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Dawn Olson, Gifted Specialist

2015 Grant recipient? No | No
Organizational goals Paseo Hills is a K-8, Title I public school in the Deer Valley Unified

School District.  Our vision of excellence is empowered by 21st
century thinking. Our students, teachers, and staff use global
connections, digital literacy, responsible citizenship, and
open-mindedness in their daily lives.   Our mission is for Paseo Hills
students to become self-directed learners through successful
communication, digital literacy, and positive relationships.  Paseo
Hills embraces a rigorous academic environment, global citizenship
and strong character education.   

As part of DVUSD Gifted Services, my goal is to engage students in
multiple, ongoing opportunities for meaningful, rigorous academic
experiences.  My mission aligns with that of the school, to  provide a
continuum of gifted services in grades K-8 that encompass core
curriculum while integrating technology, fine arts, civics, and
interpersonal relationships through individualized learning,
engaging instruction, and community partnerships to make our
students college and career ready.

http://www.dvusd.org/Domain/6621


Brief description of request I'd like to bring a Fantasy Football Math program to the students at
my school.  

"Fantasy sports leads to a student-centered environment rather
than a teacher-led classroom. This results in more teacher time to
work one-on-one with students.  Fantasy sports also provide
students with the autonomy they need to help build their
decision-making skills, thus contributing to their social and cognitive
development. Students can make trades, draft any players they
wish, and decide on their starting lineups each week. This
independence is something that adolescents crave, yet often don't
get much of. Students enjoy the feeling of power that comes with
managing a team."  Teachers enjoy watching students want to do
math and the math involved in Fantasy Football can be scaled to the
level of difficulty desired based on student ability.   It's not easy
math, yet year after year, I watched kids work through tough
calculations to get their weekly scores.   

To complete this project, I'd like to purchase 10 iPad's
(approximately $300 each) to allow students to research players,
gather weekly statistics, create graphs and tables to track success,
and to calculate weekly scores.  I'd also need to order 10 copies of
the Fantasy Sports Math/Football curriculum ($10 each)  and
purchase yearly player values ($6 per teacher to access) to lead
professional development for our 4th grade-8th grade math
teachers on campus and to use the program with my 4th, 5th, and
6th grade gifted math students. I'd also like to order an assortment
of football books, both fiction and nonfiction titles, for our school
library to add a literacy connection to this STEM project. 

Once the initial group of students gains experience in the math
needed to play Fantasy Football, they could assist with perhaps a
school-wide club in following years or mentor in other classrooms
around campus where teachers want to implement.   This would
have an impact far beyond my classroom and students, as the
opportunity is shared with all teachers of math to reach their
students as well. 

Six years ago, I started using Fantasy Football Math with my
students in another school district.  This standards based curriculum
touts great success in student achievement.  Those statistics are
listed below for your reference.   I saw great things happen for all
learners, not just high achieving learners in my 5th grade classroom.
 They became mentors once they graduated from my class and
came back to help with draft night.   Whole families got involved in
drafting teams and fathers came to school in numbers I'd not seen
previously.  Kids couldn't wait to create team logos (art connection),
were devastated by the loss or injury of star players they'd
budgeted so carefully to get on their roster (budget/finance



connections), and were eager to see whose team was the winner
week by week until the playoffs!  I've never seen kids so motivated
to do math in my 13 years of teaching.  If you'd like to see how I
incorporate this program into my instruction previously, please visit
: 
http://www.ccusd93.org/education/components/scrapbook/default
.php?sectiondetailid=26112&

When I started as the gifted specialist at this school in November, I
noticed we had only 59% of our students scoring proficient in math
on Arizona state testing.  Students often lack motivation in math,
and fail to see the real world connections or utility of math skills.   I
believe Fantasy Football math, using real-world data that they'll
obtain from the technology component, could just be the perfect
STEM spark to increase motivation and achievement here. 

Statistics provided by the creator of the curriculum
(http://www.fantasysportsmath.com/study-results.php)     
  "Fantasy sports are playing a significant role in student
achievement in mathematics. In 2007 and 2009, the University of
Mississippi conducted separate surveys of 144 teachers and 342
students who participated in fantasy sports in math class. The
results are compelling: 
•75% of the teachers agreed that students understood math
concepts more when they used fantasy sports
•79% of the teachers agreed that students liked learning math more
when they used fantasy sports 
•51% of the teachers agreed that students' math grades were
higher when they used fantasy sports 
•81% of the teachers agreed that students came to math class with
more enthusiasm when they used fantasy sports 
•66% of the teachers agreed that students stayed after class to ask
questions or talk about math more when they used fantasy sports 
•71% of the teachers agreed that students' love of mathematics
increased when they used fantasy sports
•92% of the teachers agreed that Fantasy Sports and Mathematics
was easy to implement as part of their math curriculum. 



Type of request (Check one) STEM | STEM
Grant amount requested from
Cardinals Charities

$3500

Matching funds availability No
Area of Arizona to be served by Grant Phoenix
Number and description of population
served by this project

Paseo Hills is a K-8, Title I school in Phoenix.   We have 958 students
enrolled.  45.6% of our students qualify for free lunch, with another
8.9% qualifying for reduced lunch. 

Our ethnic distribution is 54.6% Caucasian, 32% Hispanic, 2.4%
Asian, 5.1% African American, 2.5% 2 races, 2.3% American Indian,
and 1% Pacific Islander.  

 In year one of this project, our identified gifted learners will feel an
immediate impact.  We currently have 70 students identified as
gifted in verbal, non-verbal, or quantitative.  However, this will also
impact 10 math teachers in grades 4-8 on our campus in year one as
well with professional development to allow them to implement
with their classes in coming years and the addition of the football
related books will impact all students on campus as they will be a
part of the collection of our school library.   

This allows the project to have an on-going yearly impact for
potentially every math student in grades 4-8 with no significant
additional expense other than the purchase of yearly player values. 


