehensive. It should is based on national and/or state standards and
grade-level outcomes for physical education, and includes learning objectives for students as well as
units and lessons for teachers to implement. Overall, the physical education curriculum serves the
purpose of standardizing the curriculum in our schools and ensures equitable education for all students.
Assessment
DVUSD PE requires a content knowledge approach in three grade levels. The pre- and post-assessments
each have a unique design. The post assessment measures only end-of course content. The preassessment measures both previously learned content and end-of-course content. Specifically, 60
percent of the pre-assessment aligns with end-of course content, and 40 percent aligns with prerequisite or entry-level skill and knowledge. For example, the third grade music pre-assessment has 40
percent of its content derived from second grade PE standards. This design allows for a high degree of
reliability and validity for both assessments in order to accurately measure student achievement at the
beginning and ending of the course.

Content Knowledge Assessment


Grade 3 PE



Grade 8 PE



Grade 9 PE

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Curriculum Process and Products
Teams of teachers work with the PE Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment Specialist every year. The
teams meet to analyze the standards and current assessment data to make decisions about the
development and revision of DVUSD’s curriculum documents and assessments.

Adoption of
Standards

Revisions and
creation of
assessment

Crosswalk of current
curriculum

Creation of new
curriculum

High School Graduation Requirements
Requirements include successful completion of 22 units of credit. ½ credit of PE and ½ credit of Heath
are mandatory to graduate.
High School Physical Education Course Offerings
Required PE/Health

Electives

Racquet /Individual Sports

Advanced Physical Education

Fitness Center

Systematics 1-2

Team Sports

Systematics 3-4

Health

Systematics 5-6

General Physical Education

Power Training

Limited Physical Education

Advanced Fitness Center
Lifetime Sports

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Standards for
Science
Arizona Science Standards from the Arizona Department of Education (ADE)
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/academic-standards/science-standard/
Arizona Science Standards were last updated in 2005 for all grade levels.
The Science Standard Articulated by Grade Level is divided into the following six strands:
Strand
1.0 Inquiry Process
2.0 History and
Nature of Science
3.0 Science in
Personal and
Social Perspectives

4.0 Life Science

5.0 Physical
Science

6.0 Earth and
Space Science

Concept

K

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

HS

1 - Observations, Questions, and Hypotheses
2 - Scientific Testing (Investigating and Modeling)
3 - Analysis and Conclusions
4 - Communication
1 - History of Science as a Human Endeavor
2 - Nature of Scientific Knowledge
1 - Changes in Environment
2 - Science and Technology in Society
3 - Human Population Characteristics (HS)
1 - Characteristics of Organisms (K-4); Structure & Function in Living Systems
(5-8); The Cell (HS)
2 - Life Cycles (K-4); Reproduction and Heredity (5-8); Molecular Basis of
Heredity (HS)
3 - Organisms and Environments (K-4); Populations of Organisms in an
Ecosystem (5-8); Interdependence of Organisms (HS)
4 - Diversity, Adaptation, and Behavior (K-8); Biological Evolution (HS)
5 - Matter, Energy, and Organization in Living Systems, Including Human
Systems (HS)
1 - Properties of Objects and Materials (K-4); Properties and Changes of
Properties in Matter (5-8); Structure and Properties of Matter (HS)
2 - Position and Motion of Objects (K-4); Motion and Forces (5-8); Motions
and Forces (HS)
3 - Energy and Magnetism (K-4); Transfer of Energy (5-8); Conservation of
Energy & Increase in Disorder (HS)
4 - Chemical Reactions (HS)
5 - Interactions of Energy and Matter (HS)
1 - Properties of Earth Materials (K-4); Structure of the Earth (5-8);
Geochemical Cycles (HS)
2 - Objects in the Sky (K-3); Earth's Processes and Systems (4-8); Energy in the
Earth System, Internal & External (HS)
3 - Changes in the Earth and Sky (K-4); Earth in the Solar System (5-8); Origin
& Evolution of Earth System (HS)
4 - Origin and Evolution of the Universe (HS)

Arizona College and Career Ready Standards (AZCCRS) - Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/academic-standards/science-standard/
ADE’s Science Standards Development Process
The Science Standard Revision Committee was composed of a statewide representation of scientists and
science educators to reflect school districts large and small, rural and urban, as well as the ethnic
diversity of Arizona. The goal was to articulate, or align, the current academic standards by grade level
(K-8) and in high school with the state requirement of two years of high school science.
Committee created
draft using nationally
recognized
publications
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Assessments
AIMS Science
Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) Science is a standards based assessment that
measures student proficiency of the Arizona Academic Content Standards in Science. AIMS Science is
administered in grades 4, 8, and HS Biology in the spring.

