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Welcome to Hillcrest Middle School! Our beautiful campus has been modernized and we are
excited to share all the new, state of the art innovations as you engage in your middle school
journey.
The Hillcrest motto, “Responsible, Respectful, Ready for the Future,” permeates nearly every
aspect of our campus. It is the goal of our faculty, staff, and community to ensure our students
not only receive excellence in their education, but that they also become high quality
contributors to society.
Our Core Value is to Be Kind. Based on these tenets quoted from the Be Kind People Project,
Hillcrest is a Be Kind School. Through weekly activities, Be Kind coupons, assemblies, essay
contests, announcements and team building, students and staff practice the Be Kind tenets daily:
responsible, respectful, be a friend, supportive, grateful,
We strive to create a learning environment dedicated to the specific developmental needs of the
middle level student. This unique dynamic is evidenced by the integration of two defining
characteristics: our “mini high school” setting, in terms of opportunity, and the social emotional
support of a middle school foundation. Hillcrest Middle School offers a wide array of
educational opportunities and courses of study for our roughly 1,000 students in grades 7 & 8.
Implementing the true middle school experience, our teachers work together in core teams,
comprised of a math, science, social studies, and English Language Arts (ELA) teacher; they
share approximately 160 students. The core group of teachers work together on a regular basis in
order to support the growth and development of their students. The students benefit by being able
to transition from the elementary environment to the high school setting with the appropriate
academic and behavioral support; in addition, this builds their self-awareness and independence.
At Hillcrest we pride ourselves on preparing your student for high school and the increased depth
of knowledge of 21st century skills. The curriculum in each content area and grade level is
structured to challenge students to go beyond basic recollection and description, instead
requiring them to develop high-level critical thinking and evaluative skills, as well as the ability
to synthesize information to create new conceptualizations and ideas. We believe that critical
thinking and problem solving abilities are two necessary skills to prepare students for a
successful future, and we strive each day to further develop them in every student on our
campus. The wide variety of exploratory course offerings help our staff to support the
development of well-rounded students. These courses provide a meaningful supplement to core
instructional content, allowing students to develop a wide range of skills and knowledge in many
exciting areas.
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Teachers and students at Hillcrest utilize a wide variety of technological tools in their daily
lessons, from interactive Smartboard presentations, to the 3-D printer in our STEM classes. The
digital age requires students to be familiar with and capable of utilizing many forms of
technology; therefore, it is the belief of our campus that it is best to provide our students with as
many opportunities as possible to work with new and relevant technology and programs,
including two brand new STEM rooms!
We have been able to increase rigor in the face of emerging student diversity due to tandem
initiatives in our Multi-Tiered System of Support, MTSS-A (Response to Intervention –
Academics), and MTSS-B (Response to Intervention – Behavior), which differentiate academic
and behavioral support. We provide Academic Prep Time (AP) and Math Intervention Time
(MIT) during school hours, five days a week, so that all students, including bus riders, have
equal access to interventions and supports within the school day. It is during AP Time that we
share the Be Kind tenets that define us as a school and strive to put into practice daily.
Meaningful collaboration occurs on a daily basis at Hillcrest. The team approach allows a group
of core academic teachers to share students, which helps to meet their academic, behavioral, and
social needs. These teachers share a common preparation and planning period that allows them
to identify students in need of Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions, in order to guarantee equal access
to rigorous curricular opportunities. Collaborative structures consisting of grade level teams
ensures students are learning the essential standards in every classroom.
We have made a commitment to provide rigorous, quality and engaging instruction to prepare
your child with “future ready” skills and knowledge. We are proud of our teachers and their
ability to provide your child with a well-rounded education, but they cannot do it alone.
Educational success can be achieved only through a working partnership between home and
school. Please read over this handbook as it contains important information about our school
policies and procedures.
Thank you for choosing Hillcrest!
WE ARE FALCONS!
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SOCIAL DISTANCING/FACE COVERINGS
Where feasible without disrupting the educational experience, we are encouraging students to
practice social distancing. In the classroom and throughout the campus, we have put procedures in
place to practice social distancing as best as possible. All staff, students and visitors are expected to
adhere to the District’s expectations regarding where, when and how to wear a face covering.
ATTENDANCE
The minimum attendance standard for the Deer Valley Unified School District is 90% of the days of
the school year per A.R.S.§15-802 and A.R.S.§15-803. Extenuating circumstances will be considered
on an individual basis.
COURT UNIFIED TRUANCY SUSPENSION PROGRAM (C.U.T.S.)
Please refer to the 2021 - 2022 Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook for complete
information on this program.
CLOSED CAMPUS
Once students arrive on campus, they cannot leave the campus unless a parent or guardian signs
them out. In accordance with the Arizona State Law, only a person listed on the emergency card
may take a student from the campus during school hours. This person will be asked to show some
form of identification (i.e., Driver's License). A student leaving campus without permission will be
considered truant and disciplinary action will be taken. All visitors must check in through the Main
Office and will be issued a visitor pass. Student visitors are not allowed on campus during school
hours.
CAMPUS HOURS
School Hours 8:15am - 3:00pm
Office Hours 7:30am - 4:00pm
BUS TRANSPORTATION
Students in grades 7 and 8 who live more than 1 ½ miles from school will be provided regular
school bus transportation to and from school. Students must ride the bus assigned to them.
APPROVAL TO RIDE A DIFFERENT BUS FOR ANY REASON WILL BE DENIED. If you normally do not
ride a bus, you may not ride a bus for any reason. Students and staff must continue to wear face
masks when on school busses due to federal requirements by the Centers for Disease Control and
the Transportation Security Administration.
TARDINESS
Tardy means arriving late for school and/or class. The parent/student is responsible to ensure
promptness in arriving at school and to class on time. Tardiness to school will be excused only with
a doctor’s note or by parents signing a student into school. Excessive tardiness will be addressed by
the school administration team.
Classroom instruction is vital for the learning process. Students will have a 4 minute passing time
between each class. It is the student’s responsibility to get to each class before the bell rings. Any
student not in his/her assigned class location will be assigned a tardy. The teacher will report the
tardy to the office. Tardies will follow the progressive discipline steps and are cumulative per
quarter. Tardies may result in lunch detentions.
NOTE: THERE IS NO MINUTE BELL OR WARNING BELL
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ACTIVITIES
A wide variety of athletics, programs, and activities are available for student involvement during,
before and after school. Students who are academically eligible and interested are strongly
encouraged to participate in athletics and/or extracurricular activities.
ATHLETICS
Hillcrest’s 7th grade athletics are a member of the North Valley Middle Level conference. 8th grade
athletics are a member of the DVCC 3A Conference.
The sports offered at Hillcrest are as follows:
Fall Sports
Volleyball (B/G)
Cross Country *

