
    

                    

 
Mrs. L. Schramm, BS Biology, MS Biology 

Room: C-215, Email: leslie.schramm@dvusd.org, Voice mail: 623-376-3215 

Website: www.dvusd.org/Domain/2924 Availability: By appointment, and posted 

each week on the front white board. Prep: 4th period  

 

BIO 105 or Advanced Placement ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY 2019-2020   

Enrolment Codes for Rio Salado (dual students only) 

Period 1: Bio 105 Section 27556 

Period 2: Bio 105 Section 33706 

 

Course Description: Environmental biology examines the relationships of living organisms to both living and 

non-living components of ecosystems. Human impact on natural systems will also be explored. 

1 Explain the process of scientific inquiry. 

2 Describe how the environment, working through natural selection, has produced diversity of species. 

3 Describe areas of genetics related to the environment. 

4 Identify structure and function of atoms and molecules in organisms and ecosystems. 

5 Describe populations and natural communities as units of structure and function. 

6 Describe levels of organization and interactions within ecosystems. 

7 Identify problems associated with direct landscape alteration by humans. 

8 Identify problems associated with the pollution of the environment. 

9 Describe consequences of uncontrolled population growth. 

 

Classroom Expectations: Being a college level and advanced placement course, it is expected that you stay 

current on your studies, seek assistance immediately if a concept is not fully understood and that you be 

engaged in the process of learning! In addition, I enforce ALL MRHS and Rio Salado (when applicable) policies 

and procedures in this class. 

 

Absences: the MRHS policies (posted in the MRHS handbook) will be followed for absences. If a laboratory 
experiment or an assessment of any kind is missed, after school arrangements must be made with me 
immediately upon returning. Again, please limit absences as obtaining and comprehending information 

“after the fact” is very difficult to do! (Please see additional Rio Salado attendance requirements at the end 

of this document) Absences only hurt you so PLEASE try to not miss class! I encourage you to exchange 

numbers with a trusted colleague so you can contact them if you do have to be out to get notes and 

information missed while you were out! 

 

Academic Misconduct: I expect every student to produce original, independent work. Academic misconduct 

includes misconduct associated with anything done for the class both in and outside of the classroom. 

Consequences are stated in the MRHS Student Handbook and for Rio Salado students, explained on the website 

at: http://www.riosalado.edu/programs/dual/Pages/default.aspx. 

1 Cheating – includes, but is not limited to, (a) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, 

or examinations; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor 

in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out the assignments; or (c) the 

acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a member of the 

college faculty or staff. Additionally, there are also strict “no talking” and “no technology access” 

during all assessment (tests, quizzes and final exam). (c) Peer to peer cheating in which the copying 

of answers from one student to another student for which both the person providing the answers as 

well as the person using the answers as their own are both subject to academic misconduct 

consequences.   Any violation of these policies, regardless of the reasons/motives will result in the 

consequences below. 

2 Plagiarism – includes, but is not limited to, the use of paraphrases or direct quotation of the published 

or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes the 
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unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of 

term papers or other academic materials. Additionally, it is giving another student your work to use as 

their own. 

Consequences for the above items are as follows:  

1st offense: Grade of zero for assignment. 2nd offense: loss of college credit                                             

Grading: Grades will be composed of; tests, quizzes & long term projects, laboratory exercises, homework/class 

work, and the final exam. Each component is weighted as follows: Final Exam = 20% (for which there are 2 

sections; written and multiple choice), tests, quizzes & long term projects = 50% and laboratory exercises, 

homework/class work=30%. The percentages will be rounded to the nearest whole number. (79.5=80%) 

Grading Scale: 90% – 100% – A     

80% – 89% – B 

70% – 79% – C 

60% – 69% – D 

59% or below – F 

Homework, Makeup Work, & Long Term Assignments 

• Paper homework assignments are due at the beginning of class and electronic assignments 

(Canvas) are due by 7:24AM. No late assignments will be accepted for a grade, but feedback 

will be provided. Any assignments handed in without a name, or the name/paper submitted is 

illegible, will not be accepted for credit. 

• You must earn an average of 60% or better on all major assessments, final exams and the 

laboratory portion of the course to receive college credit if you are a Rio Salado student. 

• No extra credit will be allowed. 

• Long term projects will be assigned and collected in accordance with the MRHS Student Handbook 

and campus policies. 

