
 Expository Essay
The Outsiders



CHOOSE A BIG IDEA
CHOOSE ONE BIG IDEA FROM THE FOLLOWING THAT WE’VE 
DISCUSSED DURING THE BOOK: 

Friendship 
Loyalty 

Belonging 
Stereotypes 

Identity 
Worth the Fight-only used for MODEL on Powerpoint



CHOOSE 3 Situations That Support 
Your Big Idea

WORTH THE FIGHT 
1)Human life was worth fighting for Johnny.  He saw 
Ponyboy being drowned, and he killed Bob to save 
his friend’s life.  He also fought to save the lives of 
the boys in the fire. 
2)Family was worth fighting for for Darry.  He gave 
up college and his future to keep his family together 
after his parents died. 
3)The truth was worth fighting for Ponyboy.  After all 
the trauma he experienced, he wrote a novel to 
share the pain of stereotyping people and the truths 
he learned from the loss of three innocent lives.



Thesis Statement

A thesis statement shows your reader the direction that 
you are going in your paper.  It will state the Big Idea 
and your three supporting ideas.  It tells the reader why 
these things are important.   

Sample thesis:  In S.E. Hinton’s The 
Outsiders, Johnny, Darry, and Ponyboy fight 
for something they believe in that brings 
purpose to their lives.   



Checklist for Thesis Statement

• Does your thesis contain your BIG IDEA? 
• Does the thesis statement provide 

three areas for discussion from the 
novel?  
• Does the thesis stay within the topic of 

the paper?  
• Does your thesis have a SO WHAT? 

factor?  (Why is it important?)



Body Paragraph 1
Introductory sentence states the Big Idea and the first 
example from the book. 
 Human life was worth fighting for to Johnny.  Not 
only did he fight to protect his friends, but he fought to 
protect strangers. Johnny explains,“I had to. They were 
drowning you, Pony. They might have killed you” (Hinton 
57). Johnny wasn’t a cold, hard killer. He was simply a 
scared kid who was fighting to protect his best friend.   In 
his last letter, Johnny expresses,  “Listen, I don’t mind 
dying now.  It was worth it.  It’s worth saving those kids.  
Their lives are worth more than mine, they have more to 
live for” (Hinton 178).  This shows that he finds the lives 
of kids he doesn’t even know worth more value than his 
own.  Johnny knows the value of life, and he fights for it 
for those around him.  



Body Paragraphs
• Use the graphic organizer to plan body 

paragraphs one, two and three (these are 
paragraphs two, three and four in the 
essay) 
• Each paragraph must contain the following 

pieces:  
• a topic sentence (topic refers back to 

thesis) 
• a quote, with page number 
• two supporting sentences 
• a concluding sentence



Checklist for body paragraphs
1) Did the paragraph begin with a transition?  
2) Was there a topic sentence that referred 
back to one part of the thesis?  
3) Did a supporting sentence introduce the 
quote? 
4) Did the paragraph contain a quote with page 
number? 
5)Did a supporting sentence explain the 
importance of the quote?   
6) Is there a concluding sentence?



 
Paragraph 1: Introduction  
                                                                                                                                      Attention Getting Lead

Your Introduction Paragraph must include the following 
parts:  

•Title (novels are italicized or underlined)    
•Author  
•Introduction to idea (You will want to avoid statements 

like In this paper I will discuss…) 
•Any other important information relevant to your big idea 
•Your thesis 

Thesis sentence



Sample Introduction

 Fighting is often thought of as sport, such as 
boxing, or a way to respond physically to conflict.  
But sometimes, fighting is done within a person.  
Fighting is part of life, when we believe in 
something and care about people.  In S.E. Hinton’s 
The Outsiders, there were many characters who 
fought for what they believed in and the people they 
loved. Although there is physical fighting between 
gangs in the novel, there is also evidence of 
purposeful fighting. Johnny, Darry, and Ponyboy are 
characters who  fight for something they believe in, 
and this brings purpose to their lives.   



Checklist for Introduction Paragraph
1. Is the title included and italicized or underlined (The 

Outsiders)?    
2. Is the author’s name mentioned?  
3. Does the topic sentence generally, briefly tell the topic 

of the paper and avoid statements that are extremely 
obvious to the reader?  

4. If needed, does the introduction paragraph include 
other important information, including the definition of 
relevant literary terms or stereotypes of groups?  

5. Does the introductory paragraph contain a thesis 
statement that relates to the topic and that sets up 
three points to be discussed in the body of the paper? 



How do I include a quote?
• Your quote should help prove your point. 
• Quotes CANNOT stand alone as a sentence.  
• Incorrect- Johnny writes Ponyboy a letter reminding him 

to stay optimistic. “Stay gold, Ponyboy” (Hinton 148).  
• Correct- Johnny writes Ponyboy a letter reminding him to 

stay optimistic. The letter reads, “Stay gold, 
Ponyboy” (Hinton 148).  

• ALL QUOTES MUST HAVE THE AUTHOR’S LAST NAME AND 
PAGE NUMBERS IN PARENTHESES (AFTER THE QUOTATION 
MARKS, BEFORE THE PERIOD).  

   



Transitions
Use transitions when you begin a new paragraph. Some 
transitions include the following:  

 In the beginning,   After …,  
 In the same way,   However,  
 Throughout the novel,  For this reason,  
 In the end,    Although…,  
 Finally,    As a result, 



Conclusion Paragraph

• There are 2 basic functions of a conclusion 
1.Restate your thesis statement—You will not use 

the EXACT thesis statement from your 
introduction. 

2.What do you want the reader to do or learn 
about your Big Idea after they read your paper? 
Why should they care? You may want to comment 
on a theme or lesson learned. 

Restate Thesis 

What do you want the 
reader to learn or do? 



Conclusions
• Begins with a topic sentence that clearly relates to the 

topic, or issue, or problem, that was identified in the 
introductory paragraph. 

• A statement much like your thesis statement. 
• Several sentences that revisit points from your 

introductory paragraph and your body paragraphs.  These 
points now serve to close your argument. 

• A final comment, or intellectual conclusion of sorts that 
points out the larger significance of your argument. Give 
a statement of theme.



Sample Conclusion 
 In The Outsiders, Johnny, Darry, and Ponyboy stand 
up for what they think is right, emphasizing the importance 
of fighting for purpose in life. Johnny takes a stand for what 
is right when he saves Ponyboy from drowning and when he 
runs into a burning building to save innocent children. Darry 
also fights for what he believes is right. He does not go to 
college and works to keep his family together.  In the same 
way, Ponyboy fights to cope with the tragedy. He writes a 
novel helping young teenagers deal with similar 
circumstances so that they will realize they have something 
to fight for in life. These three characters fight, and 
through their experiences, they understand their purposes 
in life. Similarly, Readers must also seek their purposes in 
life by fighting for what they believe in.  Through their 
experiences, they will stand up for what is right and 
achieve a better understanding  and appreciation for living. 



Checklist for Conclusion
• 1. Does your conclusion RESTATE your thesis?  
• 2. Do you make brief statements about your points of 

discussion? 
• 3. Do you tell your reader what they should learn or do 

after they read your paper? 



Works Cited 
• You must cite the book using MLA format.  
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