Winter Sports
Basketball (B/G)
Wrestling *
Spiritline

Spring Sports
Baseball
Softball
Track*

*No Cut (Participation may be limited)
ELIGIBILITY
In accordance with the State of Arizona’s regulations and Deer Valley’s Governing Board Policy, only
those students deemed academically eligible may participate in extra or co curricular activities.
Athletic Eligibility will be determined every week by the Administration and Athletic Coordinator
starting the first Monday after the week of tryouts. If a student-athlete is failing a class (Minimum of
1 F), they will be put on a pending academic list for one week. During this pending period, the
student-athlete will still be considered on the team and allowed to participate. If a pending
student-athlete is still failing a class (Minimum of 1 F) the following week, the student-athlete will
be put on an ineligible list for one week. During this ineligible period the student-athlete will still be
considered on the team, allowed to practice, but not allowed to participate in games or travel with
the team to away contests. If the student-athlete has a combination of three occurrences during a
season (Pending or Ineligible), then they will be dismissed from the team. This will be considered
the three strike rule. If a student-athlete is put on the academic pending list, a letter will be sent
home with the student-athlete. If a student athlete reaches the level of strike two (a combination of
pending or ineligible), the coach should make direct contact with the parent/guardian to inform
them of their student’s academic eligibility status.
Grade checks will be run by Administration and/or the Athletic Coordinator using PowerSchools
every Monday morning and the pending/ineligible time period will be Monday-Saturday. Grades are
considered for all classes with no exceptions.
Students assigned to an off campus suspension may not participate in any team practices/games.
It is the responsibility of the coach to assure that no students assigned off campus suspension be
allowed to participate.
Students and parents should be aware that if the student is medically excused from participating in
regular physical education classes, they could be ineligible for participation in school athletic
programs as stated on the medical excuse from the parent or doctor.
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SPORTS PHYSICALS
If your student will be involved in any sport in the 2021-22 school year, district policy requires
that he/she have a sports physical performed by a doctor prior to signing up and/or tryouts.
In order to try-out for any sport, you must create an account at www.registermyathlete.com to
provide the required paperwork, updated physical, and completed certificate from the Brainbook
Concussion Education course. The course can be found at this link:
http://aiaacademy.org/users/login/brainbook.
The step-by-step guide for completing Register My Athlete can be found at this link: Register MY
Athlete Parent Training Guide Step-by-Step.