 

Advanced Placement Students ONLY: Twice a year (once per semester) ONE announced, unit exam may be 
retaken to improve the score. (Same material, different formatting). The recorded score will be the original 
score plus the newly earned score averaged together. In order to take advantage of this policy, a student 

MUST have all of these requirements completed: 1) be present and take the original exam, 2) have thoroughly 
and accurately completed ALL “unit assessment corrections” in accordance with posted requirements for 
formatting. These thoroughly completed documents, along with all original graded assessments need to be 
organized and ready to turn in the day of the retest. And 3) declare their desire to re-test and get an after-

school appointment scheduled within ONE week from the time the original, graded exam is handed back. This 
means a student must not only keep up on quiz corrections throughout the unit, but also schedule an 
appointment for the re-test with me within the stated timeframe above. Additionally, the student has the same 

time as the in-class test time to complete the retest, this means the retest is a timed exam and so it is imperative 
the student arrive to their retest immediately. 

 

AP Testing in the spring: AP students are expected to take the AP Exam in the spring. See Mrs. Schramm for review 
materials, schedule and details ASAP as you will have supplemental material. 

 

MRHS Laboratory Breakage Policy: The Mountain Ridge Science Department has a policy regarding the 

damage or breakage of laboratory equipment. In the event a student breaks any laboratory materials, that 

student will be responsible for paying the replacement cost of each item. A complete list of all laboratory 

materials and their costs are posted in each classroom. The students are taught proper procedures and 

laboratory etiquette to ensure the safety of our students during lab activities. This policy helps hold the 

students accountable for their actions and reinforces careful laboratory procedures. 

 

Disability Statement: Rio Salado will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented 

disabilities. You must notify your instructor of any special needs. 

 

Civility Policy: College policy prohibits "any conduct which is harmful, obstructive, disruptive to, or interferes 

with the educational process...." Therefore, the faculty of Rio Salado insists that the language of any 

communication between students and instructors or among students meeting electronically or in person at 

any Rio Salado site shall maintain the level of formality appropriate to any college teaching/learning 

situation. Excessively informal, rude, or insulting language will not be tolerated. Students who engage in such 



behavior will be withdrawn from the course. 

 

Financial Aid: Financial aid is available in some cases. Please consult the instructor. If you do receive financial 

aid of any kind, it is your responsibility to protect your eligibility to receive financial aid by meeting the 

requirements of this class. 

 

Technology usage: I will designate during which activities students may use an electronic device and will 
articulate how the device should be used appropriately. If a violation of the stipulated use occurs, 

consequences will be enforced in accordance with the Mountain Ridge Student Handbook. We also, on 
occasion, will use science video clips and digital components to re-enforce concepts. While we strive to 
maintain a safe environment, Mountain Ridge is not responsible for lost, or stolen devices brought from 
home. Because of their heavy usage be sure to bring your charged and updated ipad each day! Not 

having technology, or technology that is not working is NOT an excuse for late or missed work! 
 

Power School Online Access: Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your 
Power School access code. Access codes are available in the Administration office Monday – Friday 7:00 – 

3:30. You must provide picture ID to be issued a code. 
 

Academic Assistance: In addition to the Academic Prep times built into our schedule each week, additional 

assistance/tutoring is provided on a weekly basis both by MRHS and individually by instructors. Those dates and 

times will be posted in the classroom at the end of each week for the upcoming week. I will demonstrate to the 

students how to find availability each week. I also encourage your son/daughter to write down my availability 

each week, so there is no confusion as to when office hours are and they can be aware of my weekly 

availability. 

 

Dual Enrollment Attendance Policy: In order to maintain college credit, you are not allowed to miss more than 

six class periods per semester. Upon the seventh absence, you will lose college credit. This includes excused 

and non- excused absences. Any school excused activity does not count against absences; however sweep 

is counted as an absence. Make up time for excused absences will be handled in accordance with MRHS 

policy. For all students, this is an advanced course that moves quickly! Absences only hurt you so PLEASE try to 

not miss class! I encourage you to exchange numbers with a trusted colleague so you can contact them if 

you do have to be out to get materials, notes or information missed while you were out! 

 

Class Time Missed: Less than 20 minutes = half absence/More than 20 minutes = whole period 

absence  

Additional Attendance Items: 

1. If a student is suspended (whether on campus or off campus) the days may count against his/her 

overall attendance. 

2. All college visits and college orientations are personal extra-curricular decisions and will not be 

exempted from the dual enrollment attendance policy. Please plan accordingly 

 

Rio Salado Enrollment: Please note that registration and payment need to be turned into school by the due 

date announced in class, or you can’t take this course for college credit! Below is the enrollment link for Rio 

Salado Community College: 

http://www.riosalado.edu/programs/dual/Pages/default.aspx 

 

 

 

 

THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO MODIFICATION BY THE 

INSTRUCTOR. 

The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. For any inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies 

contact the Superintendent's Department, 20402 N. 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85027. 623.445.5000. 


