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Dear Student: 

Welcome to High School! These next few years will probably be the most memorable, just ask the 
adults in your life. It’s a challenging time as you grow into adulthood, but also an exciting time as you 
start to make choices that will impact your future. In the end, good choices usually make for even 
better choices, so ask those you trust for advice on areas you should investigate as you begin your 
secondary school learning. The best part of high school is that you can experiment with different ideas 
and interests before finally choosing a career in the future. My advice is to take the toughest classes 
you can, don’t take the easy road. Now is the time to begin to start shaping your adult learning habits 
that will guide you for the rest of your life. 

The staff and administration of Deer Valley Schools are committed to your learning adventure. Besides 
traditional high school course offerings, we have certificates, endorsements, specialized programs, on-
line learning, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Dual-Enrollment, and Career and 
Technical opportunities. In each course of study it is important that you have a purpose with goals in 
mind; only then will you want to dedicate your time and effort to do your best. 

The hardest part of growing up is knowing when to ask for help and when to persevere. It is important 
that you stay in constant communication with your parents, guardians, and teachers regarding your 
progress and not be afraid to ask for help should you feel overwhelmed or if you are getting behind. 
We are here to help you get back on step to complete your objectives on time and to the best of your 
abilities. Learning should be challenging and fun at the same time, so we want to make sure you are 
successful while enjoying this educational journey called high school. 

Thank you for choosing Deer Valley School District. We are committed to your academic success and I 

look forward to shaking your hand as your receive your diploma in the near future! Sincerely, 

Curtis Finch, PhD 
Superintendent 
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O ’CONNOR  HIGH  SCHOOL

NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE   
The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. For any inquiries regarding 
nondiscrimination policies contact the Superintendent's Department, 20402 N. 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85027. 623.445.5000. 
This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 197 3, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age of 
Discrimination Act of 1975, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints or requests for additional information regarding these laws may be forwarded to the 
designated compliance coordinator(s). 
Lisa Crain, District Title IX Coordinator, 623-445-4914 lisa.crain@dvusd.org Jaime 
Aldred, 504 Coordinator, jaime.aldred@duvsd.org
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An ECAP reflects a student’s current plan of coursework, career aspirations, and extended learning opportunities in order to 
the student’s individual academic and career 
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prior to enrolling in the course. A maximum of three (3) credits (over a student’s four years) may be accepted from a non
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The district does not provide study guides, textbooks, or other types of assistance. Credit will be given and the student’s t

•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•

•



8

Early graduation candidates must meet all requirements and early graduation must be deemed appropriate for the student’s cont

•

•
•
•

Only the final grade for the first and second semester is entered on the student’s 

elow 60%   Students receive no credit for a grade of “F.”  

In DVUSD, authentic grading accurately measures and reflects a student’s performance based upon mastery of the standards. The





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student’s schedule and transcript. Under no circumstances will an audit requ

“AP” designates courses that are part of the Advanced Placement Program. These are college level courses. “IB” designates courses 
alaureate Program at Barry Goldwater High School. “H” designates honors courses designed for 



11

If a student doesn’t graduate due to credit deficiency, the student can:  
•
•

student’s transcript but not factored into GPA or class ranking. Students who receive a WF will be ineligible for extra
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eligible for homebound instruction with doctor’s 
orders. Homebound packets are available in the nurse’s office.  Technology is provided by the home school.  The teacher of re

The Academy of American Studies is offered at Sandra Day O’Connor High School and is available through open enrollment to all
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to succeed in today’s global economy. Students are presented with 

es above Arizona’s 
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’s counselor 

tudents to learn. Since every student’s self

vides the foundation for students to work towards an Associates or Bachelor’s degree. There are three types of 
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Sandra Day O’Connor Dual Enrollment

student’s IEP. 
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students to succeed in today’s global economy. Students are presented with opportunities to develop specialized skills while 

– –
(Boulder Creek High School will be transported to O’Connor High School. Mountain Ridge and Goldwater stu
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This course is designed to expand students’ cultural understandings and language skills at the Intermediate Mid to Advanced l

grade course building for students’ cultural understand

speaking, reading and writing on a district approved proficiency assessment. This is for “Pass” only.  
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for students interested in obtaining a private pilot’s license.  
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fictitious family. The course is a “How To” manual for maintaining overall health and homeostasis in the body. Students explo
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ired food handler’s training.  Student 
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speaking, reading and writing on a district approved proficiency assessment. This is for “Pass” only.  

22

advanced French cooking methods. Students are required to complete food handler’s train

–

Food Handler’s Certification  

and journalistic products. Students in this class are responsible for production of the school’s student led newspaper / news
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learning may be available from the community college for students who earn a passing score on the state’s technical skill ass
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challenged to apply these methods and concepts to create effective designs for clients’ communication needs. This program pre
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agencies and cruise lines.  Students will prepare and test for the Maricopa County Food Handler’s card.  Student Organization

Students gain value experience in project management. Students are required to complete food handler’s training. Students wil
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D Design or Instructor’s Signature  
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This course helps students develop dramatic skills and acting techniques through participation in children’s theatre and one 
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This laboratory class analyzes and describes Earth’s interconnected sy
human influence.  Topics covered include rocks, minerals, sculpting of Earth’s surface, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcano

This online laboratory class analyzes and describes Earth’s interconnected systems and how they are changing due to natural p
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determination and also develops students’ familiarity with econo
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d issues in today’s society. Subject matter will explore family, 
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conomic events of the 1960’s–

alteration of the Earth’s surface. Students em
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This course expands students’ skills in American Sign Language
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tudent’s IEP.  

ents are trained to reach out to students who need conflict resolution, “TLC” and support. They learn to be good listeners wi
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based technology and its uses. It will help students become proficient with today’s 
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Deer Valley Online
Learning Program

dvusd.org/online 

•
•
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Deer Valley Online
Learning Program

dvusd.org/online

A student may drop a class within 15 days of enrollment: the class is cancelled and no grade will be reported to the student’
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Valley Online Learning Program will be reported to the student’s local school.  After receiving a grade report from Deer Vall

registrar’s office of the new school to verify how on

DAY O’CONNOR HIGH SCHOOL
prepares students for tomorrow’s challenges using in

prep education as “a school 
within a school,” on the O’Connor High School campus. This small school environment fosters a spirit of academic learning, 

To prepare today’s students to become engaged citizens and America’s future leaders utilizing the in

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
- attention to each student’s learning and academic progress in a nurturing yet rigorous academic 

-

-

- teamwork and individual’s 
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DVUSD Pathways is a “choice” program with



at the DVUSD Pathways’ campus locations.  Final exams are taken in 