STUDENT SPECTATORS
Student spectators are expected to follow all school rules, while acting respectfully when
representing our Hillcrest Falcons at after school events. Event start time is 4:30pm. Students must
exit campus at the 3:00pm dismissal and may return for the start of the event at 4:15pm. Students
are expected to contact their parent to be picked up in a timely manner within 15 minutes of the
event’s completion. For safety purposes, at no time may a student leave campus during the event
and then return to campus to meet their parent for pick up.
*Student spectators may be limited due to social distancing guidelines.
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
A community school program is available at a nominal cost. Programs offered may include, but are
not limited to: soccer, lacrosse, drama, fitness, cooking, and an academic support class. Please
reference the newsletter or check the web page for further information.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION LOCKERS
Students should be reminded that items must be locked in P.E. locker during P.E. class. This
is their responsibility and the school assumes no liability for items stolen.
Students should understand that:
●
●
●

●
●
●

Student lockers are the property of the school system and remain at all times under the
control of the school system.
The school system retains the right to search student lockers for any reason, at any time,
without notice, without student consent and without a search warrant.
Students are totally responsible for all items found in the locker as well as being financially
liable for any damage occurring to the locker. P.E. lockers should be kept locked at all times.
(As a reminder, aerosol containers can be subject to explosion and may not be brought to
school.)
Locker combinations or locks may be changed by the teacher only. A $5.00 fee will be
charged.
Only school locks may be used.
Students are not to share lockers.

*Lockers may be limited due to social distancing guidelines.
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BICYCLES
Bike racks are available and student-provided chains/locks must be used. As with other personal
items brought to the Hillcrest campus, we cannot accept responsibility for the safety of bikes
throughout the school day. The school is not responsible for theft of parts or damage while bicycles
are parked in the rack. Bike racks are accessible only off of 71st Avenue. The following rules are to
be observed by all bike riders entering and leaving school:
●

The school grounds start at the street curbs adjacent to the campus. Students are not to cut
through the bus area or parking lots to get to the bike racks.

●

When traveling to and from school, all ordinances concerning bicycle safety must be
observed. Students who violate city and school bicycle guidelines will jeopardize their
privilege of bringing a bike to campus. Serious injury can be prevented through observation
of these rules.

●

Students who arrive on bicycles must use the bike rack and each bicycle must be locked
individually. Bike riding is not allowed on school grounds at any time.

●

Skateboards, roller skates, shoes with wheels, scooters, and roller blades are not allowed on
campus. They must be housed in the ISS room for the school day.

CAFETERIA
Student lunch accounts may be set up before school in the cafeteria or online at
www.ezschoolpay.com. Any additional lunch items will be charged at the ala carte price. When
students forget to bring a lunch or forget their money, they may go to the cafeteria manager to
receive a sandwich and milk provided they do not abuse this privilege.
Students are responsible for cleaning up after themselves prior to leaving the Cafeteria.
THROWING FOOD FOR ANY REASON IS NOT ACCEPTABLE AND WILL RESULT IN A
DISCIPLINARY CONSEQUENCE.
Safe and Healthy Eating
Please encourage your student/child/or children to be seated upright when eating and not to be
distracted. Encourage them to eat slowly, take small bites, and fully chew and swallow their food
before talking and laughing. If you pack a lunch and send it with your child, please avoid food items
that could be difficult to chew or which could possibly cause choking. Encourage them not to eat
while walking, running, or engaging in other activities. Encourage them to avoid children’s games
that involve catching a food item in the mouth or putting large amounts of food into the mouth.
Eating in the cafeteria should be fun and social, but eating in the cafeteria is a privilege. For those
who misbehave or fail to follow these directions, cafeteria privileges may be revoked.
Students will be socially distanced during lunch while in the cafeteria.
Note: A change to the federal and state requirements regarding foods sold on campus went into
effect July 1, 2014. The new standards are called Smart Snacks in Schools. To find the standards
online, simply go to http://www.regulations.gov and search by the docket number, which is
FNS-2011-0019, or you may type in the name of the rule, “Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in
Schools.”
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Please also note:
No food or drink, except water, is allowed in non-designated eating areas. Only water bottles
or drinks with a screw top lid may be allowed. All food must be secured and stored away
during the school day.
COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE
Each student has an assigned counselor. To schedule a time to see a counselor, students may go to
the Counseling Office during a non-academic time and fill out a Counselor Request Slip. To contact
the Counseling Office, please call 623-376-3300.
DISCIPLINE
MTSS/RTI - B: RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION – Campus Discipline Plan
(The HMS School-Wide Prevention Program)
Our progressive discipline is based on the Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Response to
Intervention – Behavior (RTI-B) program.
Students are expected to conduct themselves in a proper manner at all times. Specific guidelines
are outlined in the DVUSD Student Rights and Responsibility (SR & R) Handbook. The school rules
apply coming to school, going home from school, and at all school-sponsored events. General
misbehavior is handled by the classroom teacher in the following manner:
PROGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTIONS
Step 1: Universal Interventions (Warning/Redirection)
Step 2: 1st Minor Incident Report with Interventions
Step 3: 2nd Minor Incident Report with Interventions and Parent Email
Step 4: 3rd Minor Incident Report with Interventions and Parent Phone Call
Step 5: Major Behavior Referral
Consequences for inappropriate behavior will be given according to the DVUSD discipline
guidelines as outlined in the Student Rights and Responsibility (SR & R) Handbook.
IN SCHOOL SUSPENSION (ISS)
This program is designed to provide strictly structured supervision to those students who by their
behavior have indicated a lack of self-discipline and/or disruption to the orderly conduct of the
classroom or the school. During this period of reassignment, four objectives are enacted:
●
●
●
●

