
MENTOR TEXTS: ENG 101 

MENTOR TEXTS:  Description/Narration (Unit 1) 

Step 1:  Anchor 

Mentor text help us to understand the modes of writing by providing professional, “real world” 
examples for the types of texts we create in class. To learn from a mentor text, you’ll have to first 
anchor yourself in the genre.  Get to know the descriptors for each of our modes of writing, and then 
read some professional examples (hyperlinked below). 

HALLMARKS OF DESCRIPTION HALLMARKS OF NARRATION 
• Expression in vivid language (simile, 

metaphor, onomatopoeia, imagery, etc.) 
of what can be experienced through the 
five senses 

• Can contain objective or subjective 
description 

• Generally organized spatially or 
chronologically; emphatically could also 
work, with most important details coming 
last, or focus by sensory impression, which 
goes through each sense 

• Organized around a dominant impression 

• Usually organized chronologically 
• Generally told in 1st person 
• Relates an event and instills a sense of 

both conflict and immediacy in the reader 
• Has a fully developed beginning, middle 

and end 
• Often contains dialogue 
• Frequently has communal relevance, or a 

universal moment 

 
“Where Indian Children Used to Play” by Annie Dillard 
From “Steelhead on the Russian” by Bill Barich 
From Dandelion Wine by Ray Bradbury 
From In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 
From Mrs. Bridge by Evan S. Connell 
From A Childhood:  the Biography of a Place by Harry Crew 
From “The Lost Childhood” by Graham Greene 
From “The Town Dump” by Wallace Stegner 
 

Step 2:  Annotate & Analyze 

First, choose a piece from the list above that resonates with you.  Please annotate the text.  You can 
either do this all electronically, or you may print, annotate by hand, and use Scanbot to create a pdf.  
What I want you to look for in your annotations is covered here and here.   

Essentially, you are not interacting so much with the subject matter of your text as much as you are 
noticing the writer’s style—look for patterns in syntax, tone, word choice, use of detail, etc.  Think of 
your annotation as answering these essential questions:  “How does this particular text serve as a 
master example of the mode of development we’re exploring (description, narration, classification, 
etc.)?  What can I learn as a writer from this author’s style?”  Ideally, your annotation should enable 
you to diffuse your author into 3-4 salient stylistic features that you could easily explain to others. 

 

http://eng107mccjordan.wikifoundry.com/page/Where+Indian+Children+Used+to+Play
http://grammar.about.com/od/shortpassagesforanalysis/a/barichdescription.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/shortpassagesforanalysis/a/bradburyritual.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/shortpassagesforanalysis/a/capotedescr07.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/stylescrapbookpassages/a/mrsbridge.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/shortpassagesforanalysis/a/crewsketch.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/shortpassagesforanalysis/a/GrahamGreene.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/shortpassagesforanalysis/a/stegnerdump07.htm
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-do-close-reading
http://www.dsisd.txed.net/DocumentCenter/Home/View/14072
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Here’s what good annotation of a mentor text might look like: 

 

 

Annotations will be worth 20 points and will be scored according to the following criteria: 
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Step 3:  Agitate and Apply 

Choose a passage from your own essay (the one we’re currently drafting in class) that you feel needs 
some work.  Using the Agitate & Apply handout on my website, use what you’ve learned from your 
writing mentor to shake up your own writing a little bit. 

Your Agitate & Apply is worth 20 points and will be scored holistically:  10 points for your revised 
paragraph(s), and 10 points for your reflection.  I will be looking to see that you have thoughtfully 
analyzed your mentor text and made appropriate, purposeful, strong and/or creative choices in revision. 

Step 4:  Audience (only 1x per semester) 

For one of our modes of development, you will be expected to share out your writing mentor passage, 
your original unrevised paragraph(s), and your revision.  In a short (roughly 3-5 minute) presentation, 
you will discuss: 

 Salient features of your mentor text’s style  
 What you liked about your mentor writer  
 The revisions you made to your own writing based on what you learned from the mentor text  
 CONCLUDE BY talking about what you learned as a writer  

Please make your writing mentor passage (annotated or not), your original paragraph(s) and your 
revision visually available to your audience via any of the many technologies that are available to you 
through your iPad:  Keynote, Prezi, HaikuDeck, etc.   This presentation will be worth 40 points.  Please 
use the checklist rubric on my website to plan your presentation.  You will be given a presentation 
schedule in class and at least 3 days’ notice before your presentation date. 

***** 

HOW TO TURN THINGS IN: 

Annotations go to CANVAS under [Mode of Development] Mentor Text Annotations 

Agitate & Apply also goes to CANVAS under [Mode of Development] Mentor Text Agitate & Apply 

 

*You do not need to turn in your presentation; simply have it ready to go on a drive, a Prezi, or via 
Apple T.V.  I am not responsible for technological failure; please check your tech, plan ahead and back 
up your back up!  You must have all technology working on your presentation day in order to get full 
credit. 

 

http://www.dvusd.org/Page/25794
http://www.dvusd.org/Page/25794