2015 AIMS Passing Rates - Science
% Passing
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0
4th Grade
ARIZONA

8th Grade

Maricopa County

HS Biology 2018 Cohort

Deer Valley Unified School District

District Assessments
Students are assessed at every grade level in Science.
 Kindergarten through third grade District Science assessments consist of unit pre-/post- tests
that are administered via paper/pencil or through the district’s online testing system.
 Fourth and fifth grade District Science assessments are administered quarterly via paper/pencil
or through the district’s online testing system.
 Sixth grade District Science assessments are administered at the end of the semester via
paper/pencil or through the district’s online testing system.
 Seventh and eighth grade District Science assessments consist of multiple choice semester exams
via the district’s online testing system.
 High School Science course assessments consist of two types of assessments. Performance tasks
are a two day assessment administered during the semester in alignment with the course scope
and sequence. Multiple choice semester exams are administered at the end of each semester.
All high school Science district exams are administered via the district’s online testing system.
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Curriculum for
Science
Adopted Curriculum
Adopted resources are materials for teachers and students that support learning of the Science
standards in a particular grade level or course of study.
Grade Level
Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grade
6th Grade
7th/8th Grade
High School

Adopted Curriculum
Animals Two by Two, Trees and Weather, Materials in Our World
Balance and Motion, New Plants, Pebbles Sand and Silt
Air and Weather, Insects, Solids and Liquids
Earth Materials, Physics of Sound, Structures of Life
Water, Environments , Landforms, Magnetism and Electricity
Human Body, Levers and Pulleys, Mixtures and Solutions, Sun Moon Stars
Diversity of Life, Weather and Water
McDougal Littell Science Modules
(http://www.classzone.com/books/ml_science_comp/?state=AZ)
High School courses utilize a variety of materials from the following publishers:
Pearson/Prentice Hall, McDougal Littell, Cengage, Holtzbrinck, Glencoe/McGraw
Hill, and Kendall Hunt (http://www.dvusd.org/Page/30687)

*Kindergarten through Sixth grade utilize the Full Option Science System (FOSS). FOSS is a researchbased program developed at the Lawrence Hall of Science (LHS), University of California, Berkeley with
support from the National Science Foundation. FOSS developers are dedicated to the proposition that all
students learn science best by doing science. FOSS investigations provide in-depth exposure to subject
matter while guaranteeing that the cognitive demands placed on students are appropriate to their
cognitive abilities. Adopted modules correlate with the Arizona Science Standards for each grade level.
Deer Valley Unified School District (DVUSD) in partnership with the Deer Valley Education Foundation
(DVEF) maintains a central warehousing and distribution system for the FOSS modules. Many of the living
organisms are furnished to classrooms at no cost through the DVEF Science Resource Center.

High School Graduation
Requirements include successful completion of 22 units of credit. Three credits of lab science are
required, one of which must be Biology.
Curriculum Process and Products
Teams of Science teachers work in partnership with the DVUSD Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment
Specialist for Science. These teams convene to review standards and assessment data for the
development and revision of DVUSD’s curriculum, including the following products for Science
programs:
● Scope & Sequence documents which identify the units of instruction within each semester along
with anticipated durations of each unit for pacing
● Standards Map spreadsheets that are used to identify coverage of Arizona Science Standards
within full science programs and across individual units of instruction
● Curriculum Guides that provide details for units of instruction including standards, enduring
understandings, essential questions, key concepts, student friendly objectives, vocabulary,
student examples illustrating depth of knowledge, and resources.
DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
2016-2017
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Schedule of Curriculum Updates
All DVUSD Science courses have current curriculum documents. Future revisions are scheduled for the
years indicated.
Science Programs in DVUSD
K-3rd, 5th – 7th Grades
4th and 8th Grade
All High School district courses
 Anatomy/Physiology
 Biology
 Chemistry
 Earth Science
 Environmental Science
 Forensic Science
 Medical Science
 Physics