To serve as a consequence for unacceptable behavior.
To modify negative attitudes towards the academic environment and authority figures so
that the student will refrain from unacceptable behavior upon return to the classroom.
To help students become aware of the control they have over their own behavior and of how
their behavior affects others.
To help students learn to make responsible decisions and effectively solve problems.

Assignment to the In School Suspension room will follow DVUSD guidelines which have established
consequences for first referral, second referral, and repeated offenses. However, a single incident
may be severe enough to warrant a more extreme consequence. Parent conferences with
administration and/or staff will be held whenever needed prior to the student re-entering the
regular classroom setting.
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Any student who violates ISS protocol will be sent home for the day.
During a suspension, students are responsible for completion of all academic work, earning points
through positive behavior, performing community service, and will be provided a bag lunch if
needed.
Multiple In School Suspensions, a severe violation, repeated offenses, or failure to follow In School
Suspension procedures may result in off-campus suspension.
OTHER POLICIES - AS INCLUDED IN THE GOVERNING BOARD POLICY MANUAL & DEER
VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT STUDENTS’ RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITY HANDBOOK
Offenses that also violate state laws, such as alcohol, arson, drugs, assault, trespassing, explosive
devices, etc., may also result in police involvement or action. Discipline following severe offenses
may result in any of the following:
●
●
●
●
●

In School Suspension (ISS)
On Campus Reassignment (OCR)
Off Campus Suspension (OCS)
Long-Term Suspension (LTS)
Expulsion

DRESS CODE
Any attire that detracts from the learning environment is not acceptable. Students should dress in a
manner that, in addition to the following guidelines, takes into consideration the educational
environment, safety, health and welfare of self and others.
● Clothing must cover the entire buttocks. Shirts and tops may not expose bare midriffs, bare
shoulders, nor be deeply or narrowly cut in the front, back, or under the arms. Halter tops,
spaghetti straps, and strapless tops are not acceptable. Clothing that exposes
undergarments will not be tolerated for males or females.
● Bare feet are never acceptable. In the interest of safety, shoes must be worn at all times.
Closed shoes are to be worn for any type of physical activity, such as physical education,
cheer practice, weight lifting, etc.
● Jewelry or ornamentation shall not be worn if it presents a safety hazard to self and/or
others.
● No hats may be worn inside any campus buildings at anytime, except for properly approved
occupational safety headgear required for special classes.
● Defamatory writing, obscene language or symbols, or symbols of drugs, sex, or alcohol on
clothing or jewelry are expressly prohibited.
● Tattoos displaying defamatory writing, obscene language or symbols, or symbols of drugs,
sex, or alcohol must be covered.

