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Course Description 
Overview of the historical, political, economic, social, and philosophical factors that influence education and make it so 
complex. Opportunity for students to assess their interest and suitability for teaching.  
 
Official Course Prerequisites 
Education Professions 
 
Official Course Competencies 

1. Evaluate current statistics and trends in the field, and personal motives when considering education as a career.  
2. Analyze the political and economic influences on education at the federal and state levels.  
3. Identify and explain the current issues confronting public education, including legal and ethical concerns.  
4. Analyze historic events in education and their importance and impact on education today.  
5. Evaluate the major philosophies of education and describe your personal philosophy of education.  
6. Explain how national and state standards influence curriculum development, assessment, accountability, and 

classroom practices.  
7. Synthesize the factors that influence education and make it so complex.  
8. Participate in PreK-12 classroom field experience for a minimum of 30 hours which includes 3 full days a 

semester. 
9. Analyze instruction, relationships, and classroom management strategies observed in your 30-hour field 

experience.  
10. Develop a portfolio to demonstrate your abilities, teaching philosophy, experience, growth and potential as an 

educator.   
11. In addition, students are also to demonstrate the following college competencies:  
a. The student will demonstrate the ability to write effectively as the means to higher order thinking and a more 

critical understanding of experience. In keeping with this goal, he or she will be able to follow directions, generate 
sufficient content, organize his or her thoughts coherently, adhere to the conventions of correct mechanics and 
sentence structure, and use correct terminology and rich vocabulary in the fulfillment at the college level of his or 
her writing assignments.  

b. The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze information, evaluate material, use inference to draw 
conclusions, use deductive reasoning, and use inductive reasoning at a college level.  

 
AZCCRS 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RST.9-10.3: Follow precisely complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending to special cases or exceptions defined in the text.  
CCSS.ELA-Literary.RST9-10.6: Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a text, defining the question the author seeks to address. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST9-10.7: Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual 
form and translate information expressed visually or mathematically into words.  

 
Work Experience 
Students will need to have a parent/guardian permission slip on file for field trips and observations. Students are 
responsible for getting to and from observation activities that occur outside of the normal school day. During the 30 hours 
of work experience, students are required to uphold dress code and school conduct policies, and wear school-issued 
identification. If work experience is not completed, it will negatively affect a student’s grade. Students are highly 
encouraged to attend the state leadership conference in November or the state Educators Rising Competition in March as 
part of the 30 required hours. 
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Report Cards 
In an effort to conserve resources and harness the capacity of our electronic grade reporting program (PowerSchool), 
district schools will no longer print hard copies of report cards unless requested by individual parents. To request a hard 
copy of your student’s report card, please contact the front office at 623-376-3000. To receive your Power School login, 
please stop into the office with a valid photo ID.  
 
Grading 
Classwork=40%, Tests/Quizzes/Projects=40%, Professionalism=20% 
 
90-100%=A; 80-89%=B; 70-79%=C; 60-69%=D; 59 and below=F 
 
Power School Online Access 
Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your Power School access code.  Access codes are 
available in the Administration Office Monday – Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  You may check student progress regularly 
on the Power School site using the same login for one or more students. For Mountain Ridge parents/guardians without 
home computer access, a computer with guest login capability is available in the Counseling Conference Room. 

 
Academic Assistance/Office Hours 

See the front white board for availability. 
 

Make up Policy & Absences 

Mountain Ridge students have within the current unit of study to turn in assigned work for full credit. However, students 
will have a minimum of a week to turn in assignments from the assigned due date even if the unit is completed. The unit of 
study is established by the teacher and the Department on campus. 

 
Dual Enrollment  
Dual enrollment courses will follow the college departmental policies concerning late work, retakes, and academic 
integrity. 

 

Retake Policy 

Students will be allowed to retake teacher-approved summative assessments. Inquire with the teacher for requirements.  
 
Daily Device Use  
Students should come to class with their device charged and ready to use in each class every day. Devices may not be 
used to record or take photos of other people without their consent. Consequences for classroom disruptions and misuse 
of devices will follow a progressive discipline model, beginning with a phone call home and progressing to office referrals 
for repeated or more serious offenses. See the Student Rights and Responsibilities consequence chart in the handbook 
for more specific descriptions of infractions and consequences. 

 
Recommended Supplies for this Course 
1. Writing utensils and paper to take notes. 
2. Professional attire for school visits and work experience. 
3. Downloaded apps: Notability, Power Schools, Canvas 

 
Classroom Rules and Consequences 
All students will adhere to the DVUSD Students Rights and Responsibilities Handbook. 
 
Examples of Negative Consequences 
Verbal warning, parental contact, removal from class session, administration referral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