Scope & Sequence
Summer 2018
Summer 2016
Summer 2016

Standards Map
Summer 2018
Summer 2016
Summer 2016

Curriculum Guide
Summer 2018
Summer 2016
Summer 2016

Advanced Placement Programs
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/program/index.html
The Advanced Placement Program is offered at all DVUSD high schools providing students with collegelevel courses in a high school setting. In Advanced Placement (AP) courses, students can earn college
credit, placement, or both by qualifying AP exam scores that are taken in late spring of each year.
Course availability can vary by campus and instructor. The following Advanced Placement courses are
offered at DVSUD high schools.
● AP Biology
● AP Chemistry
● AP Environmental Science
● AP Physics 1
● AP Physics 2
Dual Enrollment Courses
Course Competencies from Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD)
https://asa.maricopa.edu/departments/center-for-curriculum-transfer-articulation
DVUSD works with MCCCD partners to determine alignments of courses and programs.
Through this partnership students have the opportunity to earn college credit through dual enrollment
(availability can vary by campus & instructor). Students experience college level courses – the curriculum
and text have been approved by MCCCD. These challenging courses enhance high level thinking skills
and provide incentive to advance beyond the high school level. Best of all, transition from high school to
college begins early and occurs conveniently in a familiar, comfortable environment. The following
Science Dual Enrollment courses are offered at DVSUD high schools:
● BIO 100 Biology for Non-Majors
● BIO 105 Environmental Biology
● BIO 160 Anatomy and Physiology
● CHEM 151/152 General Chemistry
● PHY 111/112 General Physics
Additional Dual Enrollment information is on the MCCCD website:
https://asa.maricopa.edu/departments/office-of-student-affairs/programs/dual-enrollment
DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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Standards for
Social Studies
Arizona Academic Standards for Social Studies
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/academic-standards/social-studies-standard/
The Arizona academic standards for social studies for grades Kindergarten through high school were
adopted by the state on September 26, 2005 and most recently updated on May 22, 2006.
The content and skills of all five strands are designed to be taught in the context of Social Studies in
grades K-8. At the high school level, content area knowledge and skills are course specific. The high
school strands reflect frameworks for complete courses of study in each of the content areas
represented by the five strands.
Strand 1
American History

Strand 2
World History

Strand 3
Civics/Government

Strand 4
Geography

Strand 5
Economics

Research Skills
for History

Research Skills
for History

Foundations of
Government

The World in
Spatial Terms

Foundations of
Economics

Early Civilizations

Early
Civilizations

Structure of
Government

Places and
Regions

Microeconomics

World in
Transition

Functions of
Government

Physical Systems

Renaissance and
Reformation

Rights,
Responsibilities,
and Roles of
Citizenship

Exploration and
Colonization
Revolution and
New Nation
Westward
Expansion
Civil War and
Reconstruction

Macroeconomics

Human Systems

Encounters and
Exchange
Age of
Revolution

Emergence of the
Modern United
Age of
States
Imperialism
Great Depression
and World War II
Postwar United
States

