
1st Person
Narratives require a point of view, which is the perspective from which a story is told. 

A personal narrative describes events that have happened to you. 
Therefore, you should use a 1st person narrator.

Fictional or biographical narratives can be written using 1st or 3rd

person narrators.

Sometimes it is interesting to experiment by telling the story from a 
different point of view. See the example below.

I got Marley on my 
seventh birthday. My 
parents handed me a big 
box with a red bow. The lid 
had little holes in it. Oddly, 
the box seemed to be 
moving! I eagerly opened it 
to  find the cutest, most 
cuddly puppy! I adore him!

I’ll never forget the day I met my 
girl, Alissa. She squealed when she 
saw me, and that scared me a bit and 
made me squirm out of her arms. But 
then she scratched me behind the 
ears, just the way I like, and I knew 
she was the girl for me. I licked her 
hands to thank her, and they were 
yummy, just like the food Alissa calls 
chicken nuggets. I was a lucky dog all 
right.
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POINT of View 

A character is 
telling the story. 

First person 
pronouns like I, 

me, we, and my
are used.

3rd Person Limited 3rd Person Omniscient 
(Omniscient means all-

knowing.) This narrator is not 
a character in the story. The 
narrator knows what many 
characters are thinking and 

feeling. Third person 
pronouns like he, she, they, 

and their are used.

This narrator is not a 
character in the story. 
The narrator can share 
what one character is 
thinking or feeling by 

using third person 
pronouns like she. 

them, they, and he. 

was assigned a narrative, and she decided to write a personal narrative 
about the first time she saw her dog, Marley. Alissa wrote the one on the left from her 
own point of view. Then she wrote the one on  the right from Marley’s point of view. 

T
IP

S

Which one do you prefer? Why?

Alissa

Try experimenting with your narrative by telling the 
story from a different character’s point of view.
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