
     
  Advanced Placement Biology 2019-2020 

 
Instructor: Mrs. Leslie Schramm, BS Biology, MS Biology, Room: C-215 Voice Mail: 623-376-3215 Office Hours: By 

appointment, and posted each week on the front white board. Prep/planning: Period 4th period 
E-mail: Leslie.schramm@dvusd.org  Website: www.dvusd.org/Domain/2924,  Text: Life: The Science of Biology, 

8th Edition, Miller, et.al 
 
Description:  AP Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken 
by biology majors during their first year. This course integrates writing and reading skills with biology content to 

prepare students to take the AP exam and be successful on that exam. 
 
Objectives:  The aim of the course is to develop a learning environment in which students will be able to: 

 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the biological concepts in four central, interwoven “big ideas”. They are: 
  a.    Evolution 
  b.    Cells 
  c.   Energy 

                          d.   Systems 
  2.  Within these 4 “big ideas” students will develop an understanding of the following: 
  a. The characteristics, unity and diversity of living things. 

  b. The concept of evolution as an explanation of unity and diversity. 
  c. The concept of homeostasis. 
  3.  And develop skills in the following areas: 
  a. Experimental design, and the collection, analysis, and interpretation of data. 

  b. The reading and interpretation of scientific information. 
  c. The application of biological concepts to new situations  
 4. And develop the following attitudes: 
  a. The nature of science as an ongoing, human enterprise. 

  b. An awareness of the interdisciplinary nature of biology. 
  c. An appreciation of and respect for life. 
  5. Achieve a pass on the AP Biology exam, with a score of 3 or higher. 

 

The course is set up to prepare students to be as successful as possible on the AP Biology test given in May. If 

you are not planning on taking the exam, please see me ASAP so an alternative end of year schedule can be 

determined for you. Additionally, this course will prepare you for the rigors of the college environment. 
 
Grading: All grades will be rounded.  This means that a 79.5% will be rounded up to an 80% and so on.  The 

weight of grades within the course is as follows: tests, quizzes, and long-term projects = 50%, laboratory work, in-
class and homework assignments = 30% and final exams = 20% of your grade. The grading scale for the course 
is: 90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D and less than 60% = F, Please remember that I do not give 
grades, I record scores that are earned! 

 

Plagiarism and Cheating: Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work and reporting it as your own, or the 
giving of your work to another student to use as their own. Both instances are considered cheating and will 
not be tolerated. Any assignments that are plagiarized, or copied will not be accepted and the student 

using the copied work as well as the original author of the work (if the cheating is “peer to peer”) will both 
receive a zero for the assignment and may both face additional consequences at the school level in 
accordance with the MRHS Student Handbook.  There are also strict “no talking” and “no technology 
access” during all assessment (tests, quizzes and final exams). Any violation of these policies, regardless of 

the reasons/motives will result in the assignment being confiscated and a score of zero entered into the 
grade-book on that assignment. In addition, consequences at the school level may also occur in 
accordance with the MRHS Student handbook. 

 
Class Expectations: Being a college level (advanced) course, it is expected that you stay current on your 
studies, seek assistance immediately if a concept is not fully understood and that you be engaged in the 
process of learning!   
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Homework, Makeup Work, & Long Term Assignments: 

• Paper homework assignments are due at the beginning of class. Canvas (electronic) homework 
assignments are due by 7:24 AM. No late assignments will be accepted for credit, but feedback will be 
provided as a courtesy to the student. Please note that homework is given most often as re-
enforcement and a grade is NOT given. Therefore, when homework is given for a grade (it will be clearly 

be announced when it is due for credit) be sure to not blow it off! 

• Absences (make-ups for all assignments but assessments) and long term project guidelines will be 
handled in accordance with the MRHS Student hand-book. If a student is absent the day before a 
scheduled exam and is back the day of the exam, the student is expected to take the exam as 

scheduled. 

• Twice a year (once per semester) ONE announced, unit exam may be retaken to improve the score. 
(Same material, different formatting). The recorded score will be the original score plus the newly 

earned score averaged together. In order to take advantage of this policy, a student MUST have all of 
these requirements completed: 1) be present and take the original exam, 2) have thoroughly and 
accurately completed ALL “unit assessment corrections” in accordance with posted requirements for 

formatting. These thoroughly completed documents, along with all original graded assessments need to 
be organized and ready to turn in the day of the retest. And 3) declare their desire to re-test and get an 
after-school appointment scheduled within ONE week from the time the original, graded exam is 
handed back. This means a student must not only keep up on quiz corrections throughout the unit, but 

also schedule an appointment for the re-test with me within the stated timeframe above. Additionally, 
the student has the same time as the in-class test time to complete the retest, this means the retest is a 
timed exam and so it is imperative the student arrive to their retest immediately. 

• Additional Help (tutoring) & Availability: In addition to the Academic Prep times built into our 

schedule each week, additional assistance/tutoring is provided on a weekly basis both by MRHS and 
individually by me. My weekly availability will be posted in the classroom at the start of each week. I 
will demonstrate to the students how to find availability each week. I also encourage your 
son/daughter to write down my availability each week in their Mountain Ridge planner (provided by 

the school) so that you too are aware of my weekly availability. 

• ALL MRHS Policies, rules and procedures will be strictly enforced! This includes electronic devices and 
sweep.  

• Make up for missing assessments needs to be done through scheduling a makeup time with the 

instructor the day the student returns, most often this appointment will be for an afterschool time. All 
assessment makeups and retests are timed to give the same amount of time a student taking the 
assessment in class also received. 

MRHS Laboratory Breakage Policy: The Mountain Ridge Science Department has a policy regarding the 
damage or breakage of laboratory equipment. In the event a student breaks any laboratory materials, that 

student will be responsible for paying the replacement cost of each item. A complete list of all laboratory 
materials and their costs are posted in each classroom. The students are taught proper procedures and 
laboratory etiquette to ensure the safety of our students during lab activities. This policy helps hold the students 

accountable for their actions and reinforces careful laboratory procedures. 
 
Power School Online Access and Progress Reports: Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day 
online with your Power School access code. Access codes are available in the Administration office Monday – 

Friday 7:00 – 3:30. You must provide picture ID to be issued a code. MRHS also offers a guest computer and log-
in available in the Counseling office for parents/guardians.   

 
Technology usage: I will designate during which activities students may use an electronic device and will 

articulate how the device should be used appropriately. If a violation of the stipulated use occurs, 
consequences will be enforced in accordance with the Mountain Ridge Student Handbook. We also, on 
occasion, will use science video clips and digital components to re-enforce concepts. While we strive to 
maintain a safe environment, Mountain Ridge is not responsible for lost, or stolen devices brought from 

home. Because of their heavy usage be sure to bring your charged and updated ipad each day! Not 
having technology, or technology that is not working is NOT an excuse for late or missed work! 
  

Suggested Materials: Some sort of paper in an organized binder. A way to organize and keep handouts, pen 

and pencil and a basic function calculator are essential materials to have access to. If you have any issues 

obtaining these materials, see me immediately.  
 



The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, or age in its programs and activities. For any inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies contact the 

Superintendent's Department, 20402 N. 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85027. 623.445.5000. 
   
 
                 