Global Economics

Government
Systems of the
World

Personal Finance
Environment and
Society
Geographic
Applications

World at War
Contemporary
World

Contemporary
United States
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Arizona College and Career Ready Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/academic-standards/social-studies/
In addition to the Arizona Academic Standards, social studies courses follow requirements set by the
Arizona College and Career Ready Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies. Literacy standards for
grade 6 and above are predicated on teachers of history and social studies using their content area
expertise to help students meet the particular challenges of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
language in their respective fields. It is important to note that the 6–12 literacy standards in
history/social studies are not meant to replace academic content standards but rather to supplement
them. These standards were adopted by Arizona in 2010.
Graduation Requirements for Social Studies
The State Board of Education is responsible for setting statewide minimum requirements for graduation
from high school, which can be found in Arizona Administrative Code R7-2-302. The statewide minimum
course of study for social studies requires students to take three credits in social studies to include one
credit of American history, including: Arizona history; one credit of world history/geography; one-half
credit of American government, including Arizona government; and one-half credit of economics.
Required State Assessments for Social Studies
Currently, the only assessment in the area of social studies required by the state of Arizona is the Civics
Test. The American Civics Act, also known as HB 2064, stipulates beginning with the graduating class of
2017, in order to graduate from high school or obtain a high school equivalency diploma, a student must
correctly answer at least 60 of the one hundred questions listed on a test that is identical to the civics
portion of the naturalization test used by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services. The
law also reads that a pupil who does not obtain a passing score may retake the test as many times as
necessary to obtain a passing score.
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Test:
http://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Office%20of%20Citizenship/Citizenship%20Resource%20
Center%20Site/Publications/100q.pdf
Practice Test:
https://my.uscis.gov/prep/test/civics
Arizona Civics Test Review:
http://azcivicstestreview.wikispaces.com/AZ+Civics+Test+Home
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Curriculum for
Social Studies
Social Studies Curriculum Goals
The goal of the social studies curriculum is to provide strategies and activities to engage students to:
 think critically and creatively
 develop literacy skills
 apply learning to authentic situations
 build understanding of historic and cultural perspectives
 understand government and political systems
 connect learning to current issues
 acquire knowledge and skills to become responsible and competent citizens
Social Studies Content Delivery: Kindergarten - 6th Grade
The DVUSD Curriculum Department has established a set of guidelines to help elementary schools
create an instructionally sound full school day schedule. These guidelines are based on the Arizona
Department of Education recommended minutes of instruction for elementary schools. Schools are
required to meet the guidelines for K-6 instructional minutes (or come very close to meeting them). The
purposeful and deliberate allocation of instructional minutes allows teachers to meet the needs of all
students. Students in Kindergarten through 6th grade will receive 90 minutes of social studies and
science instruction on a full school day schedule.
Social Studies High School Course Offerings
The following courses can satisfy the three credits of social studies needed for graduation.
Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Senior

-

World History

American/Arizona History

American/Arizona Government

World History Honors

AP United States History

Economics

AP World History

IB History of Americas I

Free Enterprise

World History (HIS 110/111)*

US History (HIS 103/104)*

Advanced Marketing
AP U.S. Government & Politics
AP Micro-Economics
AP Macro-Economics
IB History of Americas II
IB 20th Century World History
US & AZ Government (POS 110)*

*Dual enrollment course
NOTE: Availability of Honors, AP, IB, and Dual Enrollment courses varies by campus.
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DVUSD Adopted Curriculum Resources for Social Studies
Title

Resource Description

Title

Resource Description

Grade K and 1:
Social Studies

The social studies textbooks
for grades K-1 feature
narratives, photos, maps,
charts, and interactive
activities allowing students
introduction to local and state
communities focusing on:

Grade 7 and 8:
Discovering our Past: A
History of the U. S.

Integrated print and digital
curriculum covers the history
of the United States through
the end of Reconstruction in
1877 CE. Problem based
learning, document based
questioning, analyzing primary
and secondary source
documents help develop
student writing, critical
thinking and analysis skills

Grade 10:
World History and
Geography

Digital textbook includes
videos, online interactive
student projects, and digital
resources. The content covers
the history of the world from
2300 BCE to the present.
Utilizes primary source
documents, quotes, maps,
charts, and graphs to build
critical thinking and historical
understanding.
Explores the history of our
nation and brings the past to
life for today’s high school
students. The program
includes a strong emphasis on
biographies and primary
sources, document-based
questions, critical thinking
and building historical
understanding, as well as
developing close reading
skills.
Digital resource is updated
annually. It includes
narratives enhanced with
primary sources, political
cartoons, charts, graphs, and
photos. Includes access to
additional resources such as
current events, timelines,
interactive Constitution,
Citizenry Activity Pack, and
Supreme Court cases.

Kindergarten: Our World,
Now and Long Ago
1st Grade: A Child’s View
Grade 2 and 3:
Social Studies

Grades 2 & 3 begin to
introduce students to the
people and interactions in
world around them and using
critical inquiry with in class
projects, interactive map
skills, and biographies
2nd Grade: People We Know
3rd Grade: Our Communities

Grade 4:
Social Studies: AZ

Textbook used to meet the 4th
grade Arizona history and
geography standards.
Features of the textbook
include narratives, photos and
illustrations, primary sources
and biographies, charts, maps,
points of view, and activities
to build critical thinking and
citizenship skills.