8

FACE COVERINGS (MASKS)
Face masks are optional. See the CDC’s Guidance for their recommendations on who should wear
facemasks. Exceptions to this change include:
● Students and staff must continue to wear face masks when on school busses due to federal
requirements by the Centers for Disease Control and the Transportation Security
Administration.
● Symptomatic students and staff will be required to use masks when in the nurse’s office.
● Students who refuse to wear a facemask during times when they are required will be
administered discipline.
o Face covering requirements are determined in conjunction with local and/or state
agencies.
o For families that choose to have their child(ren) wear a face mask, breaks will be
provided for students to remove their face masks.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Students are NOT to use their personal cell phones or other electronic devices WHILE IN CLASS
unless specifically directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. All electronic devices,
including cell phones, iPods, earbuds, etc. MAY BE used during lunches and passing time, as
well as before and after school. The use of cell phones in the classroom without teacher
permission at any time will be considered a disruption to the learning environment and will follow
the progressive discipline steps. The school is not responsible for lost electronic items.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION
Hillcrest and Deer Valley District have developed comprehensive safe school plans. These plans will
be practiced with all staff and students, so that they may learn emergency guidelines and
procedures.
In the event of a fire or evacuation, students must follow the teacher directions and printed
instructions posted in each classroom. Instructions will include forming single file lines,
proceeding without talking, reporting to designated areas, etc. This will ensure an orderly, safe
process. Classes may return when an “All Clear” announcement is made.
In the event of a lock down, students will hear a verbal announcement. Please follow staff
directions and instructions until an “All Clear” announcement is made by administration.

OFF-SITE EVACUATION PLAN
The schools in the Deer Valley Unified School District are committed to maintaining safe, secure
campuses for our students and staff. In the event that a serious situation occurs, it might be
necessary for us to evacuate the campus and remove students to an alternative location to be
reunited with their parents. Generally, we will not move students off campus. In the event of an
emergency, every attempt will be made to contact you if we are planning on evacuating Hillcrest to
our evacuation location Barry Goldwater High School. Please remember, our first priority is the
students. The local police will make the final determination where we should evacuate and that
information will be available on the Deer Valley Unified School District website at www.dvusd.org.
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Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA)

Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA)
Annual Notification To Parents
Regarding Confidentiality Of Student Education Records
[34 C.F.R. 300.561 and 300.572]
Dear Parent,
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of
age (“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education records. The
Governing Board has established written policies regarding the collection, storage, retrieval, release,
use, and transfer of student educational information collected and maintained pertinent to the
education of all students to ensure the confidentiality of the information and to guarantee parents’
and students’ rights to privacy. These policies and procedures are in compliance with:
●

The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act; Title 20, United States Code, Sections 1232g and
1232h; and the Federal Regulations (34 C.F.R., Part 99) issued pursuant to such act;

●

Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and
Obstruct Terrorism Act of 2001 (USA PATRIOT Act);

●

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB);

●

The Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act; 20 U.S.C. Chapter 33; and the Federal
Regulations (34 C.F.R. 300); and

●

A.R.S. 15-141 and 15-142

Student education records are collected and maintained to help in the instruction, guidance, and
educational progress of the student, to provide information to parents and staff members, to
provide a basis for the evaluation and improvement of school programs, and for legitimate
educational research. The students’ records maintained by the District may include—but are not
limited to—identifying data, report cards and transcripts of academic work completed, standardized
achievement test scores, attendance data, reports of psychological testing, health data, teacher and
counselor observations, and verified reports of serious or recurrent behavior patterns.
These records are maintained by the District under the supervision of the school administrator at the
school the student attends or last attended and are available only to the teachers and staff members
working with the student. Upon request, the school discloses education records without consent to
officials of another school District in which a student seeks or intends to enroll. Otherwise, records
are not released to most agencies, persons or organizations without prior written consent of the
parent (34 C.F.R. 99.7).
You shall be informed when personally identifiable information collected, maintained, or used is no
longer needed to provide educational services to your child. The information must be maintained for
four (4) years after the date your child was last enrolled in this school District.
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You have the right to inspect and review any and all records related to your child within forty-five
(45) days of the day of receiving a request for access, including a listing of persons or organizations
who have reviewed or have received copies of the information (34 C.F.R. 99.7) Parents who wish to
review their children’s records should contact the principal for an appointment or submit to the
principal a written request that identifies the record(s) you wish to inspect. School personnel will
make arrangements for access and notify you of the time and place where the records may be
inspected. School personnel will be available to explain the contents of the records to you. Copies of
student education records will be made available to parents when it is not practicable for you to
inspect and review the records at the school. Charges for the copies of records will be costs of
copying unless the fee prevents the parent from exercising rights to inspect and review those
records.
You have the right to request that an amendment be made to the student’s education records and to
add comments of your own if you believe information in the record file is inaccurate or misleading
(34 C.F.R. 99.7(a)(1)). You should write the principal, clearly identify the part of the record you want
changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or misleading. If the school decides not to amend the
record as requested by you, the school will notify you of the decision and advise you of their right to
a hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing
procedures will be provided to you when notified of a right to a hearing.
You have the right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the
student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.
One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to school officials with
legitimate educational interests. A school official is a person employed by the school as an
administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff and
law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on a school board; a person or company with
whom the school has contracted to perform a special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical
consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a
disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks.
A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education
record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.
You have the right to file a complaint with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act Office in
Washington, D.C., concerning alleged failures by the school to comply with the requirements of
FERPA (34 C.F.R. 99.7). The name and address of the office that administers FERPA are:
Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4605
Copies of the District student education records confidentiality policies and procedures may be
reviewed in the assigned office of each school (34 C.F.R. 99.7(a)(5) and 99.7(b)).
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HEALTH CENTER
The school nurse is the consultant for students concerning health problems. Procedures for
students visiting the nurse's office are consistent throughout the campus. Students must get a pass
from their teacher or a staff member to go to the nurse. If the nature of the illness or injury is
urgent in nature, the student may report directly to the nurse's office. During the first and last
periods of the day, students are encouraged to remain in class unless the illness is of an urgent
nature, or there is an accident.
All students requesting to be excused from P.E. must bring a signed note from his/her parent. If it is
a one-day excuse it needs to be given to the P.E. instructor. Excuses for more than one-day need to
be taken to the nurse. The nurse will then write an "excused from P.E." pass for the student. Any
request for an excuse over three days must be accompanied by a doctor's written excuse.
According to the Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook regarding medication:
All prescription medications must be stored in the Health Center:
1. Forms are available in the Health Center if medication is needed during the school day. Each
bottle of medication must be in the original container and the medication form filled out and
on file in the Health Center.
2. Inhalers and self-administered “Epi-Pens” may be carried if the proper medication form has
been filled out and placed on file in the Health Center.
All over-the-counter medication must be stored in the Health Center:
1. Forms are available in the Health Center if medication is needed during the school day. Each
bottle of medication must be in the original container and the medication form filled out and
on file in the Health Center.
Notice: Medication may not be shared with others. Failure to follow these rules could lead to
consequences, including suspension or expulsion.

