
MELODRAMA SCENARIO # 1                    

 
 

SITUATION: 

 

Polly, the heroine, is an orphan who has inherited a 

gold mine from her deceased mother.  Snidley Whiplash 

(villain) lies to Polly by telling her the mine is useless, 

has no gold, and is old and dangerous to enter.  Snidely 

Whiplash knows the mine is rich in gold.   

 
HEROINE 

Objective:  To keep the mine in her possession 

Motivation:  Because she promised her dead mother never to 

sell the mine 

 

VILLAIN 

Objective:  To get Polly to marry him and to sign over to him 

the deed for the gold mine 

Motivation:  Because he wants the gold from the mine so he 

can be rich 

 

HERO 

Objective:  To save Polly from the villain’s evil schemes and 

to marry her 

Motivation:  Because he hates injustice and deceit and loves 

Polly 

 

OLD PERSON (Ghost of Polly’s mother) 

Objective:  To warn Polly of the villain’s evil plans 

Motivation:  Because she wants to protect Polly and expose 

the villain’s treachery 

 

BUMBLING SIDE-KICK 

Objective: To serve his boss, the villain 

Motivation:  Because he needs to keep his job (too 

incompetent to ever find another job) 
 



MELODRAMA SCENARIO # 2 

 
 

SITUATION: 

 

Glitter Gulch was once a prosperous gold mining town, 

but has fallen on hard times.  The villain, bank president 

Smedly Pewtree, wants all the families living in Glitter 

Gulch to pay up on their mortgages or get out of town.  

He especially wants the Sweetpine family (Needly 

Sweetpine, the old and sick father) and Trudy, the 

beautiful daughter (heroine) to leave their home.  

Smedly knows that a secret vein of gold lies beneath 
the Sweetpine cabin. 
 

HEROINE 

Objective:  To stay in their home 

Motivation:  Because her father is old and sick and might not 

survive the move in the terrible winter storm. 

 

VILLAIN 

Objective:  To own the Sweetpine cabin and to marry Trudy 

Motivation:  Because he wants the gold from the underground 

vein so he can be rich. Trudy is a beautiful girl. 

 

HERO (Sheriff of Glitter Gulch) 

Objective:  To save Trudy from the villain’s evil schemes and to 

marry her 

Motivation:  Because he hates injustice and deceit and loves 

Trudy 

 

OLD PERSON (Trudy’s father) 

Objective:  To protect Trudy and stay alive 

Motivation:  Because he loves his daughter and is not ready to die 

 

BUMBLING SIDE-KICK (Sheriff’s deputy) 

Objective: To help the hero prove that the bank president (Smedly 

Pewtree) is a crook 

Motivation:  Because he needs to keep his job (too incompetent to 

ever find another job) 



MELODRAMA SCENARIO # 3 

 
SITUATION: 

 

In Canada, just North of the United States border, the 

hero (Mounty Sergeant Bob Sledd) is trying to save the 

trees from being cut down and turned into logs and 

toothpicks.  The villain (Blade Axtagrind) owns the 

lumber company and wants to buy up the land to harvest 

all the trees. 
 

 

HEROINE (Eartha Hug-a-Tree, Native American) 

Objective:  To stay in her home and save the environment 

Motivation:  Because the land belongs to her Native 

American tribe and she loves nature 

 

VILLAIN (Blade Axtagrind) 

Objective:  To marry Eartha, own the reservation and chop 

down all the trees 

Motivation:  Because he is greedy and loves money 

 

HERO (Mountie Sergeant Bob Sledd)) 

Objective:  To save the trees, the Hug-a-Tree family and the 

Native American reservation 

Motivation:  Because he hates injustice and deceit, loves 

Eartha and the natural forest 

 

OLD PERSON (Chief Hug-a-Tree) 

Objective:  To keep the reservation and to protect his 

people—especially his daughter-- and the trees 

Motivation:  Because the land rightly belongs to his tribe 

and he loves his daughter and the natural environment 

 

BUMBLING SIDE-KICK (Sergeant Bob Sledd’s lead sled dog 

Mooshey—loyal but dimwitted) 

Objective: To warn the hero of danger 

Motivation:  Because he is loyal and loving to his master 



MELODRAMA SCENARIO # 4 

 
SITUATION: 

 

A traveling theatre company comes to Shiny Rock to perform a 

melodrama play.  The actor playing the villain is actually a villain 

in real life and sees an opportunity to settle down with a rich 

wife in Shiny Rock.  Nelly Nector lives with her ancient 

grandmother.  Upon Grandma’s death, Nelly will inherit a 

lucrative silver mine.   

 

The villain-actor convinces Nelly that she is a talented actress 

and she should marry him.  He will make her a star.  Nelly is really 

a terrible actress but is easily fooled by the villain. 

 

HEROINE (Nelly Nector) 

Objective:  To become a famous actress 

Motivation:  Because she is bored with her life in Shiny Rock and 

she wants excitement and adventure 

 

VILLAIN  

Objective:  To convince Nelly that she could be a famous 

actress; to marry Nelly; to kill off the grandmother 

Motivation:  Because he desires the silver that Nelly will inherit 

once grandmother is out of the picture. He is also tired of the 

life of a traveling actor. 

 

HERO  

Objective:  To marry his fiancé, Nelly, and to settle down in Shiny 

Rock 

Motivation: Because he is brave and pure-hearted 

 

OLD PERSON (Grandmother) 

Objective:  To stay alive and healthy 

Motivation:  Because she wants to protect her granddaughter 

and enjoy being rich as long as she can 

 

BUMBLING SIDE-KICK (Zelda, the main actress in the theatre 

company, deceived by Villain) 

Objective: To assist villain in his evil plot; to keep villain in the 

traveling theatre company 

Motivation:  Because she is fooled into thinking villain will marry 

her after getting the silver from Nelly. 



MELODRAMA SCENARIO # 5 

 
SITUATION: 

 

The Hero is Valentine Leevy, a successful dry goods 

(clothing) merchant in San Francisco. 

Leevy’s merchandise is being stolen by an unknown thief 

during the night, when the store is all locked up. Myrna, 

Leevy’s girl firend, is a clerk in the store and she 

suspects that Brad Bluff, the store manager, is the 

bandit with access to the keys of the store. 
 

HEROINE  (Myrna) 

Objective:  To help the hero catch the thief 

Motivation:  Because she loves Valentine and hates injustice 

and crime 

 

VILLAIN (store manager) 

Objective:  To sell stolen goods to miners in gold mining 

camps; To marry Myrna 

Motivation:  Because he loves money and thinks Myrna would 

make a good “Partner in Crime”. 

 

HERO  

Objective:  To catch the thief; To marry Myrna 

Motivation: Because he is losing money; Because Myrna is 

smart and pretty and would be a good wife 

 

OLD PERSON (Night Watchman at the store) 

Objective:  To catch the thief 

Motivation:  Because he has worked at Valentine Leevy’s 

store all his life and wants to protect the hero.  He is also 

Myrna’s father. 

 

BUMBLING SIDE-KICK (young stock boy, newly hired, in 

cahoots with Villain) 

Objective: To assist villain in stealing the goods 

Motivation:  Because he thinks the villain is a master-mind of 

crime and he wants to learn how to be a good thief.   