Grade 11:
United States History
and Geography

Grade 5:
United States History

Consumable workbooks which
include narratives, photos,
illustrations, maps, graphs,
and interactive activities.
Leveled readers to build
content and literacy skills are
part of the resource
components. Digital resources
are available to enrich the
curriculum with interactive
videos and source material.

Grade 12:
Magruder’s American
Government

Grade 6:
Discovering Our Past: A
History of the World

Covers the history of the
world from the Paleolithic
age in 8000 BCE through
the Enlightenment in
1650CE. Interactive chapter
openers, maps, timelines, and
biographies engage students.
Digital resources are available
with interactive listening and
note taking. Customizable
tools develop writing and
historical analysis skills.

Grade 12:
Economics

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum
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The key concepts in the text
are based upon the 20
content standards endorsed
by the National Council on
Economic Education (NCEE).
The resource includes
narratives, interactive
graphics, animations, videos,
and a Personal Finance
Handbook.
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Standards for
Technology
Arizona Department of Education - Educational Technology Standards 2009
In order to ensure that all students have the skills and capacity to solve the complex problems facing
society today and in the future, this Educational Technology Standard guides efforts to enhance student
learning through the integration of technology and academics. It also provides a framework that
supports the learning process.
Organizations such as the Partnership for 21st Century Skills, the American Library Association, and
International Society for Technology in Education have identified the skills and habits of the mind that
students need to thrive in the new economy and solve the complex problems facing our society.
Research in cognitive science is finding that the ability of a learner to demonstrate these skills is
enhanced by the use of existing and emerging technologies.
Organization of the Educational Technology Standards
The Educational Technology Standard Articulated by Grade Level is divided into six main strands:

Creativity and
Innovation

Technology
Operations and
Concepts

Communication
and Collaboration

Digital Citizenship

Research and
Information
Literacy

Critical Thinking,
Problem Solving
and Decision
Making
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Each strand of the Educational Technology Standards is divided into concepts that broadly define the
skills and knowledge that students are expected to know and be able to do. Under each concept are
performance objectives (POs) that more specifically delineate the ideas to be taught and learned.

Strand

Education Technology Concepts

Creativity and Innovation

Concept 1: Knowledge and Ideas
Concept 2: Models and Simulations
Concept 3: Trends and Possibilities

Communication and
Collaboration

Concept 1: Effective Communication and Digital Interactions
Concept 2: Digital Solutions
Concept 3: Global Connections

Research and Information
Literacy

Concept 1: Planning

Critical Thinking, Problem
Solving and Decision Making

Concept 1: Investigation

Digital Citizenship

Concept 1: Safety and Ethics

Concept 2: Processing

Concept 2: Exploring Solutions

Concept 2: Leadership for Digital Citizenship
Technology Operations and
Concepts

Concept 1: Understanding
Concept 2: Applications
Concept 3: Problem Solving
Concept 4: Transfer of Knowledge
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Curriculum for
Technology
Technology Integration Goals
To prepare students for the unprecedented opportunities that await citizens of the 21st century, DVUSD
recognizes that a thorough understanding of technology is essential for extraordinary learning
opportunities. Educational technology, thoughtfully and appropriately applied, will enhance not only the
learner-centered experiences of all students, but also the professional growth of DVUSD’s faculty and
staff. Integrating technology into instruction can transform student learning experiences and increase
opportunities for students to think critically, work collaboratively, and function in today’s society.
Instructional Approach to Technology Integration
DVUSD uses a pedagogical framework to guide teachers in integrating technology into instruction. The
SAMR Model, developed by Dr. Ruben Puentedura, has four levels of technology integration. The first
two levels focus on enhancing instruction and learning. Level one is Substitution where the technology
acts a direct substitute with no functional change. Level two is Augmentation. At this level, the
technical still acts a direct tool substitute, yet there is functional improvement. The next two levels are
where learning can actually be transformed into experiences that are not possible without the use of
technology. The third level is Modification. This is where the technology allows for a significant
redesign of the task. The fourth level, Redefinition, occurs when technology allows for the creation of
new tasks, previously inconceivable. See the graph with examples below.
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Digital Citizenship
Digital citizenship and cyber safety are important aspects preparing students for a technological world.
Schools embed instruction in the skills and encourage parents to support students in their development
of these skills. Common Sense Media has many quality resources for teachers, parents, and students.
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
Hardware

Computer Labs
•All schools have computer labs for teachers and students to utilize.

iPads
•All high school students attending classes on one of the five high school campuses are
issued an iPad.
•Many campuses with K-8 students provide classrrom iPads or have iPad carts.