Home Practice Philosophy
Home practice, sometimes referred to as homework, is essential for increasing and reinforcing
student learning and achievement for course standards. Through home practice, teachers provide
students opportunities to increase their understanding of essential knowledge relating to course
standards. Home practice means a student is engaged in applying new learning in order to get to as
close to mastery of a standard as possible. Teachers should assign home practice work that extends
course learning in a manner that is appropriate to a student’s age, grade level, and achievement
level. Home practice work may also be differentiated to meet individual students’ learning needs to
help increase student mastery of skills. Student participation is critical in order to receive specific
feedback on how to improve and become successful in meeting course standards. In addition to
increasing student achievement, home practice also provides the student opportunities to develop
critical, independent study skills and self-discipline for their own educational journey.
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Make Up Opportunities
DVUSD Board Regulation IKEA-R (I-7261):
When a student is absent from school, teachers shall provide an opportunity for the student to make
up work for any absence in order to close learning gaps from time away from school. A student who
is absent from school misses a valuable part of the benefit of in-school education and may
experience challenges in understanding content and curriculum that was missed which may put the
student at risk from meeting content standards. Adjustments may be made when it is in the best
interest of the student(s).
●
●

●
●
●

●
●

●

●

●
●

DVUSD utilizes the Canvas Learning Management System (LMS) to support equitable access
for a guaranteed and viable curriculum for all K-12 learners.
Each teacher will provide the student’s assignment(s) and any handout or materials
necessary for accomplishment of such assignment(s), allowing a minimum make up period
of one (1) day for each day absent. Teachers may adjust time based on the individual needs
of the student or assignment.
School sanctioned and/or approved events should not negatively impact a student’s grade.
Students who miss school work because of unexcused absences or suspensions will be given
the opportunity to make up missed work for credit. Teachers shall assign such make-up
work as necessary to ensure academic progress, not as a punitive measure.
When age is appropriate, the student is responsible to go to his/her teacher(s) the first day
back from an absence to find out what work was missed and to develop a plan to make up
those assignments. This would include, but not limited to, such things as notes, homework,
tests, laboratory assignments, performances, and projects.
If the teacher is unable to supply the student with a make-up assignment, the student will
not be held responsible for that make up assignment.
If work is not turned in by the time the assignment is due, and the student fails to provide an
acceptable explanation of the extenuating circumstances that would merit an extension, the
teacher may choose to not accept the student’s make-up work and may seek alternative
assignments or assessments to determine proficiency on subject matter.
Daily Assignments vs. Long-Term Projects: There is an important distinction between
daily/formative assignments and long-term/summative projects. Make-up policies
regarding long-term/summative projects are at the discretion of the individual teacher
based on the time-frame of the student’s absence and the requirements of the long-term
project.
In situations where the student will be absent for more than (3) three days, due to illness, or
when the parent notifies the office that the student will be absent more than one (1) week
for other reasons, teachers may provide required assignments in advance or send
assignments with the student.
In the case of school absences for up to three months due to chronic health conditions
certified by a doctor, procedures in DVUSD board regulation, Exclusions and Exemptions
from School Attendance (JHD, J-1961) will be followed for student make-up work.
Absences that are COVID-19 related:
o When students are absent for documented COVID-related reasons (quarantined or
self-isolated) by DVUSD in accordance with the Maricopa County Department of
Public Health (MCDPH) guidelines, students will have access to the curriculum and
daily content through Canvas to receive instruction.
o Students have the opportunity to have curricular support using Canvas and/or
scheduling an appointment with the teacher.
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●

