Summer Reading Packet

ELA 3-4H
Contact information:
Mr. Racine|michael.racine@dvusd.org
Mrs. Bondi | lynne.bondi@dvusd.org
Mr. Sabel|dan.sabel@dvusd.org
Mrs. Aspaas | natalie.aspaas.dvusd.org

Required reading:
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
Annotations (30 points)
Please read and annotate the novel. A sheet on annotation has been included in this packet. Annotate intelligently and
orderly; you need not highlight the entire book. Meaningful annotation means interacting with the text. You will be
scored on your annotations the first week of school, so please bring the annotated novel with you beginning on Day 2!
If you cannot write directly on your book, post-it notes will suffice. Please see the rubric below and the attachment on
annotation for guidance.

ANNOTATION RUBRIC (adapted from Stephanie DiMartino)
30 The text is extensively annotated with copious margin notations. The annotations
demonstrate a comprehensive and thoughtful reading. The margin notes show that the reader
has made insightful connections and drawn valid conclusions.
27 The text is mostly annotated with adequate margin notations. The annotations
demonstrate a mostly comprehensive and thoughtful reading. The margin notes show that
most of the reader’s connections are insightful and the reader has drawn mostly valid
conclusions.
24 The text shows some margin notes. The annotations demonstrate that the reader
understands the text beyond the literal level and has been able to make some connections and
draw some conclusions.
18 The marginal notes are basic and consist mainly of plot-driven questions (What will
happen…). Annotations indicate a basic understanding of the text. The reader has been able to
make one or two connections, but has been unable to use the text to draw valid conclusions.
12 The text is underlined in appropriate places, but there are very few margin notes making it
difficult to evaluate how well the reader understood the reading. There are very few references
to class discussion.
Annotation Rubric (continued…)
6 Significant parts of the text are completely unmarked. There are no margin notes, only
underlined text.
0 The text is completely unmarked.
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Samples of high quality annotations of the novel have been included in this packet.
If you have any questions or concerns about the summer work or ELA 3-4 Honors in general, email Mr. Racine at
Michael.racine@dvusd.org.
Mr. Racine, Mrs. Bondi, Mr. Sabel and Mrs. Aspaas

Please retain this handout in your notebook for future reference.
ANNOTATION: Annotation is a method of notation that involves engaging directly with the page as it is read in the form
of comments, summaries, analysis, etc. The quality of your annotations is not based on how many notes, but the
depth of thinking and strength of connection to the text those notes indicate.
Why annotate?





To better connect with a text and its layers of meaning
To improve the depth of your initial understanding and focus of the text
To improve your retention of the text
To increase the efficiency of your studying

What you’ll need:





An inexpensive copy of your text—or at least a copy you don’t mind getting marked up
Highlighter(s)
Pencil
Post-it notes (if you are hesitant to mark the pages themselves because the book is not yours, because it is an
heirloom copy, etc.)

Annotation is personal—often meticulous, eccentric and highly complex—but good general guidelines do exist.
Consider the following from Mortimer J. Adler’s “How to Mark a Book”:
 Underlining (or highlighting): of major points, of important or forceful statements.
 Vertical lines at the margin: to emphasize a statement already underlined.
 Star, asterisk, or other doo-dad at the margin: to be used sparingly, to emphasize the ten or twenty most
important statements in the book. (You may want to fold the bottom comer of each page on which you use such
marks. It won't hurt the sturdy paper on which most modern books are printed, and you will be able take the
book off the shelf at any time and, by opening it at the folded-corner page, refresh your recollection of the book.)
 Numbers in the margin: to indicate the sequence of points the author makes in developing a single argument.
 Numbers of other pages in the margin: to indicate where else in the book the author made points relevant to the
point marked; to tie up the ideas in a book, which, though they may be separated by many pages, belong
together.
 Circling or highlighting of key words or phrases.
 Writing in the margin, or at the top or bottom of the page, for the sake of: recording questions (and perhaps
answers) which a passage raised in your mind; reducing a complicated discussion to a simple statement;
recording the sequence of major points right through the books.
 Literary or rhetorical devices, or interesting strategies the author employs. These may include, but are not
limited to: metaphors, symbolism, foreshadowing, allusion, etc.
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The front and back inside covers of your book are key places for further annotation. Consider creating a glossary of
relevant vocabulary words and the pages on which they appear on one cover and noting on the back a list of characters,
key passages (and their accompanying page numbers), themes/motifs, stylistic devices, etc.
SAMPLES
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Identifies claim and evidence to support claim/writer’s argument; highlights literary elements (e.g. metaphors, similes,
anecdotes) that advance claim.

Identifying themes; providing insight; discussing symbolism; providing analysis; making connections to today.

*Note: You will also have an objective test over the novel, as well as a timed write, the first week of class.

A note about the novel:
 Wuthering Heights is a framed narrative. Framing is a technique whereby an introductory main story is
composed, at least in part, for the purpose of setting the stage for an inner narrative. It is a ‘story within a

story’ (or sometimes multiple stories within a story).