Chromebooks
•Campuses with students in grades K-8 have Chromebook carts.

Other Hardware
Teachers and students have access to other technology such as Smart Boards, heart rate
monitors, digital probes, graphing calculators, etc.

Software
Canvas

Learning Management System
whereby teachers can post
assignments, conduct online
discussions, administer
assessments, provide feedback
to students, and track student
progress.

Google Apps for
Education

Suite of productivity tools for
classroom collaboration. These
tools include Drive, Docs, Sheets,
Slides, and Calendars.

SchoolCity

Digital assessment system that
allows teachers to administer
summative and formative
assessments with technologyenhanced items. The system
also includes a large item bank
and robust reporting.

Gmail

iPad Apps

Teachers and students utilize
various educational iPad apps.

Google Extensions
and Web-Based
Programs

All DVUSD students have a
DVUSD Google Domain Gmail
account. Students in grades K-8
will only be able to send and
receive emails from other users
within the domain. Students in
high school will be able to email
outside of the domain.
Teachers and students use
Google extensions, web-based
programs, and software to
support instruction. These
resources must be approved by
both the Curriculum and
Technology Departments.
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Standards for
World Languages
Arizona World and Native Languages Standards from the Arizona Department of Education (ADE)
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/files/2015/05/worldnativelanguagesstandardk-12.pdf
The World and Native Languages Standards (approved May 2015) replace the Foreign and Native
Languages Standards (adopted April 1997). The 2015-16 school year was a transition year, with full
implementation of these standards during in the 2016-17 school year.
Organization of the Standards
Arizona’s World and Native Languages Standards are organized into nine strands under two broad
categories: Communication and Cultural Competencies. Communication is divided into three modes
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and these are further divided into five strands. The
Cultural Competencies are divided into four different strands.

World and Native Language Standards information courtesy of Arizona Department of Education (ADE).
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Rationale of Newly Adopted Arizona State World and Native Language Standards
The new World and Native Languages Standards have substantive changes from Arizona’s 1997 Foreign
and Native Language Standards in response to the needs of the field. Revision of these standards
provides opportunity for students to enter into study of a new language at any point in the K-12
continuum and the standards reflect student performance expectations based on when that entry point
occurs. The American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages
(ACTFL) Anticipated Outcomes Table
illustrates grade-level targets for
performance levels based on when
students enter the study of the target
language.
Proficiency Levels
While language study can begin at any
grade level, the use of the terms
Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced
indicate general performance and
proficiency levels. Each level considers
how well a speaker uses vocabulary,
text type, language functions, context,
accuracy control, and communication
strategies. Additionally, each level
takes into consideration how well the
speaker is comprehended by others.
Mandarin Language
Assessments Data
The ACTFL Assessment of
Performance toward
Proficiency in Languages
(AAPPL) Measure addresses
the American Council of
Teaching of Foreign
Languages' (ACTFL) National
World Readiness Standards for
Learning Languages in which
test takers perform
communicative tasks to
demonstrate language ability.

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum

2016-2017

[Page 46]

Curriculum for
World Languages
Mission
The Mission of the World Languages programs in the Deer Valley Unified School District is to provide
extraordinary language and cultural opportunities and to create world class, fully articulated World
Languages curriculum which will enhance the future success of students in a global and technologically
advanced society.
World Languages Delivery Model
World Languages instruction focuses on language acquisition - the ability for students to effectively
communicate in the language in different contexts with native speakers. Deer Valley Unified School
District utilizes research-based practices for language acquisition including Comprehensible Input
methods and using 90% of the target language during instruction.
Curriculum Process and Products