Absences other than COVID-19 related:
o When students are absent for reasons other than COVID-related illnesses or
quarantine, students have access to the curriculum and daily content through
Canvas to receive instruction.
o Students have the opportunity to have curricular support using their Canvas courses
to stay on track with learning, assignments, and other classroom related tasks while
absent.

PROMOTION PROCEDURES
Student progression in grades 7-8 is determined by a variety of indicators, as defined by state
standards and district expectations, which are aligned with the Arizona College and Career
Readiness Standards (AZCCRS). These expectations include specific levels of student performance
on locally determined assessments, including universal screenings and ongoing progress
monitoring, and results of statewide assessments.
Promotion from one level to the next level is based upon each student’s progress toward the
accomplishment of high standards that are both challenging and achievable. The evaluation of each
student’s progress will be based upon the student’s classroom work, observations, tests, district and
state assessments, and other relevant information.
PROMOTION CRITERIA
A. Achievement: The minimum requirement for promotion to the next grade level is a D or
higher in the final grade in ALL four core academic subjects.
a. A student must pass all four core academic subjects (English language arts,
mathematics, science and social studies) in order to qualify for promotion to the
next grade. Within specific guidelines, schools shall have the authority to “place” a
student who does not meet promotion requirements based on the best educational
interest of the child.
B. Attendance: The minimum attendance standard for the Deer Valley Unified School District
is 90% of the days of the school year per A.R.S.§15-802 and A.R.S.§15-803. Extenuating
circumstances will be considered on an individual basis. Students who are absent 10% of
the school year, or 18 days, may need to be retained.

No decision for Retention shall be made without parent/legal guardian involvement.
Reassignment Criteria: Students who fail a core academic subject must pass that subject in
summer school in order to be reassigned. Summer school is at parent/legal guardian’s expense.
Seventh grade students who will be 15 years old during the upcoming school year and/or will have
attended grades seven and eight for three years will be reassigned to the 8th grade.
Students who will be 16 years old during the upcoming school year and/or will have attended
grades seven and eight for three years will be reassigned to the high school.
Please become familiar with the 2021-2022 District K-8 Promotion, Retention, Acceleration
and Grading Handbook (PRAG) which may be found at http://www.dvusd.org/Domain/1302
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PROMOTION CEREMONY PROCEDURES
In order to participate in the Promotion Ceremony, Deer Valley Unified School District promotion
and retention procedure states that students must receive a final year end passing grade of a D
average or better in each of the following courses: Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, PE,
and Exploratory. All Exploratory course grades will be averaged for a final year end grade. Behavior
may also be a determining factor.
STUDENT PROGRESS
Parent/teacher conferences are conducted throughout the year. At any given time, parents may
contact the Counseling Office or teachers to set up a conference with any or all of the child's
teachers. Twice during the school year, Hillcrest has an afternoon and evening set-aside for
conferences. Please keep in mind that a parent/teacher conference is an excellent opportunity to
"touch base" with the students’ teachers.
PowerSchool reports help students, staff, and parents monitor academic progress and are accessible
to parents. If you need a copy of the PowerSchool password, please stop by the office.
GRADING PROCEDURES
Teachers will communicate to parents all grading practices and procedures at the beginning of the
school year.
It is recommended that the assignment of academic grades for each subject area be based on a
composite or average of a student’s performance on daily assignments, homework, tests, projects,
and other classroom activities determined by the classroom teacher. No one test or project should
be more than 25% of the total grade.
GRADING SYSTEM
In all classes letter grades A, B, C, D, F will be used. Plus and minus designations will not be used.
90-100
80-89
70-79
60-69
59 & below
I
=
N
=
P
=