Adoption of AZ Standards

Design-Down Process to
Identify Proficiency Targets
& Learning Outcomes

Revision of World
Languages Assessments

Revision of World
Languages Units

College and University Entrance Requirements
Colleges and universities have different entrance requirements for World Languages. Arizona
universities require at least two years of a high school World Language.
Elementary and Middle School Offerings
Mandarin Immersion
Mandarin FLES & FLEX
Desert Sage K-2
Gavilan Peak K-8

High School Offerings
French
FRE 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
AP French Language

Spanish FLES & FLEX

Spanish & Mandarin1-2

Diamond Canyon
Gavilan Peak

Canyon Springs

Diamond Canyon - MAN
Gavilan Peak - MAN
Highland Lakes - SPA
Hillcrest - SPA
Paseo Hills - SPA
Terramar - SPA

Mandarin

Spanish

Sign Language

MAN 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
AP Mandarin Language

SPA 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
AP Spanish Language
Dual Enrollment

Available 2017-2018
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Extraordinary World Languages Opportunities for Students
As a district that prepares its students to be leaders in a global community, Deer Valley Unified School
District offers students opportunities to learn languages highly utilized around the world including French,
Spanish and Mandarin. Mandarin is recognized as a critical language for learning. Sign Language will be
available beginning for the 2016-2017 school year.
Global Partnerships
Deer Valley Unified School District has three schools that are Confucius Classrooms, partnering with ASU’s
Confucius Institute and Hanban to provide extraordinary opportunities to our students and district. Deer
Valley Unified School District has also established sister school partnerships with three schools in China.
French Resources
French 1-2, 3-4, 5-6:
D’accord
French AP Language:
Allons au-delà

Mandarin Resources
K-1: Better Chinese
2-6: Discovering Chinese
Chinese 1-2: Chinese Link
Mandarin Immersion:
Better Immersion

Spanish Resources
Spanish 1-2, 3-4, 5-6:
Así se Dice
Spanish Dual Enrollment &
Spanish AP Language:
Dos Mundos, Abriendo Paso
& AP Spanish

DVUSD Standards & Curriculum

2016-2017

[Page 48]

DVUSD Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment Contacts
Deputy Superintendent
Dr. Gayle Galligan
Gayle.Galligan@dvusd.org

Administrative Assistant
Sheila Taylor
Sheila.Taylor@dvusd.org

Academics and Assessment Manager
Kathy Borgesen
Kathryn.Borgesen@dvusd.org

Gifted Services Coordinator
Adam Laningham
Adam.Laningham@dvusd.org

Career Technical Education Manager
Jayme Fitzpatrick
Jayme.Fitzpatrick@dvusd.org

Instructional Technology & Innovative
Programs Manager
Kristy Hirschberg
Kristy.Hirschberg@dvusd.org

Career and Technical Education Specialist
Michelle Coots
Michelle.Coots@dvusd.org
Community Education Director
Barbara Ervin
Barbara.Ervin@dvusd.org
Early Childhood Education Manager
Janet Zeek
Janet.Zeek@dvusd.org
English Language Arts Specialist
Lori Elliott
Lori.Elliott@dvusd.org
English Language Arts & Literacy Specialist
Judith Centa
Judith.Centa@dvusd.org
English Language Learning Specialist & Coach
Patti Wann
Patti.Wann@dvusd.org
Federal Programs Manager
Trevor Ettenborough
Trevor.Ettenborough@dvusd.org
Fine Arts Specialist
David Duarte
David.Duarte@dvusd.org
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Mathematics Coach
Melinda Villalovos
Melinda.Villalovos@dvusd.org
Mathematics Specialist
Kim Edelson
Kimberly.Edelson@dvusd.org
Physical Education Specialist
David Duarte
David.Duarte@dvusd.org
Read180 Specialist
Brittany Dueling
Brittany.Dueling@dvusd.org
Science Specialist
Christine Allred
Christine.Allred@dvusd.org
Social Studies Specialist
Colleen McNamara
Colleen.McNamara@dvusd.org
Student Support Services Director
Dr. Melissa McCusker
Melissa.McCusker@dvusd.org
World Language Specialist and Mandarin
Program Coordinator
Hope Loveland
Hope.Loveland@dvusd.org
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