=
A
=
B
=
C
=
D
=
F
Incomplete
No grade given
Pass (given to teacher assistants)

HIGH SCHOOL COURSES IN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Grades for honors high school courses taken at the middle school level are weighted on the
student’s high school transcript. Any high school math course or Spanish 1-2 taught in grades 7 and
8 will use the high school semester grading system.
Teachers will follow these practices with regards to final assessments:
● Final assessments will occur towards the end of the semester.
● Final assessments will not be in a separate category in the grade book.
● Final assessments will not outweigh a typical assessment.
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Credit may only be issued for high school credit when it appears on an official high school
transcript. The course implemented must utilize the high school curriculum, the assessments and
grading criteria of the high school course and all courses must be given a letter grade, which will be
posted on the transcript.
Course Level Placement Changes
Students who request an Honors level course are accepting the rigor that comes with these
advanced academic courses. Once students and parents agree to the requirements, they will be
enrolled in an advanced academic course. No level changes will be considered for students in
advanced academic classes before the 15th day of class and after the 25th day of class. Only a
teacher can recommend students for a placement change in an advanced academic class. The
teacher will only consider students for a placement change whose effort is consistent with the
expectation yet show limited success in the class. This follows DVUSD high school placement change
procedures as found in the high school Academic Planning Guide.

Procedures for Course Withdrawal
Any student, regular, (H), (AP), or (IB), who withdraws from a class after the first fifteen (15) days of
the semester, but before the end of the tenth (10) week will receive a grade of WP or WF. Requests
for class withdrawals will not be processed after the tenth (10) week of the semester. WP or WF
grades will be posted on a student’s transcript but not factored into GPA or class ranking
Students who have earned high school credit will be provided with a Deer Valley Unified School
Transcript if withdrawing from Deer Valley Unified School District.
In the summer before their 9th grade year begins, students may take physical education and health
for high school credit.

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION
In order to be eligible for academic recognition, students must have full-time status.
Principal’s List
All A’s
No N’s or U’s in Special Area Achievement Grades
No Incompletes

Honor Roll
B average or higher
No C’s D’s or F’s
No N’s or U’s in Special Area Achievement Grades
No Incompletes

STUDENT RECOGNITION AND REWARD PROGRAM
Hillcrest participates in the Renaissance Recognition Program. This focuses upon the areas of
school attendance and academic achievement during the year and is monitored by a committee of
students, teachers, and parents. Activities include academic pep rallies, attendance incentives, and
special activities for Honor Roll and Principal's List, grade improvement, etc.

TELEPHONE USAGES AND MESSAGES
In order to maintain the instructional time and process, ONLY EMERGENCY telephone messages will
be taken for students. Students will be allowed to make telephone calls in the main office for
EMERGENCIES ONLY when accompanied with a pass from a teacher. Additionally, to protect the
integrity of the learning environment, non-emergency messages from parents will only be delivered
to students during non-instructional times.
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FORGOTTEN ITEMS
At Hillcrest we have seen an increased number of items dropped off for students to pick up. We get
everything from homework, lunch money, band instruments, PE clothes, clothes to change into after
school, shoes, etc. We realize that some things just cannot be avoided and it is necessary to get
things to your student. However, any homework that your child needs will be time stamped, dated,
and we will put it in the teacher’s mailbox. Any other items can only be picked up between classes
or at lunch. This will ensure a minimal amount of distractions during class time.
*During the transition back to in-person learning, we ask that item drop off be kept to a minimum to
promote social distancing and safe practices. Students will only be allowed to pick up items in
between classes. No items will be taken during class time.
TEXTBOOKS AND TECHNOLOGY
Students are responsible for technology, library and textbooks that are issued to them, until
they are turned in at the end of the year. Any damage or loss is the student’s responsibility.
Report cards and school records may be withheld until the damage and replacement fees have been
paid.
All students will be issued a chromebook checked out through the library to be used throughout the
school year. DVUSD will be offering an Optional Device Protection Plan for families of 4th-8th
graders utilizing take-home devices. Enrollment in the plan is optional with the understanding that
if students/parents do not enroll in the protection plan they may carry full liability for the student
device (iPad or Chromebook) in the same way they do for other damaged or lost school property,
such as textbooks.
The fee for this protection is $25 per child/per school year.
Parents can purchase the protection plan online at https://url.dvusd.org/PaymentPortal.
For students who damage or lose their district technology device, the deductible can be debited to
the student's account in In-Touch and the parent can pay the fee online.
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TRADITIONAL SCHEDULE

18

